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The followmg are excerpls {rom wartrme
itary documents: stressing the need to
oduce a system of “comfort women.’
Warning about the conduct of army per-
anel toward local residents, issued in
e 1938 by Naosaburo Okabe, chief of -
Af of the North China Army, to each unit:
A1 Recently, sabotage of transportation’
¢ fA%tworks in Shandong Provmce has been
tquently reported. ™ i
2 The slow recovery of public order is
ttly due to the insufficient number of
#%ps in the rear. But it is also true that
gal conduct by soldiers and officers to-
“Jrd lno'\l residents has stirred up their

yeit

‘when compared thh the large number of
soldiers. .:

il Because Shanghal and Nan]mg have
‘some facilities other than military comfort

* quarters to satisfy soldiers, comfort women -

./were sent to remote areas or the front,

‘which lack military comfort quarters. But
! quite a large number of rape cases have
‘occurred in the countryside.
- *Behind the occurrence of rape is not only
the lack of comfort women but also the fact -
that soldiers are curious about Chinese
women, as students abroad are interested
in Western women. '
Besides, they think lhev can do nnvthmq

Flnlln lurle: i
By SHINJI ITO ¢

' _Stattwriter

AT
L Wartime Japanesc troops
“never questioned the morality
of buying the sexual services
.of **comfort -women,’’. who
were in large part brought
from colonized Korea to front-
line brothels, “according to
former SOldlerS ,who helped
“run the facilities. e

“It was’quite natural for
us,” said former 2nd Lt. Seiki-

'QUESTIONS OF
RESPONSIBILITY

-chi"Yamada, whose ‘wartime
duty was to supervise ‘‘com-
..fort quarters” in Japanese-
occupied Wuhan ln eastern
+China. #i 5, ¢ by 4l

.~ Prostitution -was’ legal at
that time under Japanese
*.law, and paying for comfort
.-women ‘‘was not a special
*“act,”’. Yamada ‘said. “Things

ed.
;- Prostitution was outlawed
; m Japan in 1957.

built across East Asia be-
tween the late 1930s and 1945
as the Imperial Japanese Ar-
my invaded China and South-

'~ east Asia. The facilities were
owned by civilians but were
rcgulated by local occupation
forces. :

Rape deterrence i

The mxhtary felt it needed
them to. maintain morale, to

discourage troops from rap- -
ing local women (which led -

earlier to anti-Japanese riots)
and to prevent the spread of

syphilis and other- diseases * .

from unmanaged prostitu-
. tion.~ .
Yamada, who lives in To-
kyo, said he has little interest
in the growing calls for finan-
cial compensation to atone for

were completely - different )
“from the modern era, " he not- 7.

.Hundreds of brothels were

,any lnjustlces in the comfort
women system. These include

the alleged abduction and co- -

ercion of thousands of Korean

women to serve the soldlcrs

botht

needs. st

< “I no longer thlnk about

such issues any more,” Ya-
mada said. “More than four
decades have passed and my
concern has waned.”.t 7}
Yamada said he is annoyed
by the publicity he has re-

ceived in recent months over

lus wartime role. :{» ~

nne {brothels 'seeme

', And if by chance he were to '

encounter any of the women
he knew in Wuhan, “I would
have nothing to say," he said.
+ Keiichi Ito, whose military

to provide -supplies for the
women, said his feelings are
so complex he would not be
able to find the proper words

" duty in a Nanjing suburb was _

to discuss the period with the :

‘women he knew.

. .. Words cannot describe
how I feel, and this is true not

Sy qoee .
‘““This is an immense issue. .

" just for comfort women but -

also for other things that re-
“late to the war. Saying that I

/ feel sorry for the women does

.not sound right,” the 75- year-
old novelist said.

Ito has written extcnswely
on the women and other as-
pects of the war. .\ . -

:Origins unknown

. Most of the soldiers ncver
knew how the women came to

.

‘be in the brothels, he said, but

the troops believed they came
of their own accord.. .

The idea of compensatmg
.the comfort women is proba-

bly impractical,. he said, be-.

cause selecting the real vic-
tims among those :who have

- 'or may in the future come for-

ward will be difficult.
The former soldiers are ei-
“ther dead or too old to re-

- ~member the details and testl-

-fy, Ito added.

In an essay pubhshed in
1977, Ito wrote that foot sol-
diers — young men drafted to

‘. come to a foreign land to kill -
. or be killed — and the local |

- he wrote. “But when a soldier ;
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times'the women were treat-
ed like sex tools, but there-’
. comfort’ -women shared a was alwaysasense of solldar-
sense of solidarity. | " ity. |

“The Korean women, al-:
though they were engaged in |
comforting, did not easily
trust the Japanese soldiers,”

/women were meant for
undisciplined draftees ¢

. way to stop them from
- domly raping local resid¢
‘“The number of drafted
diers was huge, so the ¢

* fort women must have h;

“The women and soldlers
were not simply sellers and
buyers. . Frequently, there
were emotional and dramatic
.moments that.were possnble
served a woman faithfully ' only-at the front.” .- :
and she -and the .women ' Kikuichi Fukuyama," 71,
around her recognized that, ! was a fighter pilot in the’ ar-
they turned off their alarms, | my. He recalled seeing hun-’
and the man was accepted in- ¢ dreds of comfort women —
to their life. -

‘hard time. . . Their bo
must have been worn o
‘Fukuyama said. ‘‘Sold
: usually had no women aro
‘them, so they must have
ed like desls at the com
quarters.”. . ¥

5 Koreans, Taiwanese and Chi- At yr N

“Such a soldier would help : nese — ‘on the streets in ’- Flﬂ\ﬂyamﬂ believes "¢
them on various matters. For * Guangzhou, Chma and else- pensation should be paic
example, the women may \vhere ) . those who'were abducted

Almost all the draftees, in- . forced to work and to t}
cluding married troops, used who were. deceived into
the brothels, Fukuyama said. : lng the job. %
+*“Their only pastime wastogo ' ‘‘We should pay them
out on off-duty days to eat, ~much as they want in ¢
drink and use comfort wom- pensation,” he said. {‘Ja
en,” he said. gives big sums of money e

But most career military year in economic assista
men, like himself, did not vis- to developing nations. S
it the brothels, he said. would not be a fiscal bur

They believed the women  for us to pay the women.’

have wanted to secretly send | °
letters or goods to certain sol-
diers who were away at the
front. Or the women may
have wanted to know how the
soldiers were doing. a

s
‘Sense of solidarity’ . .
“Both the women and the
soldiers lived at a low level in
the social hierarchy. Some-



