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RECOMMENDATION OF
THE 2™ ASIAN WOMEN'S NETWORK FORLUM
“Building Inclusive and Safer Cities for Women™

Recognizing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with 17 Sustainable
Development Goals and 169 targets, one of which is Goal 11 —makes citics and human
seltlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.

Following the 2™ Asian Women's Network Forum with the theme “Building Inclusive
and Bafer Cities for Women™, participants representing Asian cily officials, women NGO
activists and  international organization experts hoas apreed on the following
recommendations for governments, NGOs, women's organizations, and the internasional
networks take action for a more inclusive, more gender responsive and safe cities for all
residents.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT

First, in order to create safer cities, local governments should in their policy making take
into consideration factors like the gender, age, nationality and language of those who
comprise the ¢ity's population from a perspective of prevention of vielence through safety
povernance. Special provisions should be made 1o accommodate those who are differently
abled, who have multiple responsibilities as care-givers, or who may come from different
cthnic and cultural backgrounds.

Second, local governments should put in place systems to prevent and address gender-
based violence and 1o ensure safety in situations of disasters and camastrophes, They
should conduct gender-centric analysis of current safiely levels prevailing in their cities
and collect relinble gender-sensitive data that should guide them in their policy making
and administration,

Third, local povernments should evolve urban plans and design: 1o guorintee women's
safety. Urban spaces, like streets, parks, public toilets, housing, and transportation
gvstems should be designed in a manner that ensures the safety of women as well as of
other vulnerable groups like the elderly and the disabled.
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Fourth, local governments are urged to acknowledge the practical knowledge and
lendership of women, from neighborhoods to city levels, and should actively encourage
women's participation in their decision making processes, ¢specially while devising plans
and strategies for women's safety. In addition, female representation in ¢risis management
committees should be enhanced particularly with regard to political, administrative and
business interventions on safety.

Fifth, local governments should come up with gender-responsive safety guidelines and
establish support svstems for women survivors of violence as well as communities that
are vulnerable to dizasters. For example, local governments should provide legal suppon,
medical support, and professional counseling and set up adequate shelters for victims of
violence including the provision of space for women, Local governments together with
the national government should increase female participation in training for disaster
munagement, including emergency evacuation measures. They should also ensure clear
sipnage and public messaging on where disaster shelters are located, educate the public
an recognizing emergency warmnings, and drvw up pender-responsive guidelines for each
type of disaster, keeping in mind the specific needs of women. There are other affected
and ather vulnerable sectors in society such as the elderly, children, immigranis and the
disabled that must be provided with rights-based support.

Sixth, local authorities like the police, the emergency services, and the public transport
services should ensure that their personnel are sensitized to these concerns, and trained to
respomd 1o violence against women and disasters in a gender-centric, gender-sensitive
manner.

Seventh, the national govermment musi peovide full support (0 implement policies and
programs that support the recommendations.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND CITIZENS

First, female citizens and neighborhood communities should organize and participate in
‘A city free from violence against women' campaign, with the media encouraged 1o
prevent the issue by raising public awareness on gender equality and women's rght to
safety and mobility, These improvements should go in line with globally sccepted
principles of inclusion for all groups regardless of gender, ethnicity, ape or religion.
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Second, women's organizations and local communities should work together on
mobilizing local communities for women’s safety. It should be mandatory for all
community activities to have equal gender representation, and the active panticipation of
adolescents and girls.

Third, grassroots women's organizations should conduct safety auwdits in local
neighborhoods with the involvement of the residents, in order to evolve ways to establish
an independent community safety net.

Fourth, women in communities should run safety leadership training programs for women
and girls, Women should be encouraged 10 share their everyday experiences and suggest
medsures (0 address safety concems,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS

First, building on their geographical proximity and cultural similarities, cities in Asia
should work together to share their experiences in recovering from disasters, tackling
violence in all forms, including gender violence, and in ending a culture of gender
discrimination and impunity, These improvements should go in line with globally
accepted principles of inclusion for all groups regardless of gender, ethnicity, age or
religion.

Second, the international city network should recognize the importance of city-to-city
partnerships and networking in order to build a safe urban environment for women.
International citics should acknowledge that they are accountable for women's safety and
must put in place plans and practices in achieving this end.

Third, the international city network should recognize that gender equality and a non-
discriminatory social environment are important for women's safety.

Fourth, the international city network should share the agreed recommendations with all
cities and regions in Asia.

Fifth, the intemmational city network should also share its vision and best practices on

addressing violence against women as well as its disaster safety policies with other cities
of the warld,
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Asian Women's International Network: Asian Dialogue

In collaboration with:

K.H. Angela Kang,
President of Seoul Foundation of Women and Family,
Seoul, Korea

kyu Sook Lim,
Assistan mavor of Women and Family AfTairs Office,
Seoul Metropolitan Government, Seoul, Korea

Umetani Junk,

Special Adviser 1o the Hyopgo Governor for Regional, s
Revitalization & Women's Empowerment, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan 4% -"‘a‘- “m ;‘

Corazon Julinno Soliman,
Farmer Secretary of Depanment of Social Welfare and /Q'éb(—
Development of the Philippines, Manila, Philippines 7

o

Pamela Philipose, ?% e PMU}M%

Board Member of Jagori, Delhi, Indin

Laurs Pérez
President, Metropolis Women International Network

Sayel Cortes, %
Safer Cities Program Coondinator, CilyNet
el

Sri Husnaini Sofjan M
Senior Program Strategist, Huairou Commission

Morliza Abdullah,
Director of Town Planning,
Municipal Council of Seberang Perai, Malaysin
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