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The Gender Gap in Employment
- The Situation in South Korea

This paper explores a range of issues concerning the gender gap in
employment in South Korea, The share of women in the labor force has grown
rapidly, but the participation rate for women is still much lower, on average,
than in the developed countries, A disproportionately large number of women
became part of the economically inactive population after the financial crisis,
as they gave up searching for a job in the labor market. Those women who
want to participate in the labor market still face considerable gender
discrimination in the workplace. First of all, there are marked gender
differences in employment patterns, Unlike male workers. a majority of
women are employed as temporary or daily workers. Atypical forms of work
and employment have significantly expanded in South Korea since the crizis,
especially at great cost to female workers. In addition, Korean women have
only 63.7 percent of the earnings that men have! Korean women are also far
underrepresented in administrative and managerial jobs. Although there are
mean resource differences in personal attributes or employment settings that
disadvantage women and thus partly explain the gaps, the major factor
explaining these gender gaps is direct discrimination against women, Even
when a series of control variables thought to represent various
nondiscriminatory effects on wages or workplace authority were added to the
rogression equations, the coefficient of the gender variable did not lose

statistical significance.
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SooHee Chin

The Employment of Female College Graduates
in the High-Unemployment Stage

The female college graduates has traditionally been one of the most
unprevileged groups in terms of employment, despite of their strong
occupational aspiration, Due to the extensive restructuring movement and the
Mexible labor market policies for past 2 years since 1997 economic crisis, the
female employment condition has severely been worsed,

Under the eircumstances, this paper tries to grasp the followings @ 1)
whether the current employment conditions have discouraged female college
graduates’ job motivation: 2) how they recognize the current labor market
situations and the prospect of their employment opportunities: 3) what they
prepare to enhance their employability: and finally 4) what they ask for
special measures toward policy makers and university managers,

The sample survey was conducted for 520 senior female college students at
13 umiversities located in Seoul and capital areas,

Holding a very positive value towards women s market work and a strong
desire for self-realization, the second=thirds of the total respondents are
eager for getting jobs after the graduation in spite of the aggravation of
employment situation. The majoity of students is found to hold a highly
optimistic outlook which is not very realistic.

The abzolute majority of the students perceive that the sexual
discrimination does exist in current labor market, and it is a major obstacle to
women s emplovment and carser dovelopment. They attribute the existing

discrimination mainly to structural, institutional factors rather than

|

I iy Saias 545§ -6

individual factors, Therefore they strongly ask government and policy makers
for the special policy and law measures to alleviate employmet discrimination
against female, in addition to womens effort for enhancing the
employabilities by themselves, In order to  increase the employment
opportunities for women with high-education, the majority of the student
strongly agree to the introduction of affirmative action on a temporary basis.
namely female employment quota system ,

Finally many studentis ask umniversity faculties and managers for their
special concern and practical supports in terms of graduates employment.
Specifically they require the strengthening “job information office” within the
university by increasing staffs with high specialty, and by prompt providing
information, furthmore by connecting them to actual employers,
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Ji Young  Kim

Women' s Exclusion from
the Support System for Employment at the University

Thig study examined how the unemployment of undergraduate women is
connected to the “support system for employment” at the university, Until
now, many studies on the employment of women focused on either the law,
enterprises or women themselves, However, the university is the sector which
supplies the labor market with the labor force, Through the university,
students are prepared for employment and provided a chance to get a job,
Even though the university is the important starting place for the
employment of educated women, the “support system for employment” at the
university, such as the job placement agency. the career service center, and
the briefings for employment. is operated for men,

This study started out with the awareness that it is crucial to examine the
“support system for employment™ in order to understand the employment of
undergraduate women, [ focused on the context to show that this system is
operated in a male- dominated way, For this purpoge, students and stafl who
were involved in employment at the university were interviewed and lectures
and curricula on employment were prepared by the use of participant
observation,

The major findings of this study are as follows,

First, the university designs the employment policy with the focus on the
rate of employment for its image. but this policy is limited in solving the
problems of women's employment, It comes from the truth that the rate of
their employment is an important factor in evaluating the university, The way




% Ak

to evaluate is accelerated by the economic crisis, ignoring the reality that
women have a low status in the labor market.

Second, women are excluded from the “support system for employment” due
to the male dominant service, There are no programs specifically available for
women 5§ employment and women are not considered particularly important,
Information about women s emplovment is not found. Therefore,
undergraduate women are alienated from the career services.

Third. the university is a part of the mechanism that reproduces and
enhances the structure of the sexual divigion of labor, Women do not have an
even chance to be given a recommendation, Women are educated to believe
that appearance and femininity are crucial for getting a job. The university
filtera out women before they enter the labor market and forces them to
gecept the demands of the labor market.

This practice conceals the fact that the “support system for employment” at
the university is an obstacle to the employment of undergraduate women, In
order to change this reality, the abolishment of gender discrimination in the
process of recruiting and hiring must be carried out. The following may be
appropriate alternatives,

First, the university should pay attention to women s employment, offer job
education for women, and have a specialist for women s employment who is
able to remove sexism from carser sServices,

Second, the government should carry out varipus policies which achieve
gender equality in the career services at the university. It is necessary to lake
a gender sensitive perspective into consideration through the evaluation of
the university and the establishment of educational policy, Also, the
government should reinforce the law to regulate gender discriminatory

employment practices
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Hyun Mee Kim

Expanding Job Opportunities
for the College - Educated Women
in a Post - Industrial Socity

This paper tries to suggest that the job opportunities of college-educated
women should be expanded by recrganizing the meaning of work in Korea. In
this high unemployment society where the eonventional role of men as the
breadwinners is becoming more and more insecure, women & economic
contributions are no help to ‘women reaching the status of social laborer,
Especially the college-educated women in Korea have experienced
underemployment as well as unemployment due to the fact that their
educational achievement has not enhanced the job advancement. In order to
empower themselves, these women should be well-prepared for the rapidly
changing social environment such as globalization and its cultural ideclogies,

In relation to this issue, this paper presents a critical view on the
patriarchal aspect of the work culture which is heavily dependent upon the
old boys network and therefore excludes women from the public sector. The
present economic erisis rather aggravates this situation and the process to
overcome it is being proceeded in a Pendered way, In the Korean society
where paid work is perceived as the image of the masculine, the question
remains as to how women are to be consiructed as the subjects of production
and power, This paper suggests that the college-educated women should
adopt a new cultural paradigm which can fully benefit from the ideas of

flexibility. autonomy and ereativity in a post-industrial society.
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