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This is the first time that 1, as a Protestant lay person. have had
the opportunity to speak to a religious group like this. I Feel
honored and 1 thank vou tor having invited me. A= 1 know that the
other two panel members are apeaking about Women in the Cchurch and
women Workers, my presentation will be largely from the standpoint
of women, and about the activities and the works of the Korean
women's Organization United.

The history of women's movement in Korea is about 100 yvears old

and with all the various groups of women added together, there are
aboul 100 groups at present . Aamong Lhese 100 groups more than hal F
involve women who have education and are of the middle class. Their
tendency i2 to maintain the sLatus quo, not carrving out activities
of a real movement for <nrcial change as much as maintaining an
institution, promoting friendship ties, etc. Their concern is not
on the change of values or the change of structure of our society.
They are more inclined to preserve the present svstem and to find
wavs within the system to bring men and women into more of an equal
status. For instance, one of their chief objectives is to promote
the apntrance of mMOre wWomen into the National Assemblyv and other

high official positions.

But our experience I3 that even thouah a Few women are raised up

to these high positions, it does nothing for the emancipation

of the masses of women. our desire is Lo develop a women ' s movement
that makes progress along with the progress and liberation of the
mas=es of people in our nation. We wish that our women's liberation
will also work toward relieving the pain and =ufferings of the
masses of our pecple - that we will all achieve liberation together.
our ideal is notbt Lo maintain the status quo with a Few cosmetic
changes but to take a realistic look at our society as it truly is,
and, with a histerical consciousness, we wanbk to create a truly
human community for our nation and peoploe, This community will not
be for the benefit of a special class of people. This communi ty
will be For the benefit and happiness of all peoples, men and

women, and those of all rlas=e=s in order that Lhey can create their
awn 1ives, decide thelr fulure ror Lhemselves and Lake  respon
sibility for their lives and their future.

on March 8, 14985, Lhe direclion ol Lhe women's Movemenl on Lhis
line was proclaimed at the first international Women's Day Korea
women'=s Rally in Korea. 1ague ariented activilblies were cont i nued
from that Lime until Lhis recent International women'=s Dav which
was the third one ever to be held. ©On the occasion of thi=s third
rally, an assoclation binding together 21 organizations was announced
and this constituted Che initiation of this new Korean women' s
organizations United. It includes 21 different organizations

from a broad specirum of sSociely church aroups, both Protestant
andRoman Catholic, Buddhi=st groups, and social action groups
unrelated to Christianity. Gradually the activities of these or-
ganizations as described below - not for thetir own =clfish

honor and achievemenlts but tor the uplifting of the total masses of
our people - have begun Lo win recognition from society.
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Members ol he KWOU, uni tod ftogether o stoogole andd hope, £ nel CHi
conditions of people, especially women, as sSerjous svmpltoms of Lhe
unjust socio-economic and political structures and philosophies
existing todav in our societies. The present injustices arising
out of Lhese structures have led to the near destruction and
alienation of the cultural, soclial, economic and spiritual life of
our people,

First, however, vou nesd some background on the present national
situation which is behind all that I will tell wou. One of the chief
rool causes and greatest problems of our country at this time i=s

that the division of our peoples, which has been imposed by foreign
influences, makes us ever more Ffirmly fixed in a situation of
military arms race and opposing ideologies between North and

iouth Korea. Because of this division, our power holders use this as their

excuse for depriving wus of the basic fresdoms such as speech, press
and freedom of assembly. This is also the reason for a severe
Financial burden - 37% Lo 40% of our national budget has teo be used
for national defensc, Another serious result of the division is the
economic competition between North and South. In order to show our
progress to Lhe North, we have gone into extremes of foreign debt,

In addition to that, special benefits have been glven to a small
number of business groups. Thirty (30 business groups hold 803%

of the nation's capital. AnoLher effecl ix Lhal we have 620, 000

of our yvoung men in the military service and in addition there

are 2% million in the Civil Defense Corps. This means a huge portion
of our yYoung men between the ages of 20 and A0 are diverted from

our national strength for the progress of our nation and it al=o
causes Che prevalence of a military mentallty in our nation.

Because of this milltary control,. the people of our nation are unahle

to express thelr own free will. An example of this is that one
of the daily newspapers did a survey of our peoples’ opinion on the
Cabinet svstem. 94% =aid they did not want this svstem. But the

newspaper was unable to print these results and instead the govern-
ment announced that the Cabinet svstem is desired by the people.

In a militarized society there is no place for the weak - that Is
for the laborer, women, etc. So along with the sufferings ex-
perienced by the general masses of people, women have double sufFer-
ing. In addition, instead of the Feace and Unity which our people
earnestly desire, we are being pushed forward into the dangers of
nuclear war. Furthermore, the economic policies of the past 20
vears which have made us whol ly dependent on foreign capital

and foreign markets, are each dav driving us Further into the

burden of foreign debt. The outflow of our economic surplus to over-
seas has caused our pnation's economy Lo become subjugated, The
continued pressures of the U.S. to force us to open up to imports

is the logic of external circumstances which {2 turning our land
into an economic colonwv.

More Chan at any other time, 1987 is a vear calling for decision
and moving into action in order to achieve a return to the
establ i shment of our independence as a people and our democrati-
zation.

Aagainst this background, let me turn to some of the events and
issues which have taken our interest, concern and time. One of
the areas In which we have become deeply involved is that of
discrimination against women and human rights.
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( ne example is the case of a Z2-vear old woman who was hurt in a

car accident. She was allowed compensation for job earning losses
only up untlil the age ol 25. The reason gliven For this is that Lhe
average woman then becomes a houseworker after 25 and thev awarded
the amount of 2,800 Won per day as the value of a woman's work in
the home. Our organizatlions went into protest against this and we
were successftul . It is now a precedent that a woman must be com-
pensated for emplovment earnings yp to the age of 55. Another ex-
ample was the case of a woman emplovee of the Tae Han Trust Fund
Corporation. At the time of marriage, they tried to force her to
resign. {(we commonly call this "marriage termination®}) but she would
not resign. So to force her., they separated her From her Family

by transfering her to an outlving area. We joined ranks on her =id#
and put up a struggle that was successful . She was re-tranzsfered
back to her family. Another caSe is that of the workers' struggle
For just wages. In Lwo cascs, d group ol workers were Flred for
their part in the struggle. We carried out a bovcott of these pro-
ducts in the case of TOMBOY in June 1985 and the recent case o,

BANG - BANG ., in both cases, the strengih of the boveott, which was
carried out in cooperation with women student groups (these products
are worn chiefly by college students) forced the owners to back down
and return the women to their jobs. Another example is the support
of the mothers and wives of the many prisoners of conscience during
the time they were in jall. In 1986 vLhere were 4,000 arrested and
2,000 were put in prison.

Another women's concern could be the protest against torture. I'H
sure all aof vou are very familiar with the sex torture case in-
volving Miss Kwon. But I need Lo repeat il again for those who are
not familiar with the case. Since the university students and
graduates have become involved inh the labor movement, companies are
pressured not Lo hire a person with posL-high school educalbllon Lo
work in a fFactory as a laborer. ¥Yet, in order to understand the
situation of those who work at that level, many universjty students
desire to have that experience. 7To0o do so0 they have to falsify their
identification papers or use someone else's, 1f caught, of course,
thew are charged with a criminal offense. M=s. Kwon is one such
person. She began work May 20, 1986. She was nol a very strong

or brave person, and after a week of the strenuocus factory life she
quit her Jjob., oOn June 4th she was arrested for falsifving her
registration papers. The investigation was quickly completed because
she admitted the charge. But then the police Investigators tried

Lo force her to reveal the names of people who were involved in the
Mav 3rd riots in Inchon, and when she insisted she did not Know, was
tortured sexual lw. It took great courage on the part of Ms.Kwon

to make known that she had been sexual ly abused. In Korean culture
this ruins a woman’'s reputation and makes her ineligible for
marriage. She is disgraced For 1ife. But Ms. Ewon decided to make
the Ffacts known so as to protect other women from suffering the same
disgrace. It was clear to her that her experience was not an isolated
case.

women's groups learned of her sex torture on June 26 and on Julyv 3rd
M=s. Kwon laid a charge against the policeman who had sexual lv abus=sed
her. She obtained a human rights lawver and told the whole storwv.

The outcome was that nine lawvers volunteered to take up her case

and  baid an o accusal ion against Lhe police ol Cicer. Thi= was Lhe
first Lime ever for lawvers to lav such a charge. Ms5. Kwon's parents
did not want the case publicized. The insisted that to do so would
fex 1o cause their douaghtor a "scecomd deat h” aned reguest od newspapers
and government officials to kKeep it guiel so that it could be
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forgotten. But when this was discussed wilh Mg, kKwon, she =said that

she understood her parenl's attitude and their concern for her, bul
that it would be like a second death to her {f it were covered up at
this point.

This case brought forth ancther First. Joint action was taken by
various groups - Buddhists, Roman Catholic Priests and Nuns,

Protestant groups, and various other women's organizations. The joint
action started quickly and spread throughout the country. In spite

of all these efforts, the District Court sentenced Ms. Hwon to

1% yvears in prison - down from the prosgsecution's demand of = VEBArS,

Ms. Kwon expressed regrel at Lhe pain and suffering the case had

caused her parents, but sald she Felt proud that she had made the facts
of her case known. I this kind of thing is Kept quiet, it Is certain
it will continue, Folice count on women not making their shame public.
Publicity goes a long way toward Stopping the practice. A 1% vear
sentence for falsifying a document was such a miscarriage of justice
that 167 lawvers volunteered theif services and demanded a new trial.
The courts turned it down. Furthermore, on March 28 the Appeals

court confirmed the 1% wvear sentence so Ms. Kwon will not be re-

leased until December 1987. Ms. Kwoh's only regret is that she did

not make a greater fuss, so that pnot only sex torture but anwv

torture would have to have been Stopped and perhaps the life of

Park Chong-chul might have been saved.

Park Chong-chul was a 23 vear old Seoul National University student
who died under police torture iH January 1987. His death was g
tragic loss, but it aroused the people Lo even stronger solidaricy
and action to demand an end to torture in our country,

Ms. Kwon's case is not vet closed. A nalionwide signature campaign
is being conducted For her unconditional release from prison. The
Slgnatures will be sent to the Ministry of Justice along with an
appeal for her release. The same committee is also raising money
to give to her for use while in pri=zon.

Ms. Kwon's case is only one of many examples of people offering

their bodies as a living sacrifice on behal f of others. Numbers of
university students whose total effort has been directed to the

almost !mEn sible goal of university entrance, have in their junior

or seniorfdiven it all up on behalf of those who are victims of in-
justice and oppression, and oh behalf of democracy and freedom. As jou
know, one of the chief motivations for the rally planned for

June 10, 1987 is the continued protest of the cover-up of the death

of Park Chong-chul. Our womens' group was the first to go into action
on this. only a fFew davs after the news of his death, our women

were in the street in front of Nam Young Dong, the place where

the torture had taken place, and were demonstrating. In fFact. even
Cardinal Kim when he first made his statements on the subject

Said: "Can we remain silent when the moLhers are so bravely
protesting?"”

Our United women's groups are very active jn the forefront of Lhe
protest to make our government stop using more tear gas. {(We call
it "Killing Bomb") [t is a protest bv us mothers against the

terrible use of this poisonous tear aas. It is not only damaging

Lo our student sons and daughters but to all of the citizens Inelud-
ing the riot police. Many people are suffering from skin diseases
and other things. In fact the women's organizations will plav a
very important role in the June 10th demonstrations.,
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wWomen are also invelved in the movements for the revision of the
constitution. KwoU protested immediately against the government
position of 1986 which was Lo talk aboutl revision of the present
constitution after the olvmpics. KWOU began the petition movement
for the revision of the constitution together with the opposition
parties and the opposition groups. Finallv the government withdrew
its plan and then planned to revise the constitution before 1988.
This issue of revision raised the question of whether we choose the
president-centered political system or the parliamentary cabinet
political syvstem. The popular choice, starting with KWOU, is to elect
the president directly by the people with a president-centered
svstem. Another focus of Lhe revision of the Constitution is to
clearly legislate in written form the people’'s basic rights and
equal rights for womern. Spcondly, through the revision of the
election laws, the opinion of the people should be falrly
represented.

we women were not alT all surprised at the announcement of 4/13/87
that there would be no revision of the constitution. We had already
had that experience twice before. We had fought for the revision

of the Family Law which discriminates against women. Twice we were
promised by the Majority Party that it would be revised and both
times theyv did not Keep the promise. So Lhis is why I sav that

the 4/13 announcement was no surprise to us women.

The recently fFormed National Organization for Lhe Achievemenl ofF
a Democratic Constitution is also composed in great part by our
women's organizations. We have had a very important part in this
group from the very beginning.

Women's movementfor the freedom of speech |s another aspect af
women's lnvolvement in democratizing our country in this time of
our historv. With the understanding that the most important and
quickest way to democracy is through freedom of speech, KWOL
organized a movement. This was the bovcott of fees for KBS-TV,

the government broadcasting system. which has been successful with
strong popular support and is ongoing. The movement is Lo protest
the distorted and prejudiced reports by public broadcasting and to
press KBS to be fair in its reports. The movement has been positivelwy
supported by the newspapers, the Protestant and Catholic Churches,
YMCA, and other opposition organizations have participated activelw
and willingly, turning it into a nationwide movement., We feel that
this is an important campaign to fight against the manipulated
reporting on TV because TV has a most powerful influence on our
people who depend on il more Lhan on any olher mass mesc o,

We are presently having a membership campaign to carry out Lhese
activities. our first goal Is a membership of 10,000 and we are asking
2 500 Won from each member for financial needs.

To give vou a wholesome picture of women's works, 1 better add some
church women's actions. Among the Christian Womens Groups there

are fFour focuses of effort. The first is a protest against sex
tourism and efforts to counteract this and suppress it. aAnother

is aid to atom bomb victims. Together with the sufferings of

second and third generations, those atom bomb victims number 20,000

in our country. Thev need help for medical needs. The third focus i=
discussion leading toward unification of our people and nation be-
tween the North and South. The fourth one which is just beginning

at this time is the anti-nuclear and anti-war campaigns. Since
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Lhese are sensiUive subjoct<, e ehureh women have Laken Uhe | oad
in this as thev are less liable to be accused of pro-communism.
When these movements have been well established and moving ahead,
then they will become part of the Women's grganizations United.

AS you can well imagine, these activities which I have descrihed
above are highly disapproved by the leadaers and power holders in our
nation. So those of uUs who have been active in these affairs have
had many sufferings such as house arrest or short periods of
detention, none of us are allowed to have 4 passport when we are
invited oversees for some meeting, some have extra tazxes imposed,etc.

our hope for the future is that manv more midd]e class women will
join us in this movement. How can such =olf centered, weak-willed
and submissive women take on the suffering and pain of their poor
neighbours? It is our experience that one of Lhe most common

causes for them to change is Lthrough the awareness of Lheir S0ons and
daughters. Especiallv if the voung people take part in a demon-
stration and are arrested, the mothers' awareness of the palitical
reality grows rapidly. This often puls Lhem in a Siluabtion where
they also hear the personal eXxperience of others’ suffering and
often theyv take this on themselves as their own. For example,

when women heard about the sex torture =uffered by Ms. Kwon, thew
all came to think of Ms. Kwon as Lheir own daughter, and were willing
even eager, to do whatever they could to see that sex-abuse by
police of yvoung women taken to police stations he Stopped. They
hope thev may save their own daughters from suffering a similar

fatp,

In the same way, Park Chong-chul, who died under torture as mention-
ed earlier, became the =son of @all the women and thev shared the
pain of his own mother and determined to fFight against the use of

torture.

AS Lhose who ¢all ourselves b the name of Jesus Christ, we must

all have a common concern For the weak, the poor and the marginal | zed.
If we really knew Christ, we would inevitably work together

for the common concern of peace and djustice for all God's children.
This is our common concern and ohe which we cannol do without vou and
1 believe vou cannot do without us, We have to work together

and prav together,
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The history of womens aefisvities in Koren is sbout 100 years old and with all
AT
the wvarious gruups::rf vonen added together, there are about 100 gruup;f Among these 100 grour
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sl afe women who have education and are of the middle class. Their tendepey is
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ad meintaining an institution, sbd promoting friendship ties, etc. Their concern 15 nob

sa.much, on the Elkm[:e of values or the change of structure of out society. They nre

more inclined to preserve the present system ireludingihe—pairlapchal syslesm snd to
find ways within that system to btring men and women into more of an equal stabus.
£l

Ona of their chief objectives is to promote the entrance of more wfmen into the
National Assembly andother high official positions,

But our experience s that even though a few women are zaised up to these high
poditions, it does nothing for the eman::iﬁ'bin-n of the masses of women. Qur desire is to
develop a womens movement that makes progress along with the progress and Iiberation of
the masses of people in our nation. Ye wish that our womens liberation will also work
toward reliw!lmf{he pain and sufferings of the masses of our people — that we will all
achieve liberation together. Our ideal is not to maintain the status quo with a few
cosmetic changes but to take a realistic look at cur sociely as it truly is, and,
with g historical conscicusness, we want to create o truoly human commanity I‘-::-r’éur nﬂ.tit:mja

um;nplea. -_This community will not be for the benefit of a special class of people.
This community will be for the benefit nnd hapoiness of all peoples, men and women,

Igm:l those of all classes in order that they can crate their own lives, decide the.r

future for themselves and take responsibility for their lives and thelr future,
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One/of the chief root camses and greatest problems for our country at this time 1
that the division of our peoples, which BAS boeen f2naned by forvipn infuences, makes ua
aver roro fimly fixed in » aituntion of =ilitany = A

batwean Horth mand South Korew,

o and gupasing ideologles

Fowiie Rut cties
Because of this division, our }eadess use this

a8 their excuse for depriving us of the badic freedoms such a3 sppech. press and
freedom of assembly. This is also tha Teasan for o scvere financial berden — 37
to LOG of cur notional budget hes to be used for national defense. Ancther serious
rasult of the division isthe economie competition between north and south, In order

to show our praogress Lo the north, we have gone into extremes of foreign debt, In
nddition to thal, specis]l benefits havebeen given to a smnll number of business
groups. 30 business proups hold 80% of the natlons busdiness capital, “nother effect ls
that we h-ve 620,000 of our youns men in the military service and in addition therae

are 24 million in the “ivil Defense Corps. This means a huge porbion of our young




men between the ages of 20 and L0 are diverted from our natlenal strength for

the progress of our nution and it also maxx causes the prevalence of a military

mentality in our notion. Because 5! this military eontrol, the people of our nation
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are unable to express their own free will. An example of this is thnt ' :-:m-.m.-.:ﬂmﬂntf
a survey of our peoples opinion on the Cabinet system. 9l% ‘said they did not want this
system. But the newspaper wes unable to print these resulis and instead the government

announces that the Cabinet system is desired by the people. In a militeriged

society, there is no plage for the weak - that is for the laborer, the women, BiC.

'S0 along with the sufferings experienced by the general masses of peoole, the women

hape double suffering. In eddition, instead of

crn Ppagn and Unity which our proples eammestly deaire, we are being npushad forward inte
s ansars of puelanre war. Purthernore the aconomic policies of the nast 20 years
srich Wowe made ue wholly dependent on forsiem capital and fornim oarkets, iz each day

dpiing ua intn Parther burden of fereign debt, The outflow ol our economic Burplus to

avoriend Has eau=ed our nation's economy to hecone subjugnted. The contimiod  proagaures

af the 1.4, %o Torce us to open up %o imports iz the logic of extemal circumatinces
“which iz tiirndng our Iand irnto an economic colony.

oo than at any other tine, 1987 is a yenr calling for decision nnd
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tooe4oka notion in omior to achieve a retum to the eatablishment of our independence
ar s ensle gnd our denoerrizntion.

MM&M{‘MMM Lortcannr avesf ZIL"'-v-“-—.

W‘IJ‘ WL i S E Bt % ﬁvw’i—-l"f.-..f
;.‘!hﬂ-l:-“-l"' " :q-;-m-r._..n-t-w\

One examnple is the ease of a EE j:ﬁr old wogan who wes hurt in am nncident
She wos allowed compensatlon for job earning losses only up until the age of 25.
The reason piven for this 1is that the aversge woman then becomes & houseworker after
ot and they awarded the amount of 3800 won per day as the value of a womans work in
the home. Our organizations went into protest apainst this and we wers SucCcess fal.
Tt is now a precedent that a woman must be compensated Bor employment exrnings up to
the age of 55. Another example was the case of a woman employee of the Korean Trust
Fund Uorporation (Tes Mo Tu J4) . At the time of marriage, they tried to force
her to resign (we enll this eommonly "marriage termination) but she would not
reaipn. 8o to foree her thoy qonirtad hor from her family by tranafering her to
' an outlying area. «e joined ranka on her gide and pub up n struprle thol wns
s
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successful - she was retransferred baelk here to her family. Another casza is that of

the workers strugple for Just woges. In tuo ¢ases, a group of workers were fired for

thedir part in the struggle. Ue carried out g boycott of these products in the casg of

Tomboy in June 1985 and the recent case of Bang-Bang. In both cases, the strenpth of

the boycott, which was earried out in esoperction with women studernt groups ( these

products are worn chiefly by collepe siudents) forced the owners to beck down and return ¢

the women to their jols, “nother examples is the support of the mothers and woves of the

many pri?:mﬂ'l'ﬂ of conscience during the time they were in jail. In 1986 there Were

LOOO" arrested and two thousand were put in prdson.
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r"'ﬂ'E B wh 5 o ooyt ;‘n-i"'.'-_.".
! b . 3 . A Wb ek Hevery atrotlyt or brave persoi,
i 4T § " the atrezucus faetory 14fe sha it her gobh. Cndun
| Sho Wi arrubiod for Pal=ifrins hor roplztration popers,  The Investipatiop
| a5 4y :n:h:";; goimmleted Facruse nbue kit S e Lire -3!;.-.:-|;. dubt thin e
| e B II'H'."E'.:i!_i._F--' £ R o | farce hep If.. rowvigl tho fames af pe ].[|-I‘ ot
Tu Arxelvididn e day 3rd riots dn inchiom; and whes she insisted shn
LU o boknon, W Loptassd g Ruacly. It took great oarae cncthieoart ot
ey Won ba maka e l'..rl-'l e ahe bl hean Hayus 1y bl ], 'n Fory an
st thitomiinG aupaues repulad o ani mnakes | an oanedicible foronar-
Pliage, Jhe Harraoed torp 140 WL g, Hwon decidel tc muke the facts
Anudn fo un to pruteet obher wnmen Crom Cleridp the some disgracs; T
| His fle t° her thal ne- axpericnce wis net an isolatod ROATR,
G LR HATATT LER L rhure on Jurs: 20wl onoJs 5§
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Thay insisted that in do 5o wiuld be S0 anpae thedir et R ol TR T8 T
deptal, and roguested newsnapars and povernment affl- ials to keep 16 guiet

S0 itceonsl obe ferzatien, Hul uhen this s dingusssi vity 8 Fugn, B
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gatd that shn undapstona e parants? bbbt Wl W reomaern fos hen
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tais paint,
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LIRS case rought forth'ansthes firet.  Joint action wag takan by
-
Vur-ous soiupg-<tudihints, |laoan Calnolie prlegts i muns, Hratoz!ant

Erouns; and variens obher iasnts organitatibag. The foint setdon ataries

quigkly and spread throughout the conn v, Inspite of w71 thesa dffort 2

wie dstriek Court sentimand o P T A L Yuarg in pyjlﬁ.u::* devn £pon L

wanis
Predeeutlonts desynd o) thrae youpa.

[
VB WO expresad pogret at the aate and sulfering the ease had

anlingd hoi parentz, . bt sadd s el Preonadl St e bl e o Wy Laels of

¥,
et sise-known. If zhis kind or thing is Juot quiat it in cortaln £+ Gias
conbinue. Molise gount CH | WONBLE o, M ing tholiy shane punific. Furl L
i n dony way tewar: ot ndne the aractbice.

#

S LT mne sontaned’ far CLLEER rdng o dscunent s gueh s miacans Lo

of Juitlee Loat LOY Xessyor, valutibiswmal g sbivlowr and domarsie fir

bedal,  The' cotifly tarnad 45 ivun, Furkilermore, on Syl 22 thy el

fourt. confirmed the 14 JRnr gentence; sooMs. Kion will not be roleasad

until Jecember this pear, Do, Tvon's only regrel is thnt sho odd nobt make
8 groatap fuss, so that not oaly sex Lorture, but any torture would hnve

Vo have been stopped, and perhngs the Lile of PAIYM Jong Chul might have

baen ssved, ) . B

{ PARY Jong Chul was o 23 year old Sesul Hational Uniﬁﬂrsit;.r ghtudont

who died urder police torlure in January this year. s death was a brapie
loss; but it srcused the neople to even stronper solidarity and action to
demand un end of torture in our country.)

- Bag Hwon's case iz net yet olosed, A4 nationwide sipgnature nmpmgn
15 bueing corducted for hop uneonditional rclesse Crom prisen.. The sip-
natures will be sent to the Minds vy of Justice alony with an aspenl for

nar relodxe %%MWM The same commitise

is wigo racsing maney to: e e for use while in prison.
o i F

s Kuon's eage in o1y opp of muny examples of seonle offering theip
vpiies a5 a living sacrifiice on bohall of others.. Humbers of unzvdrsity
sukients, uhony total affort has huon divested to tho alpnet imnon vihlo
gonl of wniversity enbrancs. havie [n tEatr Junior or ssnior year ziven it

8ll up' on bohinll of tmobd who arc vaelims ol illJl.I..LLn.i:r arsl oppetass bong, and

on bihall of desocracy and Croedon,




As you knoy s one of the chief xile motivations for the rally planned %i-t%m%—'

Our womens Eroup was the first &a g2 dnto aption onthis, Exaelhy.fa\';ég da-‘ﬁs after the
Ko
news of his death, our women were inthe street in front ofthe plact where thd torture
had taken place and wera demonstrating. In fact even Cardinal Kim when he First made his s

shatements on the subject said: Can we remain silent when the mothers are go bravely
F ]

prutestin.g?':

&‘u ﬂ:éuti'r:" f;r:".&--r.ﬂmﬂ.-:u- e e S et ‘L'z MfL' hMLﬁfr v
mﬂm&ig e qoda i el ?:_n,- Mg TS T d-?( _f'ﬁr‘ f o - 4‘}_-? i oes
Tan Ll (Lo 0t if 8Ly b ] e )
protest by us Mothers against the terrible uge of thiz poisdnous taar gas, It iz .

el do of :‘fl"-él Lot fholf
not enly damaping to our student sons and daughters but to a1 of the eitincnsY Fany "

people are sufferine from skin disenses and othep things, In fact the womens orraninations
,Ju-u.:_ ety

will play a wery important rele in ﬂ:u"vﬂumdnstratinm_'

Aanaete, acve als o .:;-.,._ :l-{-v".-.:_.c"'h-.-l A Uo7 SR f‘"‘-‘?‘{;’" o
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,5,,1W....Tﬁ'r,..;7:;-;m?_ PEY, etk bty 'L':-.Zé,ch/ i S
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KRHD bezan the pericion movement for the revision
E of the Gonarisncion. f/ﬂ?ﬂk._,u

tlon grofips jote: RSN g, Finally, the povernment withdroiw its
plan and now plang to revise tiwe Conscirution before 1988. This ifssus of
revision ratsed the question of whether we choose the president-centercy
political systom ar the patlicoentary cabinet polircical system. The popu-
lar choice, ntarcing wich WY iz to elecr the presidont directly by th
people with A president-conptared syabtem. Anothor focos of [he tevigion of

i ¥ U
the Constitutlon o Ay uni_L:-_ lepislace in written form the peopla’n
basic I‘i;'lﬂ.::?“d:;uinrulf}ri thfonph Ehe revision of the vlection Yavs, the

opinion of the peaple should bo Lairly reprogsented.

g.j-il#-.,L!u.- eppozicion parties and the nppog -
s

Ye women were nol T a1l surprised at the atmouncement on /13 that there youla

‘ be-no revision of the “onstitution, Ve Nad already had that exporiences tuica tefore,
e had fourht for the revision of the Fami};r Law which diseriminites against’ women,
2nd two times we were promised by the mefs hat it would be revised and bath
iem times they did not keep the promise, So this is why I say that the L/ 13

announcegent was no surprise to usg Women .,

The recently forvied National Organization for the fehievement of a Democrstie
Constitution is also composed in preat papt by our womens organizations, We have and

a very imcortant gt in this proup from the very bepinning,
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The I:u;.-:.n't 0k fees [or EES-TV. tho Buvernment broddeasein sy&tom, has bepr
successfyl with Etrong papular Suppy rl:, and is ongaing. 'I: ne **w_—'- E I8 ko
Protest the distorred and Prejudiced reports by public broade: sting :..J Lo
press KBS to be fair in ita oy u‘;)-"- Al movement has boen poasdir 11.11'
supported by the nows IpApers, dnd' g n\-"*.'.'-:_I.'Irn‘lr“ Churches, YMCA and other ippos -
tlon r:l*“*?hi'”"'t-‘tfr hn.. participated acrive 21y and willingly. ga 1E has turpod

Qut o po g ttionwide m (SR LILTETR Y

0 mé:;;i. — et T V. %Mﬁ ?;'?-f o TM i
hﬂg g”‘_, L tl-ﬁ..a-l'_ f-'-' r-E-f—ﬁ A s, ﬂ":‘-;l-"-“- f o L-F"F""ﬂ‘-'

{.-;e are presently having g membership campaien to carry ocut
these activities, THEX Our first gonl is g membership of 10,000 and e are

asking 2,500 won from ench member for finaeis heeds.
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Among the Christian nomens Groups there ars four focuses for affort, The First is
i protest apninst sex tourism ang efforts to counteract this and suppreas it
“nother is aid to atom bomy victims. Togpether with the sufferings of the 2nd and 3rd

generation, those atom bomb victins number 20,000 in our country, Thﬁr nead help

L
fig i ffq;b:.:_,;

for medical needs. The third iz discusaion leading toward unifiea tiobetuesn the
north and south, The fourth one which is just beginning at this time 15 the anti-
nuelear and anti war campaigns. Since thesa are sensitive subjects, the church womsn
have taken the lead in this as they are less liable to be ascused of pro-commnism,

Wben thege movemonts have boen well eatablished and moving shead, then they will

become part of the domans Oreanizationa United.




short periods op detention, nona of us are #llowed to have & passpop
Oversease for same MEELint, some hnve extra taxng imﬁs’ad » ete,

Ot Hops' £or #he Puture 15 that a0y moré-Gomen will join us in this movement,

How ean suech .r.-u.l.i‘--:r:ntrml, woak<willid nnd SCnigsivi women Luke on
the sufferdnr and pain of thoir #O0T neichbawes?]l 14 g aye expert ansn
thot one of the masth commen caukes Tor then to chang: is tNrough the
ARATONEssE of thedir sars il dauphters ;:.-.:--:r.i.-ﬂ..l;.r i the Young nihala
Lake part dn g demonstration and are arrostod, 1he W thers" avaraness«: of
the nolitieq reality mrous rapidly. This often puts thos inia situstien
whapr whey also heap the poraonat experienco of gthiaws! Sillaring: =
af'ton they taka thisg on thom as their own. For axarple, whes women himard
about thi oy Lorture sulfford by M=, fung, they a1l gape & think of
Y5, AMOn a3 thaie own daughber, and wers willing, avon e E0F; Lo do vhnt-

e¥er Lhoy conld Lo sue Whul sox-nbuse by police of JOURg women tuahan b

p01%oe shutior 2 aloppod, Moy hisse they ooy anve WI0ST aun dieeh i des
tramsufTering o sinilas fate,

In the ;;::.r'_--,l Wiy, PARE Jong Shul, who dtes Uy koruure, an mentdommt
earlior: bocanm the SO oL wdl thivvomon gnd Whow akni. . the pain of KHis
v melhier. and deternined to Cight apniput e use of Eariurs;

Az thase wha eall otrmelves by L fara ol Jfogus Cholnt, wa /L b
all have & comman centern forthe sl o Lo vaor and 1 marrinaldew! .

Il we reslly know Christ, wo would inevitably work Liiether for the Comman
CRarearn of pence and Juztice for o1 Goid 15 children., This iq puse O
GONCATR, nR'T mpk GH{AK Wo cannot do without Jou, mrel I bolipys youennnot

SO BN ue e e ke Lt work together ang pray topethar,
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This is thefirat time thst I, u}/lryd;araun, have had the opportunity to spesk

to a religious group like this. I feel honored and I thank you for having invited

S
mey, Az 1 know that the other two panel membera_ﬁra speaking about dWomen in the Chudch

ahd Women lckers, wid) Fa A Thr Aam of poeint
wm.w,m-r pﬁ-:?-?—n{...a..mﬁq !;ﬁwjz%_- 'r 7

The history of womens &a#a-ri-lrhﬂ in Korea is about 100 years old and with all
the various gruupa&:f women added together, there are about 100 graupafm these 100 groups,
R women who have education and are of the middle class., Their te is_b
to maintain the status quo, not cerrying ocut activities of a real movement” so much
ad maintaining an institution, abd promoting friendship ties, etc. Their concern is not
so_mpuch on the ehnge of values or the change of structure of out society. They are
more inclined %o preserve the present system irelwdingthe—peiriapchal syetesm and to
find ways within that system to bring men and women into more of an egqual status,
"gnu: of their chief objectives is to promote the entrance of more wimen inteo the
National Assembly andother high official positions,

But our experience 5 that even though a few women are paised up to these high
poditions, it does nothing for the emancifftion of the masses of women. Our desire is to
develop a womens movement that makes progress along with the progress snd Tiberation of
the masses of people in our nation. We wish that our womens liberation will also work
toward reli_eving{he pein and sufferings of the masses of our people = that we will all
achieve liberaton together. Our ideal is not 4o maintain the status gquo with a few
cosmetic changes but to take a realistic look at our soclety as it truly is, and,

with a historieal consciousness, we want to create a truly human community fox‘éur nations

e
\peoples. This community will nmot be for the benefit of a special class of people.

This commnity will be for the benefit amd happiness of all peoples, men and women,
and those of all classes in order that they can crate their own lives, decide their

future for themselves and take responsibility for their lives and their future.

@
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km NM JE’“'M) e Aersa, Mthi jes were continued from
that time until this recent International Womens Day which was the third one ever to

be held., On the occasion of this third rally, an association binding together

21 organizations was announced and this constituted the initistion of this new

Korean Womens Organizations United. &i" ineludes iif{ervent organiza
A - I ativ—yFiiFen orouns . aath Protestant
tians {rom a broad spectrum of socisty—Churen groups, boln Frote
2 wman Catholic, Buddhist groups, and gacinl astion proups-unrelated o
Christimnity., Gradually the activities of these organizations o @ @ red m

= not for their own selfish honor and achievements but for the ,.,14fting of the total

masses of m have begun to win recognition from socliety.
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“uf the chief mut tamses and greatest :“-' 5 far "".Fr.'*! at this
WBlr peoplea, which has med by foreirn infuencesy'm
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race, and opposi

w-m.ﬂwt
Because of this division, our lsedess use

as their excuse for depriving us of the badic freedoms such as sppech. prass and
fresdom of assembly, This is also the reason for a severe financisl burden — 1TE
to LOR of our mational budget has to be used for national defense, Another serious
result of the division isthe economic competition between north and south. In order

to show our prigress to the north, we have gone into extremes of foreipn debt, In
addition to that, special benefits havebeen given to a sme1l number of business
groups. 30 business groups hold 80% of the nations businsss capital. “nother effect is
thet we h-ve 620,000 of our young men in the military service and in addition there

are 24 million in the Civil Defense Corpe., This means & huge portion of ocur young

®
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:n between the ages of 20 and L0 are diverted from our national strength for

the progress of our natlon and it also mxxM causes the prevalence of a military

mantality in our nation. Because of this military control, the peonle of our mtiqn
[ 73 ﬂ s elacl
ara unable to express their own free will, An example of this is ths t"fnew-spupendidl

a survey of our peoples opinion on the Cabinet system, 9% said they did not want this

system. Put the newspaper was unable to print these results and instead the government

announces that the Cabinet s:,mtemw the people. Tn a2 militerised

society, there is nmo place for the weak - that is for the laborer, the women, ete

S0t along with the sufferings experienced by the general masses of peonle, the Huml

hape double suffering. In addition, instead of

tra Peacn snd Unity which our peoples eamestly deaire, we are being pushad forwerd inte
trne dangers of nuclear war, Furthernore the sconomic policies of the paat 20 years

which howe mode us wholly dependent on foreim capital and foreipn carkets; is each day -
driving us intn fMurther burden of foreign debt. The outflow of our economic surplus to
aversent hns eaufed our netion's economy to hecome aubjugated. The continued pressures

of thi U.S,. to fopee us to open up o doporta in the logic of extemrnal oircumsatincea
~hat

1 12 turning our land into mn egonomic colony. 1

“arye than at any other tire, 1987 is a year calling for decision mnd
. 4.4 netion in order to achieve a retum to the aatablishment of our independenc

enple and our democre*igntion.

One example is the case of a ’?ﬁ ‘!::ﬁr pld woman who was hurt in aw sccldent.

She was allowed compensation for job esrning losses only wp until ihe age of 25,
The reason given for this is that the average woman then becomes a houseworker after
2% and they swarded the amount of 3800 won per day as the wvalue of a womans work in
the home. Our organizations went into protest sgaimst this and we were successful.
It is now a precedent that a woman must be compensated Bor employment earnings up to
the age of 55. Another example was the case of a woman employee of the Korean Trust
Furd Corporation (Tes Mes T JA4) . At the time of marriage, they tried to force
her to resign (we call this commonly "marriage termination”) but she would not
resicn. so to force her they separated her from her family by transfering her to

an outlying area. We joined ranks en her side and put up a strupgle that was

&
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_5mcﬂusﬁ1 = she was retransferred back here to her family. Another case is that of
# the workers struggle for just wages. In two cases, a group of workers were fired for
their part in the struggle. He carried out a boycott of these products in the case of
Tomboy in June 1985 and the recent case of Bang-Bang. In both cases, the strength of
the boyeott, which was carried out in cooperation with women student groups { theee
products are worn chiefly by college students) forced the owners to back down and return t
the women to their jobs,. “nother examples is the support of the mothers and wpves of the
many prf%ners of conscience during the time they were in Jail., In 1986 there were

LOOO arrested and two thousand were put in prison.

i'm sure all of you are very familiar with the"torture case involving M Kwon,

wlS Feno F 7~ o :
ﬁﬁ Mﬁ - i) .’t'.'.ﬂ":"'. T d?‘.% fﬂ.(..
tam'pfr:l—lf -‘-":'- Mﬂ-‘-ﬁ"l«' PV , Bomopnies are pressured not to Sare

T R e | s Labourer
] R T | e S T, e L i { jorE Aina LAagtory As a Laao i
a nerson with post hipgh school edusation L0 WOTE

i 3 4. " , |
Weprstand the aituation of those Wwho wori Al Thnt leve.,

Yot dn arder fo undecstan
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many university students desire to have that experienc
; jomeone elsa’ 1T caught
i ign papors, Oor use somaone elsa’d Ll Bkl y
{ to falsify their ddentificalion papers,; or use Somaona: 5

e : ~igAnal alfense,

of course, they are charged with a2 eriminal of 5€
; - -~ wiph poonle,
5 g ol sueh T
Mg KON, wno i85 One
e bepan work Hay 20, 1986. She was not avery strong or brave person,

T )
b I ~uit her fob Bn . Junc
ard after a week of the strenvous [actory 110w she guif her | . o

¥ ! Mo oot e d The investieation
ghE W SrrrEsted Lar :;_'_'_.'-]:1'-'J.T'|'_ AR Teflatlilei0i piiinls. { E:

was guickly comnleted because ‘she admitted the charp But thon the

police "mvestigators tried to force her to reveal the names of peaple Who

wire Irwalved in the 4y Ard rlots in Inchon, and whon she insisted she

13d not know, was fortured sexually. Ti took great courare on the part of

Me. Ewon to maka L’..’i'..l'l.n.ll.'l that she hul beon gexoally nbused,; In Koraan

sulture this ruing e woman's reputation and mokes hor inelizible for mar—
4 riage. She is dispraced for lifa. But Hs. KFwon declded to muke the facts

£09Wn 50 as to protect other women Crom suffering the some disgrace. It
was clear to her that her experionce vas not an isolated cnxe.
women's groups learned of her sex torture on June 26 and on July 3
dss AWon lemid acharge against the policemen who had sexaslly abused her
She obtained a human rights lawyer and told the whol® Story. The outoome
vas that nine’ lavyers volunteeraed to take Mer cood ard 1nid an gcpusatiorn
gpainst the poldee officer. This was the :'ir"f, +ine ever for loiyeps Lo

lay such & charge. M¥s. Hwon's parents did not 'went e sase publicize
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Thay insisted that to do so would be Lo cause their deughter & "sceond

deatn”, and requested newspapers and government offi-ials to keep it guiet
s0 it could be forgotten. But when this was discussed with Ms. Kwon, she F
said that she understood her parents' atbtitude and their goncern for her,
but that it would be like a pecond death to har if it ysrg coversd up at
this point,
This case D*ﬂLght forth another first. Joint sction wus tolen by
various groups—-Buddhists, doman Catholic priests and muns, Protestant
groups, and various other women's organizations. The joint action started
quickly and spread throughoui the country. In spite of all these efforis,
the Districl Court sentenced Ms. Kwon to 1) years in prison, down from the

prosecution's demmnd ol three years,

Vs, Xwon expressed regret ot the poin and suffering the oase had
caused her parents, but said she (elt proud that she hed made the facts of
thor cose known, Il this kind of thing iz kepl quist it Iz gertain it will
sontinue, Police count on womon not making thedr shame public, Nublicity,

imees o lonp way toward stooping the prastice.

A 14 yenr sentgnee for falsifving a decument was such o mizearslape
ol justice that 167 lowyers voluntaered thair gervices and demsnoed o now

triul. The ecourts turnsd i down. Furthermore, on Sarch 28 the Appesis .

Court confirmed the 1} year sentence, so Ms, Hwon will not be relensed
until Oscember this year. Ms, Kwon's only regret is that she did not moke
a greater fuss, so that not only sex torture, but any torture would have
to have been stopped, und perhaps the life of PARK Jong Chul wight have
baen saved.
(PARX Jong Chul was a 23 year old Seoul National University student ¢
who died under police torture inTJanuury this year. Uis death was a tragic
loss, but it aroused the people to even stronger solidarity and action to
demand un end of torture in our country.)

- . Ma. Kwon's case is not yet closed. A nationwide signature campaign

is baing conducted for her unconditional rulease from prison., The sig-

natures will be sent to the MI nistry of Justice along with an sppeal for 4
The same commitiee

her release d _ w3
is glso raising money to give her for use while in priscn.

¥5. Kuori'a case is orly one of many examples of people offering their
bodies as a living sacrifice on behalf of others. Humbers of university
students, whose total affert has been directed to the almost impossible
goal of university entrance, have in their junior or senior year given it
g1l up on behalf of those who are victims of injustice and oppression, and
on behalf of democracy and freedom.
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now, one of the chief miegm motivations for the rally planned %r‘%ﬂ
is the meskmxixcontinued protest of the cover up of the death of Pak Chong “hul/ 5
Our womens group was the first to go into netion onthis, dﬁs after the
Nt Lfssorg
news of his death, our women were inths street in froni ofthe placd where torture

had taken place and were demonstrating. In fact even Cardinal Kim when he first made his {i

spatements on the subject said: Can we remsin allent when the mothers sre so bravely

protesting?”

Qece. M i W""‘:’ 5 et ﬁ_.bﬁ-u-q_- — W
-tzJL*’.ijE:&;*_jfzu;_ Colf off Aﬁiﬁhdpf 'fubﬂ*ﬂd} It is a ji
protest by us Mothers against the terrible use of this poisdnous tear gas. It 1s ..

iy (o en Lot

not only damaging to our student sons and daughters but to all of the eitizensy Many

people are suffering from skin diseases and other things, In fact the womens organizations
’

will play & very important role in theMiemonstrations,
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(&M bepan the pecition movement for the revision
£ of the Comstitutionm. Whe opposition parties and tha opposi-
tion grau;:sl,wd—ﬁu;_mﬁﬁﬁﬁh Finally, the government withdrew its

1ang to revise the Consticution bafore 1988. This 1lssue of
{dent=-centersad

plan and nmow p
revision raised the question of whecher we choose the pres
political system or the parliamentary cabinet political system. The popu=
lar choelee, Brarting with ig to elect the president direcely by the
people with a president-centered system. Another focus of the revision of

the Constitution 45 n-%&ea 1y legislate, in written form the people’s
basic rights? wi e tondiv! th nu;ﬁ EFH:- revigion of the ®lection laws, the

ocpinion of the people should be fairly represented.

We women were not =F A1l surprised st the announcement on /13 that there would
be no revision of the “onstitution. We h=d already had that experience twice before.
We had fought for the revision of the Famlly Law which diseriminates against women,
and two times we were promised by theﬂ. hat 1t would be revised and both
tiam times they did not keep the promdse. So this 1s why I say that the L/13
announcegent was no surprise to us women.

The recently formed National Organization for the Achievement of s Democratic
Constitution i= also composed in great part by our womens organizations, We have had

a very important frt in this group from the very beglrning.
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The boycott of fees for KBS-TV, the povernment broadcasting sysLem, has been
successful with strong popular support, and is cngoing. The movement 1s Lo
procest the distorted and prejudiced reports by public broadcasting and to

press KBS to be fair in its re;:ﬁw movenment has been positively
supported by the newspapers, and a/Catholic Churchss, YMCA and other opposi-
"

tion organizations have participated act fvely and willingly, so it has turned
out to be & nationwide movement.

B b et T I s :
) Briprniin 1 At P ,ae__fim:mnmyfﬁ-fm o
'f'a:e are presently having & membership campaign to earry out
t.-h-e.;;a activities , THEX Our first goal is a membership of 10,000 and we are
asking 2,500 won from each member for finmcial needs
ﬂ?u‘v'b ft O MWMiEMw M..-
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" Among the Christian Womens Groups there are four focuses for effort. The first is

a protest against sex tourism and efforts to counteract this and suppress it.
Rpother is aid to atom bomb victims. i‘ogether with the sufferings of the 2nd and 3rd
genaration, those stom bomb victims number 20,000 in our country. 'I‘Egibﬁgd Eﬁl}j

for medical needs. The third is discussion leading toward unii'ic:-.hian‘fhet.mmrrﬂth;zh
north and south. The fourth one which is just beginning st this time is the anti-
muclear and anti war campaigns, Since these are sensitlve subjects, the church women
have taken the lead in this as they are less lisble to be ascused of pro-commmunism,

When thege movements have been well established and moving ahead, then they will

become part of the Womens Urganizations United.
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