HMESSAGE MORUSO - U3
Prepared by Mo, Uiy Youny Sook

1 was pleased to have an opporiunity to tell you nbout our couniry
and Church, and 1 am very disappointed--and sorry lor your disapyointment--
that T cannot bring it to you in person, Perhops this method will be more
helpful than no contact with you direet from Horea, My message will be
largely from the standpoint of wgmen, and mbout the activities of women,

First, however, you need some background on the aolitical situation
which is behind all that I will tell you.

Korea has suffered under dictatorships since the end of World War II,
and of course, before that we suffered under Jupanese ogcupation of our
country. Too many times we have had hope for a better situation, and each
time we are disappointed.

Liberation from Japan did not dring us indevendence to develop our own
nation in our own way. wWe exchanged Japan's {mperialism for what we thought
wa3 to be the friendly help of the United States. There was 2 Lorean
nationalistic provisional government waiting in China to tuke over wheén the

or andad, but instesd of installing them, the 0.3, put in power the U.S.
educated Syngman dhee as president, and under nim used pecple whe no=gnarated
with Japen for U.5. advaniage, We oan now see that the U.S. did not conside
that Horeans had any ability, Our next terrible disappointment, of coursa,
vas the division of our country at the J8tz purallel which has brought
ghout =o much of the tragedy of tho past L0 years of our history, dncluding
the ¥orean war of 1950-53, which devastated our country.

Rhee's dictatorship was finally overthrown by the Student Revolution
in 1960 and our hopes for democracy rose agnin, But the military again
destroyed any chance of our only fresly-elected government achieving success,
by overthrowing it in less than & year after it vas = alected, when PARR
Chung Hee was assassinated after 18 years of oppressive dictatorship, again
we hoped for a restoration of democracy, but oncg more our hopes ware
dashed to the ground by the bloody & Vuwnngju Massacre, wWhich brought the
present dictator to power, Chun Doo Jhan's rvile has never had any lepiti-
macy in the ayes ol the people.
in 1985 when & real opposition party wWas electad,
bafore the

Hopes reae aguin
ard it sesmed that the Constitution would be changed- at least
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end of Chun's T=yoar term, O course, we never believed he would voluntarily
step down and allow power to pass out of his hands, Lack of a [ree pross
helps him retain power by moking the people believe the opposition party

is torn with inmer strife. HFuch of ithe strife there | has been deliber-
ately brought about by the povernment. Someé members have been bribed,

and others threatened inte collsborating with the ruling party. To over-
come the government interference in its affairs, a new opposition party was
recently formed, thereby getting out of its ranks those who have been co-
operating against it with the government party.

We huve known for a long time that some way would be found for the
promises of turning over the pover to be broken. If the students had been
demonstrating and "ecausing unrest"”, that would have been & good excuse for
declaring martial lav and holding onto power, but the students have been
quiet a1l ssring. The formation of the new Party was thus used as the
excuse. On April 13, the president announced that the Constitution will not
b amended wntil after the '88 Olympics, and of course, incidentally, after
the next president is chosen under the present Constitution—-by an electoral
college, to a1l intents and purposes, chosen by Chun himself, thus assuring
his continued control. So again, hopesfor change are again destroyed. It
is disappointing, but quite expected. We just did not know what would be

pzed Tor tho exeuse,

Over this background, let me turn to some of the evenis and issues
which huve taken our interest, concern and time. Cne of the areas In which
we have bacome deeply involved is that of labour. Hecause 1t iz-an area
of deep concern, it is one wvhere university suudents and graduates have be-
come involved in one way or another. Companies sre pressured not ‘to hire
a peraon with post high school education to work in a factory as a laboursar,
Yet, in order to understand the situation of those who work at that level,
muny university students desire to have that experience, To do so they have
to falsify their identifiecation pupers, or use somsone alsa's, If caught,

of course, they are charged with a eriminal offense.

I want to tell you the story of Ms. KaOi, vho iz one of such people.
She begran work sy 20, 1986, She was not a very strang or brave parson,
and afier o week of the stremicus factory life she quit her job.. Oa Junu /
che was arcested for falsifying her registration papers, The ipvesiigation
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was guickly completed becsuse she admitted the charge, BHut then the
polise investigators tried to force her Lo reveal the names of people who
W in-.'.::ivnd in the May 3rd riots in Inchon, and when she insisted sho
did not know, was tortured sexually. Tt took great courage on the part of
M5. Fwon Lo make known that she had been sexually abused, In oraan
culturs thiz ruins & womun's reputation and makes her ineligiple for mar-
riage. She is disgraced for life. But ds, Ywon decided to muke the facis
known so as 40 protect other women from sufferiny the same disgrece. It
wis clear to her that her experience was not an isolated caxe,

women's groups learned of her sex torture on June 26 and on July J3rd
Ms: Kwen 1nid a charge agalnst the policeman who had sexually abused her.
She cotained a human rights lawyer and told the whole story. The cutcome

was that nine lawyers volunteered to take up her case and laid an sccusation

against the police officer. This was the flirst time ever for lawyers 1o
lay such u charge, Ms. Fwon's parents 4id mot want the case publicized.
They insisted that to do so would be to csuse their daughter a "sacond
dentn!, ond reguested newspapers and government officials to keep it guiet
so it could be forgotten. 3But vhen this was discussed with Ms. Kwon, she
said that she understood her parents! attitude and their concern [or her,
but that it would be like a second death to her 1f it were covered up at
this poeint,

Thiz case hrmﬁit forth another first. Joint action was taken oy
various groups--Buddhists, Roman Catholie priests ani nuns, Protestant
groups, and various other women's organizations. The jeint action started
quickly and spread throughout the country. In spite of all these efforts,
the District Court sentenced M5, Kwon to 1} years in orison, down from the
prosecution's damand of three years.

. ¥usn expressed regret st the pain and suffering the case had
caused her parents, but said she felt proud thut she had made tha facts of
hor ease kagun, If this kind of thing is kept guist it is certain it will

L]
by

cofitirie, Dolice count on women not making their shame puslie. Puwlicilty.

goas a long wWay towvard stopping the practice.
& 1% yenr sentenco for falsifying a document Was such A miscarringe

of justice thal 167 lawyers volunteered their services and domanded 8 now
vFial. The courts turned it down, Fuprtherpore, on Harch 28 the ippeala
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Court confirmed the 1} year sentence, 50O Ms. fwon will not be released
until December this year. MNs. ¥wan's only regret is that she did not make
s greater fuss, SO that not only sk torture, but any torture would aave
to have been stopped, and perhaps the life of PARY Jong Chul mignt have

becn saved.

(PASH Jong Chul was a 23 year old Seoul Hational tiniversity student
who died under ptlice torturo in'Jaﬂuury this year. iis death was o tragic
loss, but it arcused the people to even stronger solidarity and getion to
Gemand an end of torture in our sountry. )

_ Ms. Kwon's case is not yeb closed. A aationwide signature campaign
is being conducted for her unearditional release from prison. Tha sig-
natures will be gent to the Miniatry of Justice along with an appeal for
her release on the snplversany of her tortura, June 26, The same committaa

is also ralsing money to give her for use wnile in prison.

#s. Wuon's case is only one of many examples of people of fering their
bodies ‘as a living sscrifice.on behal! of others. Wumbers of university
students, whose total effort was besn directed to the simost imposaible
goal of university entrance, have in their junior or senior year given it
g1l up on behalf of tnose uho are victims of injustice and oppression, and
on behalfl of democracy and freedom, Professors nave lost their jobs, tea=
chers have been fired, religious leaders and paliticians have gons to
prison. All of these have sperificed their future for a cause, without
hesitation, Studenis face brutality anc wiglance of police and pther
agencies without fenr, feeling romorsa only on aceount of the disappoint~
ment and suffering of their parents.

Let us }ook at the field of ladour. Warld statistics show that Rorean

: factory Workers vork the longest hours and for the lovest pay. Stranger

gtill is that women work longer hours ithan mem, and of course, at lower
wages. oomen sulfer double exploitation, with the discriminaticon against
women in general being aided to the bad situstion of labourers.

Hany factories employ far more wWames than men, ond all OVersgers are

rt iz often reported that male workars Are pribed by management

yacause of their feeling of responsibility for

M .

(men are more susceptible

roviding for their rerily) to control wamen who rry to organize to im
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prove conditions for all. The women muy be beaten up, or even sexually
abused.

Pnssihl;.r in even worse situation are the farmers. Govermment ;olicy,
which makes il impossible to make a decent living from farming, forces
young people to leave the farm to swell the urban work force, This leaves
fewer people to do the farm work. As usual, women have the hardest part,
After sharing in the long hours‘on the land, they must also manoge all
the housework--and without any modern conveniences we take for granted,
The price of farm produce is kept so low that it is impossible to make a
living, which leads to peaple going desper and deeper into debt. Tarm
grices are deliberately kept low se that people can mpnage to 1ive on low ,
wages, to keep Korea attractive to overseas investments. It keeps horean

products gompetitive on the world market, but also assures factory cwnars
of high profits. Added to the hardship of farmers trying to make a living
from the land is the pressure from the U.5, for Morea to import their
excess [arm produce. This leads to snti-American feslings by students,
espscizlly, but worss, it causes many farmers to commit suicide in thelr
despair of ever getting out of debt and msking a decent living.

Chireh women are largely from the middle class, and dizplny a middle
class mentality. They are rather conservative, vet wanting reforms. They
always want to improve their situation, attain a higher status, and they
want all gvailable conveniences, and are very consumar-oriented. In
general, women are afraid of taking action to bring about change, Unlike
men, who are likely to try to fight against aroblams and suffering, women
are more likely to asccept whatever suffering comes to them ez their fate,
assuming they mast just make the best of it.

Jomen have & weak sense of identity. They live in their husbands'
1ives, and usually consider their place is in the homs—-kesping things
pleasant and convenient for their hushand and family.

1¢ this is true for women in general, it is doubly trus for Chureh
women. Hesides their oultural orientation, they are further trainec Oy -
the pinister (a male) to be obedient, believe vhat they are taught without
thinkin- through their failn oF its implications. If a Chureh Jemoen's
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own decision as to the theme, while 635 would dafer to the minister's
sugrestion, In cheoosing the spewker, we find that 183 might make thoir
own choice, while 713 would leave the docision to the minizter,

How can such self-centred, weak-willed and submissive women take on
the suffering and pain of their peor neipghbours?! It is our oxperience
that one of the most common causes for them to change is through the
awareness of their sons and daughters, GSspecially if the young people
teke part in a demonstration aend are arrested; the mothers' awareness of
the political renlity grows rapidly. This often puts them in a situation
where they also hear the personal experience of others' suffering, and
often they take this en them as their own. For example, when women heard
ghout the sex torturs suffered by Ms. Kwon, they all ceme to think of
¥s. kwon as their oun daughter, snd were willing, even eager, to do wvhat-
ever they could to see that sex-sbuse by police of young women taken to
nsolice stations be stopped. They hope they may save their own daughters
from suffering a similar fate.

In the same way, PASK Jong Chul, who died undar torture, as mentioned
earlier, became the son of all the women, and they shared tne pn:in af his
owr mother, and determined to fight against the use of torture. -

1t was these two cases, more than anything elze, which made the vari-
ous women's mction groups form a coalition., It is called the Korean
issociation of Women's Organizations, and includes 21 different orgeniza-
tions from a broad spectrum of society—-Church groups, both Protestant and
Acman Catholie, Buddhist groups, and social action groups unrelated %0
Christianity. Grouss like Y«CA are noticedbly not included in the
conlition,

A5 thade who ecall ourselves by the nome of Jesus Christ, we must
all have a common concern for the wesk, the poor and the marginalized,
If we really knew Christ, we would inevitabiy work together for the common
cancern of peace and justice lor all God's children. This is our common
concern, and ons which we cannot do without you, and 1 belleve you cannat
do witheut us, we have to work topether and pray togathar. The doatiny
of our country is tied up with your country. In 5o many Ways Your country

3 1 1 el e e b
{5 using ours for its own benefite-militarily, econginically, politically.
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Especinlly our educated youth huve become more and more asare of this

fuct, and if you study what iz happening, 1 am sure you will readily
understand the EroWing feelings of anti-Americanism. It is a8 serinus
|i erime in Yorea to express feelings of anti-Americanism. It is also a

sarious crime Lo oppose the storin
wa are well aware that if they were used,
Karea would de destroyed, We have come to realize that the nuclear
wsapons are here, not for our protection, but because Jmerica wants them
here. We are a pawn in the hands of the superpowers——Anerics, Japan,

e have no [reedom Lo speak out about any of this, but

¢ of nuclear weapens in Korea, although
our country as well os Hortn

China, Russia.
you do have that freedom,
desire unification of our

The pecple of both North and South Korea
1.5, and Fussia, and

wut it is to the advantage of tha
ful dictators en both sides to keep the

your understanding, your prayers, and your

divided country,
to the edventege of the poWer
division. «e nesd your heln,

prassura on your government,
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FMESSAGE 0/ UTC -~ USE
Prepared by Ms. PARE Young Sook

1 was pleased to have an opportunity to tell you about our country
and Church, and I am very disappointed--and sorry lor your disappointment--
that 1 cannot bring it to you in person. Perhaps thiz method will be more
helpful than no contact with you direct from Korea., Hy message will be
largely from the standpoint of women, and about the activities of women,

¥irst, however, you need some background on the political situation
which is behind all that I will tell you.

%orea has suffered under dictatorships since the end of World War II,
and of course, before that we suffered under Jenanese occupation of our
country. Too many times we have had hope for a better situation, and each
time we are disappointed,

Liberation from Japan did not bring us independence to develop our own
nation in our own way. We exchanged Japan's imperialism fer what we thought
was to be the friendly help of the United States. Thers was a forearn
nationalistic provisional government waiting in China %o take over when the
war ended, but instead of installing them, the U.5. put in power the U.3.
adurated Syngman Fhee as president, apd under him used people whe co-operated
with Japan for U.3. advantage. We can now 5ee that the U.5. dig not consider
that Koresns had any ability. Our next terrible disappointment, of course,
was the division of our country at the 38tn parallel which has brought
about so much of the tragedy of the sact L0 years of our history, including
the Korean war of 1950=53, which devastated our country.

fhee's dictatorship was finally overthrown by the Student Revolution
in 1960 and our hopes for democracy rose again., But the military again
destroyed any chance of our only freely-elected government gchieving success,
by overthrowing it in less than a yvear after it was slected, when PARK
Chung Hee was assassinated after 18 years of oppressive dictatorship, again
we hoped for a restoration of democracy, bul once more our hopes were
dashed to the ground by the bloody Fwangju Hassacre, which brought the
present dictator to power. Chun Doo nan's rule has never had any legiti-
maey in the eyes of the pecple.

Hopes ross again in 1985 when a real opposition pariy wWas elected,
and it seemed that the Corstitution would be enanged at least bafore the
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end of Chun's 7=-year term. Of course, vwe never believed he would voluntarily
step down and allow power to pass out of his hands. Lack of a free press
helps him retain power by making the people believe the opposition party

is torn with inner strife, Much of the strife there has been deliber-
ately brought about by the government. Some members have been bribed,

and others threatened into collaborating with the ruling party. To over-
come the government interference in its affairs, a new opposition perty was
recently formed, thereby getting out of its ranks those who have been co-
operating against it with the government party.

Wwe have known for a long time that some way would be found for the
promises of turning over the power to be broken. If the students had been
demonstrating and "causing unrest", that would have been a good excuse for
declaring martial law and helding onte power, but the students have been
quist all spring. The formation of the new Party was thus used as the
excuse. On april 13, the president announced that the Constitution will not
be amended until after the '88 Clympiecs, and of course, incidentally, after
the next president is chesen umder the present Constitution—by an electoral
college, to all intents and purposes, chosen by Chun himself, thus azsuring
his continued control. So again, hopesfor change are again desiroyed. It
is disappointing, but quite expected. We just did not know what would he

used for the excuse.

Over this background, let me turn to some of the events and issues
which have taken our interest, coneern and time. Cne of the areas in which
we have become deeply involved is that of labour. HSecause it is an area
of deep concern, it is one where university students and graduates have be-
come involved in one way or another. Companies are pressured not to hire
a person with post high school education to work in a factory as a labourer.
Yet, in order to understand the situation of those who work at that level,
many university students desire to have that experience. To do so they have
to falsify their identification papers, or use someone alsa's. If caught,

of course, they are charged with a criminal offense.

T want to tell you the story of Ms. KuWOH, who is one of such people.
She began work HWay 20, 1986, She was not a very strong or brave person,
and after a week of the strenueus factory life she quit her job, On June

she was arrested for falsifying her registiration papers. The investigation
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was quickly completed begause she admitted the charge. But then the
police investigators tried to force her to reveal the names of people who
were involved in the May 3rd riots in Inchon, and when she insisted she
did not know, was tortured sexually. It took preat courage on the part of
Mz, Kwon to make known that she had been sexually abused. In Korean
culture this ruins a woeman's reputation and makes her ineligible for mar-
riage. She is dispgraced for life. But Ms. Kwon decided to make the facts
known so as te protect other women from sufferivg the same disgrace. It
was clear to her that her experience was not an isolated ecasme.

women's groups learned of her sex torture on June 26 and on July 3rd
Ms; Kwon laid a charge against the policeman who had sexually abused her.
She obtained a human rights lewyer and told the whole story. The outcome
was that nine lawyers volunteered to take up her case ard laid an sccusation
against the police officer. This was the first time ever for lawyers to
lay such & charge. Ms. fvon's parents did not want the case publicized.
They insisted that te do so would be to cause their daughter a "second
deatn', and reguested newspapers and povernment ofTicials to keep it guiet
g0 it sould be forgotten. oub when this was discussed with Mg, EKwon, she
said that she understood her parents' attitude and theip concern [or her,
but that it would be like a second death %o hepr if it were covered up at
this point.

This case brought forth another first. Joint action was taken by
various groups—bBuddhists, Aoman Catholic priests and muns, Protestant
groups, ami various other women's organizations., The jeint action started
quickly and spread throughout the country. In spite of all these efforts,
the District Court sentenced Ms. Kwon to 1} years in prison, down from the
prosecution's demand of three years,

Ms. Kwon expressed regret at the pain and suffering the case had
caused her parents, but said she felt proud that she had made the facts of
her case known. If this kind of thing is kept gquiet it is certain it will
continmie. Police eount on women not makines their shame public. Publicity
goes a long way toward stopping the practice.

A 1% yoar sentence for falsifying a document was such a miscarriage
of justice that 167 lawyers volunteered their services and demanded a new

trial. The courts turned it down. Furthermore, on March 28 the jippeals



.a_g;..

Court confirmed the 1) year sentence, so Ms. Kwon will not be released
until December this year. Ms. Kwon's only regret is that she did not make
a greater fuss, so that not only sex torture, but any torture would have
to have been stopped, and perhaps the life of PARK Jong Chul might have
been saved.

(PARK Jong Chul was a 23 year old Seoul National University student
who died under police torture in'Januarj this year. His death was a tragic
loss, but it aroused the people to even stronger solidarity and action to
demand an end of torture in our country.)

. Ms. Kwon's case is not yet closed. A nationwide signature campaign
is being comducted for her unconditional release from prison. The sig-
natures will be sent to the Ministry of Justice along with an appeal for
her release on the anmiversary of her terture, June 2. The same committee

is glso raising money to give her for use while in prison.

Ms. Kuon's case is only one of many examples of people offering their
bodies as a living sacrifice on behalf of otherz. Numbers of university
students, whose totsl effort has been directed to the almost impessible
goul of university entrance, have in their junior or senior year given it
all up on behalf of those who arc vistims of injustice and oppression, and
on behalf of democracy and freedom. Professors have lost their jobs, tea=
shers have been fired, religious leaders and politicians have gone to
prison. All of these have sperificed their future for a cause, without
nesitation. Students face brutality and violence of police and other
agencies without fear, feeling remorse only on account of the disappoint-

ment and suffering of their parents.

Let us Jook at the field of labour. World statistics show that Korean
factory workers work the longest hours and for the lowest pay. Stranger
still is that women work longer hours than men, and of course, at lower
wages. Women suffer double exploitation, with the discrimination against
women in general being added to the bad situation of labourers.

vany factories employ far more Women then men, and all overseers are
men. It is often reported that male workers are bribed by management

(men are more susceptible because of their feeling of responsibility lor

providing for their family} ks control women wWho trY to organize Lo im=
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prove conditions for all. The women may be beaten up, or even sexuilly

abusad,

Possibly in even worse situation are the farmers. Government policy,
which makes it impossible to make a decent living from farming, forces
young people to leave the farm to swell the urban work force. This leaves
fewer pesple to dc the farm work. MAs usual, women have the hardest part.
After sharing in the long hours-on the land, they must also manage all
the housework--and without any medern conveniences we take for granted.
The price of farm produce is kept so low that it is impossible to make a
living, which leads to people going deeper and deeper intc debt. Farm
arices are deliberately kept low so that people can manage to live on low
wages, to keep Forea attractive to overseas investments, It keeps Norean
products competitive on the world market, but alsc assures factory owners
of high profits. Added to the hardship of farmers trying to meke a living
from the land is the oressure from the U.5. for Horea to. import their
excess farm oroduce. This leads to anti-Ameriecan feelings by students,
especially, but worse, it causes many {armers to comnit suicide in their

despair of ever getting out of debt and making a decent living.

Chureh women are largely from the middle class, and display a middle
class mentality. They are rather conservative, yet wanting reforms. They
always want to improve their situation, attain a higher status, and they
want &l1 gvailable conveniences, and are very consumer-oriented. In
genaral, women are afraid of taking action to bring about change. Unlike
mer;, who are likely to try to fignt against problems and suffering, woman
are more likely to accept whatever suffering comes to them as their fate,

assuming they must just make the best of it.

somen have & weak sense of identity. They live in their husbands'
1ives, and usually consider their place is in the home==keeping things
pleasant and convenient for their husband and family.

If this igs true for women in general, it is doubly true for Church
women, BDesides their cultural orientation, they are furiner trained by
the minister (& male) to be obedient, believe what they are taught without
thinking through their faith or its implications. If = Church domen's
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own decision as to the theme, while 635 would defer to the minister's
suggestion, In choosing the speaker, we find that 1B% might make their
own choice, while 713 would leave the decision to the minister.

How can such self-centred, weak-willed and submissive women take on
the suffering and pain of their poor neighbours?! It is our experience
that one of the most common causes for them to change is through the
awareness of their sons and daughters. Ezpecially if the young people
take part in a demonstration and are arrested, the mothers' awareness of
the political reality grows rapidly. This often puts them in a situation
where they also hear the personal experience of others' suffering, and
often they take this on them as their own. For example, when women heard
about the sex torture suffered by Ms. Kwon, they all eame to thinkx of
Ms. ¥won as their own daughter, and were willing, even eager, to de what-
ever they could to see thal gex-gbuge by police of young Women taken to
police stations be stopped. They hope they may save their own daughters

from suffering a similar fate,

In the same way, PARK Jong Chul, who died under toriure, as mentioned
aarlier, became the son of all the women, and they shared the pain of his

ownn mother, and determined to fight against the use of torture.

T4 was these two cases, more than anything else, which made the wari-
ous women's action groups form a coalition. It is called the Korean
Association of Women's Organizations, and includes 21 different organiza-
tions from a broad spectrum of society--Churen groups, both Protestant and
Qoman Catholic, Buddhist groups, and social action groups unrelated to
Christianity. Groups like YuCA are noticedbly not jneluded in the
coalition.

As those who call ourselves by the name of Jesus Christ, we mst
411 have a common concern for the weak, the poor and the marginalized.
If we really knew Christ, we would inevitably work together for the common
cancern of peace and justice for all Godls children., This is our common
concern, and one which we cannot do without you, arned 1 believe you canmnot
do without us. e have tO work topether ond pray together, The destiny
of our country is tied up with your country. In 50 many Ways your country

iz using ours for its own benefit--militarily, economically, politically.
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Especially our educated youth have become more and more aware of this
fact, and if you study what is happening, 1 am sure you will readily
understand the growing feelings of anti-Americanism. It is a serious
erime in Koren to express feelings of anti-Americanizm. It is alsoc a
serious crime to oppose the storing of ruclear Weapons in Korea, although
ue are well aware that if they were used, our couniry as well as North
¥orea would be destroyed, We have come to realize that the nuclear
weapons are here, not for our protection, but because America wants them
here., We are & pawn in the hands of the superpoWers--America, Japan,
China, Russia. We have no freedom to speak out about any of this, but

you do have that freedom.

The pecple of both North and South Korea desire unification of our
divided country, but it is to the advantage of the 1.5, and fussia, and
to the advantage of the powerful dietators on both sides to keep the
division. «e need your help, your understanding, your prayers, and your

pressure on your government.

; Zanree
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EESSAGE TOR-UDE = USA
Prepared by o PARE Young Sook

1 was pleased to have un opportunity to tell you aboul our country
and Church, and I am very dissppointed--and sorry lor your disarpointment—
that 1 cannot bring it to you in person, Perhaps this methed will be more
nelpful than no contact with you direct from Horea. iy message will be
largely from the standpoint of women, and about the activities of vomen,

First, however, you necd some background on the political situation
which i5 behind all that I will tell you,

Korea has suffored under dictatorships since the end of World War II,
and of course, befors that we suffered under Jepanese occupation of our
country. Too many times we Have had hope for a better sitiation, and each
time we are disappointed,

Liberation from Japan did not bring us independence te develop our own
nation in cur own way. we exchanged Japan's imparialism for what we thought
was to be the friendly help of the United States. There was a Horesn
nationalistic provisional government waiting inm China to teke over when the
war andad, but instead of installing them, the U,5, put in power the U.S.
sducated Syngmen Rhee as president, and unaer him used pecpls who co-operatad
with Japen for U.5. sdvantage. We can now see that the 0.5. din not conusider
that Horeans had any sbility. Our next terrible dissppointment, of coursa,
was the division of our country at the 38th pursllel which has brought
about sa mich of the tragedy of the past 40 years of cur history, including
the Foresn war of 1950-53, which devestated our country,

Rhee'!s dictatorship was finally overthrown by the Student Revolution
in 1960 and our hopes for democracy rose again. But the military again
destroyed any chance of our only frasly-slected government achieving success,
by overthrowing it in less than o year after it vas slected, when PAR
Chung Hee was assassinated aflter 18 years of oppressive dictatorshio, again
we hoped for a restoration of democracy, but pnec more our hopes warda
dashed to the ground by the bloody Kwangju Fassacre, which brought the
presant dictator to power, Chun Doe wnan's tule has never had any legiti-
macy in the esyes of the people.

Hopes rose again in 1985 when a real opposition party was glected,

and it scemed that the Constitution would be changed it least balfore the
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end of Chun's 7-year term. Cf course, we never belleved he would voluntarily
step dewn and sllow power to pass out of his hands. Lack of & free press
helps him retain power by making the people believe the opposition v bty

iz torn <ith inner st::il‘e. Fuch of the strife thera has. been deliber-
ately brought about by the government. Some members have bean bribed,

and others threatensd into collaborating with the ruling party. To over-
come the government interference in its affairs, a new opposition party was
recently formed, thereby getting out of itas ranks those who have been co-
operating against it with the governmeni party.

W& have known for a long time that some way would be found for the
promises of turning over the pouer to be broken, If tha students had besn
demonstrating and "cousing unrest!, that would have besn a good excuse for
declaring martial law and holding onto power, but the studonts have been
quiet all spring. The formation of the new Party was thus used as the
axcuse. On april 13, the president announced that the Constitution will not
be amendsd until after the '88 Clympies, and of course, ingidentally, ufter
the next president is chosan under the present Constitution—by an electoral
collage, to all intents and purposes, chosen by Chun himself, thus assuring
his continued control. So egain, hopesfor change ars again destrayoed., 1t
is disappointing, but quite expected. e just did not know what would be

gsed for tho excuse,

Over this background, let me turn to some of the events and issues
which have baken our interest, concern and time, Cne of the greas inwhich
we have becoms deeply involved is that of labour. Hecausa ii iz an areu
of deep concern; it is one where university students and graduates have De-
come involved in one way or another. Companies are pressured not to hire
a person with post high school education to work in a factory as a labourer,
Yst, in opder to understand the situstion of those who work at that level
many university students desire to have that experience, To do s0 ithey hw.re
to falsify their identification papers, or use someone alsals. I caught,
of course, they ars charged with a eriminal offense, o

T wunt to tell you the story of Ms.. KWOR, who is ope of such people,
She bepan work ray 20, 1986.. Jhe Was not a very strong or brave person,
and after a week of the strenuous factory life she quit her job. Un Juni
she was arrested for falsifying her registration pupers. The investigation
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was quickly completed because she admitted the charge. Sub then the
police investigators tried to force her to reveal the names of people who
iere invelved in the Hay 3rd ricts in Inchon, and when she insisted sae

14 not know, was tortured sexunlly. Tt took great courage on the part af
.. Huen to make known that she had been sexually sbused. In Korean
eulture this ruins & vomun's reputation and mukes her ineligible for mar-
ringe, 3She i3 dispraced for qife, But is. Kwon decided to muke the facts
known so as th protect other woman from sufferidg the same disgrace. Tt
uhs elear to hep that her experience was nol an jsolated caxe,

women's groups learned of her sex terture on June 26 and on July 3rd
Wgs ¥won ledd a charge against the policeman who had sexuallv abused her. '
She obteined a human rights lawyer and told the whole story. Tha outeone
vas that nine lawyers volunteered to take up her case and 1aid an sccusation
against the police officer. This was the first time ever for lawyers to
lay such a charge. v, ¥won's parents did Aot want the casa publicized.
Thay insisted that 1o do so would be to cause their daughter a "second
deatn”, and requested newspapers and government officials to keep it guiet
so it could be forgotten. Bub whan this was discussed with Fs. ¥yon, =he
said that she understocd her paronts! attitude and sheir concarn for her,
bt that it would be like a sscond death to hep if it yere coverad up at
this point.

This case brought, forth another first. soint metion was taken by
varisus groups—Suddhists, doman Catholic priesis and nuns, Protestant
groups, and various other wonien's organizations, The joint action started
puickly and spread throughout the country. In spite of all these afforis,
the Distriot Court santenced Ms. Kwen o 1} years in prison, down from the

prosecution's denand of three. yeard.

wa. ¥won expressed regrel a4t the pain and suffering tne case hud
cnused her parents; wut said she felt proud that she Hnd made the facts of
her cassg knoWh. 1T this kind of thing jg kept guist 1t j8 eertain It will
contimie. Police count on voman net making their shame puslic. Publicity .

goss & long Wy toward stopping the practice.

A 13 yoar sentenco for falsifying a document WaS auch = misearrisafe
of justice that 167 1nwyers volunteered their services ans demanded & now

yrivl., The courts turned it down. Furthersorts on Harah 28 the Appeals
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Court sonlirmed the 1} year sentence, so Ms. Kwon will not be released
until December this year. Ms. Kwon's only regret is that she did not make
& groater fuss, so that not only s@e torture, but any torture would have
to have been stopped, and perhaps the life of PARN Jong Chul might have
been saved,

(PARY Jong Chul was & 23 year old Seoul National University student
who died under police torture in January this year. His death was a tragic
1oss, but it aroused the people to even sironger selidarity and actiom to
demand an and of torture in our country.)

. Vs, Kwon's case is not yet closed. A nationwide signature campaign
is being conducted for her uneonditional release from prison, The sig-
natures will be sent to the Ministry of Justice along with an gppeal for
har release on the anniversary of her toriure, Juna 26, The same commitlee
is alse ralsing money to give her for use while in prison.

ks, Kwon's case is only one of many exampies of people affering their
bodies as a living sacrifice on behalf of others. Humbers of university
students, whose totsl effert has been directad to the glmost imposaible
goal of university entrance, nave in thoir junior or senior year given it
5ll up on behalf of those wiho are vietime of injustice and oppression, and
on behal® of democracy and freedom. Professors have lost their jobs, tea-
chers have been fired, religiocus leaders and politieians have gone to
prison. All of these have sacrificed their futare for a cause, without
nesitation, Students face brutality and violence of Pﬂlil’.‘-& and other
agencies without fear, feeling remorse only on account of the disappoint—
rent and suffering of their parents.

et us Jook at the field of Jabour. World statisties show that Korean
factory workers work the longest hours and for the lowest pay. oStranger
still is that women work longer hours than men, and of course, at lower
wages. 4omen suffer double exploitation, with the discrimination against
women in general being added to the bad situstion of labourers.

tany factories employ far morc Women than men, and all oversears are
1t is often reported that male workers are bribed by manaremant
sa of their feeling of responsibility for

[AErl.
(men are more susceptible becau
providing for their family) to control women who LTy to organize to im-
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prove conditions for all. The women muy be beaten Up, or even sexuslly

abusod,

Possibly in even worse situation are the farmers. Government :olicy,
which makes it impossible to make a Hﬂcent living from farning, (orces
young peonle to leave the farm %o swell the urban work forgce. This leavaos
fewer people to de the farm work. As usual, women have the hardest part.
After sharing in the long hours-on the land, they must alsc manage all
the housework--and without any modern conveniences we take for granted,
The price of farm produce is kept so low that it is impossible to make a
Living, which leads to pecple going deeper and deeper into debt, Farm
prices are deliberately kept low so that peosle can manage to live on low
wages, te keep Yorea attractive to overseas investments. It keeps Yorean
products competitive on the world market, but also assures factory owners
of high profits. Added to the nardship of farmers trying to make a liwving
from the land is the pressure from the U.S, for Korea to import their
excess farm produce. This leads to anti-American feclings by students,
especially, but worse, it causes many farmers to commit suicide in their
despair of ever getting out of debt and making a decent iving.

Church women are largely from the middle class, and display a middle
olass mentality. They are rather conservative, yet wanting refnrms. They
always want to improve their situation, attain a higher status, and they
want all gvailable conveniences, and are very consumer-oriented, In
general, womon are afraid of taking actisn to bring about change. Unlike
men, who are likely to try to fight against problems and suffaring, women
are more likely to accept whatever suffering comes to them as their fate,
assuring they must just make the best of it,

women have o weak sense of identity. They live in their husbands!
lives, amd usvally consider their place is in the home—ieeping things

pleasant and convenient for their husband and family.

If this i3 true for women in general, it iz doubly trus for Churc
wamen, Besides their cultural orientation, they are further trained by -
the minister (2 male) to be obedient, believe what they are taupht without
thinking throupgh tneir faith or its implientions, If g Chureh Jomen's

Associntion desides to hold a lecture, only 20% of grouns woeuld make thai-
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ovn decision as to the theme, vhile 633 would defer to the ministosts
suggestion, In choosing the speaker, we find that 187 might make their
own cholee, while T1% would leave the decision to the minister.

How can such self-centred, weak-willed and submissive womaen take on
the suffering and pain of their poor neighbours?! It is our experidnce
that one of the most common causes for them to chanpe is through the
awarsness-of their sons end daughters. GZspecially if the young people
take part in a demonstration and are arrested; the mothers' gwareness of
the politicel reality grovs rapidly. This often puts them in a- situstion
where they also hear the personal experience of others!' suffaring, and
often they take this on them as their own. For exarple, when women heard
about the sex torture suffered by Ms. Kwon, they all came to think of
¥s. Hwon as their own daughter, and were willing, even eager, to do what-
ever they could to see that sex-abuse by police of young women taken to
police stations be stopped. They hope they may save their own daughters
from suffering a similar fate.

in the same way, PARK Jong Chul, who died under torture, as mentioned
earlier, became the son of &ll the women, and they shured the pain of hi
own mother, and determined to fight agninst the use of torture, '

It was these two cases, more than anything elxe, which made the vari-
ous women's action groups form a coalition. It is ecalled the Korean
Assoeiation of domen's Organizations; and includes 21 different organiza-
tions from a broed spectrum of society--Church groups, both Protestant and
Homan Catholie; Buddhist groups, and social action proups unrelated to
Chriztianity, OGroups like YaCA are notice®bly not included in the

coalition,

A5 those who call ourselves by the name of Jesus Christ, we must
all have a common concern for the weak, the poor and the marpinalized,
If we really kmew Christ, we would inevitably work topether for the common
carncern of peace and justice for all End's children: This is pur ¢comnon
| concern, and one which ve cannot do without you, amd I believe you cannot
do without us, %e have to work topether and pray together. The destiny
of our country Iz tied up with your couniry. 1In o many ways your eouniry
is uging ours for its oun beneflit--militarily, economically, politienlly.
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Especially our educated youth have become more and more aware of this
fact, and if you study what is happening, 1 am sure you will readily
underatand the growing feelings of anti-Americanism, It is a sericus
crime in Yorea to express feelings of anti-Americanism, It is also a
sorious crime to oppose the storing of nuclear weapons in Korea, althoupgh
we ore well aware that if they wore used, cur countiry as well as lorth
Xorea would be destroyed. «e hdve come to realize that the nuclear
weanons are here, not for our protection, but because America wants them
here, We are a pawn in the hands of the superpowers——America, Japan,
China, Russia. we have no freedom to speak out about any of thisy but
you do have that freadom,

The people of both Herth and South Korea desire unification ol our
divided country, but it is to the advantage of the U.5, and fussia, and
to the advantage of the powerful dictalors on both sides to keep the
division. ¥e need your help, your understaniing, your prayers, and your

pressire on your goveramant,

e
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MESSAGE FOR UCC - U3A
Prepared by Rev. KIM Sang Keun
General Secretary of The Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea

First, I extend my sincere apology and deep disappointment that I cannot
ba with you in paraun.' In the hopes that it will help, I am sending the
message that I would bring you if I could be there, The fact that I am not
with you speaks for itself of the.situation of my eountry. It is very
difficult for me to obtain a passport, and when I get one it is for just cne
trip. Last year I obtained one and then was not allowed to use it, so hoped
it might be possible to go to the U.5. this time, But although the passport
is issued for a year, according to the law it must be used within six months. -
I realize this does not make sense—neither do many of the things I will tell you.

For those of you who are not acquainted with the situation, let me tell
you a little about ocur political situation. We have had dictatorships ever
since the end of World War II when wve were "liberated" from Japan. 3ince the
aavle 1060: 1t hos been s military dictatorship. The present military dictator
came intoe pover in 1980, over the baskground of the Kvangju incident, in which
hundreds of our peonla were killed, And sinee that time we have been ruled
under & wousuieuuwiun furael Oy & group of people appointad for th:z fzb b
President Chun Doe “Whan, Besides its pgreat inadequacies, it has no legiti-
macy in the eyes of the people. It must be revised, and since the 1985
gluctions, even it povernment party has agreed that it be revixed. bHut that
dpesnlt moan the nrahlem iz aolved, To be lepitimate the revision must take
placa in the Hational '.ﬂ.snamhlgr, but the govermment keeps this from coming about
by keaping the opposition party in a state of turmeil. No doubt you wonder
how that could be, but I assure you there are ways, and they are being used—
where members cannot be bribed, perhaps they can be threatened inte causing
trouble or co—uperating with the miling party. Lack of press freedom, of
course, plays an important role in all of this. The two opposition leaders
(advisors to the main opposition party) are in fact acting in close co-
operation, but to read neuspapers or hear newscasts, you would be convinced
that they are antagonistie. It is unfortunate that the main cpposition party
had to split, but under the circumstances, it was the only way. It leaves
the small group of those who were collsborgting with the government outside
their ranks and thus unable to harm the party so serlously,
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The peopla's great desire is for democracy--a transfer of powar, somathing
which has never happenad ir our histary--and a civil government. When we
apeak of democracy, we mean freedom of the nrasa and freadom of sreach. Hews
reporters wuld ba abla to lsarn factsa and orint or ranort them, and raople
would not bs afraid of baing overheard when they soeak their minds, or that
they might be arrested for expressing their oninion. Hirlsters would not
fear arrest because of the content of their sermons and even their srayers.
Democracy would mean the release of prisoners of conscisnts, all of whom ara
in prison for speaking or acting on behalfl of human rights, freedom and
der:eccracjr, People would not fear illegal arrest on the streat bacause of
their oopositien to government policies. There would be no torture or
viclence used against political detainees. There would be freedom of
assembly. Pecple could gather to demonstrate their onposition to a policy
or to make known their dasires. Thera would be freadom of education.
University professors weuld be frees to encourags their students to thirk ard
aralyse tha situation. Thar2 wuld not s informars in every class rApor-
ting oniniens unfavourable to the goverrment. The curriculum. and aven the
time-table of schools wuld not be ha~dad down by the ministry, but there
would be freedom for teachers or schools iu sal their own schedules ard not

have to fear arrest, or at least losing their job, if they express a personal

opinion diffarent from the party line.

All of thase dreams are just that--dreamsy-with no hope of baing
realized in the oresent system because every segment of society is under
a government structura which dictatas avery facet. To allow any of thasa
frasdoms would lassen the government's powsr, and so the present structurs
will not allow it. The only hopa for change is = change in the power

structures ard those in pesitions of oower. This car only haonen if ther: is
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direct oreside-tial election. Of course, tha orese~t goverrm=nt has
rno intantion of allowl=g such a thing to hanpen. The oo~o=sition party
has take: as its rola the job of se=ing that the people's dasire for

a real chawge of government takes place. Tha people have not voted
for prasident since tha 1971 a‘.l‘:uctinn, and they are datermined that
this time there be a direct election. They ara well aware that the
sugrestion by the goverrment party of a cabinet system is nothing

more than a new way for the same pecple to retain oower.

Tris i3 closely linked with the people's longing for reunification.

The only hooa for urification is throwrh democracy. It 1s the division
which has made possible the successive dictatorships in the south,

and one long dictatorship ir the north. Tha division of the countrv
is the excusa for the dictstorshin, and it is also the excuse for tha
aporasaion of frecdoms asd human rights. In the south we hava had 0
ymars of rabld antl-communlsi education. Anything that the govermmenti
doasnit 1ike is labelled communist and anything dene in the pame of
anti-communiam is acceptable--even torture and death. Unification can
only come about if we have democracy, yet the cnly hope for democracy

is unification,

There is a difference betwsen the situwation now and what it was
in tha 70s. The Church now has a possibility of playlng a rols in tha
struggla. This is a sig~ of tha awakening of the -ecople to the neli-
tical realitlies, and to *ha fact that oolitlcs is not only relatacd to
noliticians bu* is also the reaconsibility of the peonle. The Bds have
seen a tremendeous charnge in the awararass of tha meonle in genaral as
to the situation of our country. Thev ars tired of the military die-

tatorship's onoression of the poor. During the T0s dheva—wene
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thare wera individuals who struggled for certain issusz, and intellec-
tuals and religious leaders who strugeled on behalf of the poor and
oppressed. But during the B80s the poor, themselves, have begun a struggle
for thalr right to a.decant livalihood and for theair human rights. Tha
efucatad have strugrlad for fraa“om of speech and orass. Teachers have
struggled for frasdom and autnnﬁ;v in education. Meligions leaders and
students have struggled on behalf of unifiecation. Tn other words, thare
is an on-going atruggle against the powers that he in everv segment of
aéciany.

wot surprisingly, as the consclousnass of the peopla is awakerad, and
their movements for change incraase, oppression of pegpla's movements by
the government is slso stepped up. This oppression in turn increases tha
paopla's opoosition to and struggle against the government. The peonle have

bacome mora united in their common struggle.

Recently we have become aware of God's intayvention in our situvation.
Tha government, in its attempt to maintain the status quo, triss tv divide
those who struggle for change by the use of fabrication and marnioulation.
The use of torture to fabricate communists has baen a grmmon practice. Tha
Church was outraged at the crvel torfure in the case of KT¥ Key~ Tae, who
haaded a grouo know~ as Youth for Democracy, but did rot take un the issue
in any kind of owerall joint action. Wne- God gave M=z, KWON the courage %o
expose the sex torture she had endured under questioning, it wms stronsly
taken up, especially by women's action grouna. Ms. Kwon was s university
graduate who joined the factory work force. This is impossible, legally,
g0 she falsified identification papars in order tc get a gob. 3She had
already quit her job when sha was arrested and chnrged with forging official

documant=s. Bacause of her sexual abuse--of which there was not tha lopst
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doubt--scores of lawyers offered their services free of chargs, a'd ths
case became widely known. Ms. Kwon was still sentencad on the grounds
that the sex torture claim had nothinsz to do with the case. It had the
affact, however, of making known that thera is wide use of sexual abuse
as a police tactiec, and of arocusing women's groups to taking strong joint
action, and led eve-tually toc *their forming a ::nn-li.ﬂun for taking actlon

wha~avar the need arisas,

Put it was only when a death bv torture bacams known that the opsonle’
as & whole wera roused to action. There is no doubt that there have bean
other deaths by torture, but the case of PARE Jons Chul, a 23 year old
Sepul National University student, torturad in an effort to force him to
reveal names or whereabn uts of prople in hiding, was the first to be made
known in such a way that it was impossible for the govermment to cover it
uo. This is where I believe we see CGod at work. The join® wman's groups
held an effectiva demonstration in front of the building where the torture
daath took olace, and NCCK set up a Speclal Committee &gainst Torture,
which planned a Peonla's Memorial Saerviece. T chaired the committee and
was responaible for dotails of the Mamorial Service. Mn February 7, the
day of the Memorial Service, accordirg to orior warnine, ths govermen*
mobilized soma 70,000 riot contrel troocs, haavily armed with teargas gunms,
which successfully orevented the planned mass memoirial sarvice. From the
day before, ;111 those active in the plans were held undar house arrest, (T
was one of several who managed to escace, and took part in the street rally.)
The show of force was unable th prevant tha pecple's clear demonstration
of their fury against an administration which has lesgelized torture, and
avan murder. The Homan Catholic Cathedral was the aite chosen for the

memorial ssrvice, and sc as not to be accused of oreventing a worshin service,
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some 500 priests and murs were allowsd to go in. Put crowds of people of

every religion and no religion filled the streets.

The cecole's solidarity was seen in their invelvement in the Memo-
rial Service. HNot only were they on the street, but hundreda contributed
W1,000 each for the Service in spita of the dun.gﬂzl' to them of takling such
a stand.

The goverrment controls the ceonle through the opprassive force of
police and riot squads; it uses the Anti-Communist (or National Security)
law to control any attampt by the peonle to bring sbout change or eaven ex-
prass thair opposition; or it has neonla detained and sentanced by Summary
Court to short seriods of imprisonment. This latter hasoanad to me in
connection with anothor acoaal made to the REC: Committeas Againast Tortura.

4 Peace March and service was nlanped for the !i9th day after Park's
death--a Buddhist custom. Again, of course, rict ocolice with tsargas =madse
participation a miserable experisnce, and no service was possible at the
end. I was kept from taking nart in that event!

A few days bafores, in late March, NCCK Special Committes Against
Tarture received arn aspeal from tha mothar of a youny soldier attached to
the U.S. Army (called KATUSA), that there be an investigation into the
death of her son, KIM Yonz Kwon, whose body had bean found on the T.5. base,
and sha did not balieve tha ranort that it had bear suleide. So we sent a
Statement, togathar with a letter domanding an investigation, to the U.S5.
Army Command Headquarters and the 11.5. Embasav, knowi-r 1t was futile to
gat a reliable investigation from Korean army authorities. 35ince the
letter a d atatement went out in my name, I was ordered to anpear at a
Police Station for questioning. After two days of interrogation, T was

setanced by Summary Court to 7 days detention.-the charge. "aspreading
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groundless rumours". The people were still un in arme over the death of
PARK .long Chul wha-~ KIM Tong Kvon's mothar reported that ha had bean tér.
tured by Ko ean military authoritias praviously, and she found many suspi-
cious points related to his death which made har suspact it was caused by
torture. The people wers only teo ready to believe this, which of coursa,
upset the governmant authoritias, |

It was because of my position on the NCC Committae that I was do.
tained, but my position as Ganeral Secretary of the PROK involved that '
denomination totally. Since the committas had respondad to an appasal , our
invol vement was S5een as our Christian rescorsibility, and thus my arrest
Was Condemned as interfarence in the Freedem of Mission. RNallias were hald
for "Protaction of the Fraedom of Mission" and for the "Sradication af
Torture a~d Vislencen.

My experience in datention brought me in close contact (for » short
time crowdad into cell with ten or sa others) with the real minjung My
cell mates warg people whe had been oicked up for drunken brawls and strant
Tights and such, T was obviously from a different part of society and they
scon learnad I was a minister and why I was there. Immadiataly they asked
me to help them obtain theip human rights. Thig showed me that the minjung
do see the Churoh as & source of hooe. The Churen has a resoonsibility to
work for juatice for tha waak, the marginalized, the soverty-stricken.

Indeed, the Church is out in front in the struggle for the =oor and
oppressad. Zspecially NOT and {ts 3ix membar Churches--FROX PCK, Mathodist,
Anglican, Salwatiion Army and Evangelical Churches--which maka up about half
the srotestant mambarshiny-nlay an important role.

The study of Minjung Thaolagy has helped to maka tha Churchbacome mars

and more awara of 1ts responsibility for such teonla, Of Course, aver in
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these Churches, while there are some liberala, with croncearm for-aocial

Justice, there ar= also conservatives who considar Minjung Theology to be
harstical. The goverrment uses them to try to dfivide NOT and the de-omi-
nations which nm'lté it wp. In spite of the opposition %o Mintung Theology
even within our own Church, it has influencas our Church to work with and
for the poor. Many young pandt.ura. have started new small churches in slum
or worker areas, even though they know by so doing they will have a hard
time making a livalihood, asz well as sufferirg hardshio through harrass-
] ment py police.

The PROK is a small Church, enly 30,000 members out of a tetal
Christian population of about 8 millien. Put our Church has taken a strong
leadership reole in the area of fuman rights ant mission among the poor.
The PROK was the first denomination to take un the issue of Reunification
of our divided courtrv. At orasent we have S0 ~f our members in prizon,
including twe ministars, Revs. MO Tk Hwar and FANG Hea Nam, and two un-
ordained Church2leaders, KIM Hyun Soe and PR Sang Hwan.

Because of our stand for unii cation and other issues, wa are tha
target for government harrassment in many ways. One examola is the Chail
Church situation. The pastor, Rev. PARK Hyung Kyu, is an outsnoken critie
and strong defendar of human rights. He has spent several terms in prisen

since 1973. A faw years ago trouble broke out in his church. At first 1t

seemed like an internal problem--two of the four eldars and a small minority

of the congregation demanded the ministeris rasignatior. Their tactics
moved from disruntien of Sunday service to violsnce against the ministar
ard his suonorters. Soon outsidars ware idertifiad among the dissidant
group, and eventually the ministar's osponsats forcibly took mosaassion of

the building and by viclence kent the congragation out. Police rafy=ad
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to respond to appeals for protection of the congregation from the gang-
stera. For the past 28 months the services have basn held on tha streat
outside a Police Station, where violence against them would ba too obvious
aven to hyapasﬁaru for the nolice to ignore. At least now they need not
fear being beaten up during service.
Arnother sxample was ;n incident during last Yaar's Qenaral Assambly.
An item anpeared in the loecal newsoaper where the Assembly took olace,
and was distributed to each delegate, throwing suspicion on the handling
of money fiom abroad by the Assembly office. It seemed to ba an attempt t;
divide our members with a view to oreventing me being elected to a sacond
term as Geanaral Secrestary. Another aim was und-ubtadly to give the PROK
a bad image in the =yes of peonle unralated to the Church.
‘ Before closing, I would like to say a little about ths future of
the PROK. We need to imorove our record in the area of sarvice to soclety.
Efforts in political issues cannot be avoided, but we must mot stop there.
We need to broaden our concerns to Eo bayond the walls of the Church and
recognize our responsibility to the poor and marginalized. We talk a lot
about Minjung Theology, but we must move beyond Just studying it intellec-
tually and begin living it.

An important and ureent task is bringing our people closer together
in theolory and oractice. Thare is teo g™2at a gap hetween the liberals
out in front, the conservatives who oppose the activists and thair actisg_
ties, and the large majority somawhers betwaan,

For the nast %0 years the Chureh has bean guidad by the Ceaneral
Assembly. It is now time for the initiative to be centrad in the
preshytaries, thus placing the rasponsibility for the 1ife ad witneass
of the Church on many leadars throughout the Church, making for a

healthier Church.
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The PROK came into being as a senarate Church in 1953, which
means we will celebrate our S0th An~iversary in 2003. Scripture
sats the Sdth year as the Tear of Jubiles. We should set that

a3 the target time for us to realize our potential in social

service appropriate to our faith statement. QOur weak point ia that

all of our members do not subscribe to the same faith confession.

Our task is to realize our wvision of a community of peace with

Justice, with all cur members involved in bringing it about.
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