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Abstract

Gender-Sensitive Operation Plan of
Participatory Budget System of Seoul

Kuk, Mi-Ae

Policy Research Department
Research Fellow

Yoon, Jin

Policy Research Department
Researcher

This study was conducted to make gender-sensitive perspective
intervention in the Participatory Budget System of Seoul. To this end,
process of system operation and experiences of participants in the
system were analyzed from gender-sensitive perspective and policy
measures were introduced. These efforts were essential to prepare
conditions which will enable policy makers to identify gender equality
issues in everyday life. This study is meaningful since it is intended to
strengthen residents’ capability to suggest gender-sensitive projects and
policies. In this study, previous discussions were analyzed to come up
with requirements for operation of the Participatory Budget System. Also,
the observations became the foundation for analysis and evaluation of
gender equality consciousness and gender sensitivity in the process of
system operation of various participants including members of the
Participatory Budget System of Seoul, Participatory Budget Supporting
Council and Seoul Metropolitan Council.

Through these efforts, this study set up ‘gender equality/difference’ as
a core value for gender-sensitive operation of the Participatory Budget
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System of Seoul. It also established ‘enhancing gender sensitivity and
strengthening gender equality of autonomy capability’ as a core objective.
To this end, three approaches such as ‘participation / authority’,
‘communication / openness’, and 'responsibility / sharing’ were suggested.
Objectives were set for each approach and policy measures were
introduced for each objective. This study also suggested the policy
measures introduced and five practices of ‘experiencing, learning, respect,
prevention and embodiment’ are mutually reinforcing each other.
Gender-sensitive operation of the Participatory Budget System aims at
enhancing equality through feedback, balancing between private and
public interests and improving quality of the system. These aims make
circulatory relation with gender equality, the core value.

It is difficult to implement the policies immediately. Considering that the
Participatory Budget System is at the initial stage and that the relation
between municipal and local governments is important, phased
approaches should be taken. Therefore this study suggested a phased
approach of ‘tinkering-tailoring-transforming’ by using gender equality
strategy of gender mainstreaming study as a reference.

Key words: Participatory Budget System of Seoul, gender equality,
outcome feedback, balance between private and public
interests, autonomy capability
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