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accept its responsibility under international law and still refuses to give proper compensation

to the victims of this heinous crime against humanity.

The Korean workers’ delegation strongly requests the officers of the Committee to seriously
consider this matter in the process of selecting a list of observations to be submitted to the
Committee for further consideration. It is the firm belief of my delegation that the
International Labour Conference should not turn its face away from this significant violation
. of the ILO Convention. - - — . - ‘

I thank you for your attention and look forward to a meaningful outcome.
Sincerely yours,

Park, In-sang
Workers’ delegate, Republic of Korea
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Thank you Brother Chairman,

When we are discussing a limited list of individual cases, naturally core conventions draw

our immediate attention and concern.

I would like to mention a case regarding the Convention No.29 of the Forced Labour. Last
year, we discussed several individual cases regarding the Forced Labour Convention. In
those discussions, what [ had found the most striking was the sexual slavery. Young girls
were kidnapped and trafficked for the sex business. This is the most serious form of
violation on human rights and against the Forced Labour Convention.

This year, in the Report of the Experts Committee, we can find the most notorious case of
human rights violations on women by the Japanese Imperial Government prior to and during
the World War II. In the Report of the Experts Committee presented to this Conference
Committee, I would like to invite you to refer to page 85 regarding Japan in the Part I of
the Report.

Japan ratified the Forced Labour Convention in 1932. From 1930s and until the end of the
World War II, Japanese Imperial Government forcibly recruited hundreds of thousands of




,

young women and girls of Korea, China, the Philippinés, the Netherlands ‘and so forth for
military sexual slavery. 7To our surprise, some . of them were even before their first

menstruation.

This horrifying fact has been concealed for almost a half century. After the war ended, most
of them were killed or abandoned at the battle fields. Some fo the victims still survive in

their pains and agonies and get aging 60s or over.

In March last year, the Federation of Korean Trade Unions submitted a representation to the
Governing Body against Japan in violation of the Forced Labour Convention. However, the
procedure of the Governing Body is very slow and to date we have not received any decision
on the receivability from the Governing Body.

In the meantime, however, totally separate from our representation to the Governing Body,
the Osaka Fu Special English Teachers Union in Japan submitted their observation on the
issue of sexual slavery, so called “comfort women” by Japan. And this year’'s Report of the
Experts Committee contains the comments on Japan in violation of the Forced Labour
Convention. I have a deep trust on the independence, objectivity and impartiality of the
Experts Committee, which is truly the conscience of the ILO activities. -

We all are combatting against child labour and forced labour, and Japan is playing a big role
in the international society as one of the biggest industrialised countries. However, as far as
Japanese Government keeps trying to mislead international opinion not taking state
responsibility on this issue and we one way or another have to close an eye pretending not
to have seen the most serious form of forced labour, namely sexual slavery, I am afraid that
every our effort against the child labour and the forced labour would be just an empty voice. .

In this respect, Brother Chairman, I request our group to support the inclusion of an
individual case on Japan in violation of the Forced Labour in the list of the individual cases.




Thank you, Brother Chairman

Every Wednesday for some 3 years, whether it rains or snow, victims of military sexual

slavery by the then Japanese Imperial Government holds a rally in front of the Japanese

Embassy in Seoul, Korea. The demands of the surviving and aged victims are not responded

by the Japanese Government. .

However, the UN Human Rights Comrrﬁssion recently concluded that the system of comfort
stations set up by the then Japanese Imperial Army was a violation of its obligation under
the international law and that Japan still remains legally responsible for that violation.

In this respect, I would like to express my strong disappointment and sadness on that the list
of individual cases does not include the case of Japan in violation of the Convention No. 29.
However, I still do hope that the Conference Committee can discuss this case next year.
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