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Abstract

An Improvement Strategy
on the Medical Support Policy
for Female Victims of Sexual or Domestic Violence
in Seoul

Lee, Sung-mi
Department of Women'’s Policy Research
Research Fellow

The Women Welfare Committee of [Seoul Welfare Governance]
brought up several problems about the medical support policy for female
victims of sexual or domestic violence in Seoul at the meetings in 2015.
There are three major problems : irrationality in the support allocation to
the victims, the debt of organizations supporting victims to medical
institutions due to delay medical support budget supply, and the needs of
a shelter for female victims of domestic violence with mental illness. In
this study the research was done to understand the current situation and
to find causes of the three major problems. This study has also a purpose
on the proposal of an improvement strategy at Seoul level and at the
cooperative relationship between Seoul and the national government
through the analysis of the research outcomes.

Firstly, several causes of the irrationality in the support allocation to the
victims were boiled down by the advisory conferences of this study. The
occurrence of the cases requied high expense over 5 million won and
perfunctory reviews of the appropriateness of payment to the requesting
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victim by a consultative body with authority like a review board of
autonomous Gu, the victim’'s preferance for the general hospitals,
long-term counseling-psychotherapy and the difficulty to recognize
overlapped supports are the suspected causes. However, only the
perfunctory reviews by a consultative body with autority and the difficulty
to recognize overlapped supports are confirmed partly among these
suspected causes. Other supected causes are not actual or little effctive
in the irrationality of the support allocation. These facts impel us to the
conlusion that the scale of the related budget is too small than the
demand and the early exhaustion of the budget as well as the irrationality
in the support allocation raised because of not meeting the demand for
years. The direction of discussion in this study therefore should be
change into the other questions : how much the bugdet demanded for the
medical support actually and why don’t be inquired exactly.

Secondly, the delay medical support budget suply to the organizations
supporting victims should be discussed. It brings on the debt of the
organizations to medical institutions. In relation to this problem 4
suspected causes next are mentioned. (i) An accumulated information
about the lack of the related budget has been not reflected, (ii) the related
budget for medical support is built with the 50:50 matching funding
system between the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family and Seoul.
It has no available reserve fund and is impossible to draft a revised
supplementary budget because the time of the lack of budget comes too
late, (i) the organizations supporting victims can't predict the scale of the
medical support for the year, and (iv) the distinct characteristics of the
Seoul area isn’'t considered that the resident of other local governments
visit often the medical institutions in Seoul. The analysis of the research
carried out in this study revealed that these causes all have influenced
actually.

The third problem is the needs of the shelter for female victims of
domestic violence with mental illness. Some female victims of domestic
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violence act unpredictably like attempting suicide, self-injury or possessing
dangerous stuff such a knife. These cases may come from the
post-traumatic stress disorder, severe depression or anamesises. Until
now it rely heavily on the particians of the organization supporting victims
who have not enough medical knowledge. For the safty of the victims
themselves, other victims living in the same shelter and the particians, it
is urgent to preparing a management system according to cases.

The proposal drawed in this study reflecting contents above is as in the
following. The direction of the medical support for the victims of sexual
violence should be maintained that the victims' personal needs can be
filled up. To add to this direction of the medical support, a consultative
body which has the authority for reviewing of the appropriateness of
payment to the requesting victim should recover practical judgement and
a common standard for the number and the qualification of the member
shoud be set.

The lack of the demanding cost in the medical support is estimated
around 171,840,787 won. This cost should be reflected in the compilation
of the budget 2017. Also each related party should play their role in the
inquiry to grasp demand. Organizations supporting victims should request
quarterly advance payment for the medical support enough; the
government functionaries in autonomous Gu of Seoul shoud inquire into
the demanding cost of the organizations directly; the government
functionaries in Seoul should reflect the demanding cost inquired by
autonomous Gu in the budget for next year; despite this process, if the
budget of the medical support for victims in Seoul is not enough, an
adjustment of the 50:50 matching funding system between the Ministry of
Gender Equality and Family and Seoul could be considered.

In relation to the needs of the shelter for female victims of domestic
violence with mental illness, it is necessary to discuss in depth through
the cooperation with the Women Welfare Committee and the Mental
Health Committee of [ Seoul Welfare Governancel. The prevalence rate
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of mental illness which occurs in the female victims of domestic violence
in shelter should be also investigated. The victims with mental illness
should be treated in three classes. For the cases in which the victims with
mental iliness stay in the temporary shelter, the simplified checklist should
be prepared by expersts, so that some victims who can’t stand a group
life in shelter get a proper medical support in a hospital quickly. In cases
in which the victims can stand a group life in shelter with the prescription
drug, the chiefs of the shelters are needed to grant a assistance for the
choaching the victims to take medicine. Lastly in cases in which the
victims need some hospital treatment, the requirements for the
hospitalization are needed to reduce on the legal basis.

Key words : medical support policy, female victim, sexual violence,
domestic violence, Seoul Welfare Governance
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