While I was working om ¢ is B '

paper,_ the word came of the
assasination of Aquino of the Philippino-./‘l‘ho shock of this had
barely begun to subside when word came of the tragedy of %he
Korean airline, flight 007 with 269 people on bouﬁ.
In such a context I felt hedpless, What can bring justice and
peace to a world where such dreadful tragedi

es can oecur}/
In the midst of these thoughts
Christ deliberately chose the weal

to bring about his mpooooy
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Although all of human kind share in the task to br
and justice to our world, at this moment we want to focus on the
role of women, especially as that role relates to the Korean

contoxt,/ In order to do this adequately, some background about
Korean women and their position in society will be helpful, /

I was reminded once again that
and helpless and used them

First let us focus on the position of women before Christiani
came to Korea. Korca under the Confucian ethiec, is strictly
male dominated and authoritarian in political stmturo,/

°PPOTtunity to live her owm life bkl

endage of some man'g 14

e home was the whole of a woman's world./The s Srenger & wow
is bound to tradition, with its morals and ethics, the less a
iwomn is able do develop her own capabilities / Therfore the
only way women can free themselves from men and rulers is by’
breaking with these ethics and traditions./As a matter of fact
women who belonged to the f:% or lower 61;390., and those
alienated from the general ethics, were accordingly much more

free to use their talents and express their capahilities They
accomplished astonishing things in hi-t_gzy. For example, the
entertaining women, medical women, ((Encingmcourt
women = all who were despised by the upper classes, broke
with this ghetto mentality and many were able to influence men
in high government positions ey have contributed as well

to literature, poetry to be ‘specific, and to the arts and to
politics as well, /



world was not confined to the home because they had to go out
to work and as a result they had to develop and use their own
abilities, ~

There is another oxcopt that should be mentioned, that is,
the positions of mothers which was not bound by othicf)/The
influence exerted on their sons in government positions was
Breat and they were able to make ro;} ifefributions from bchindf/
They possessed more authority than women todayﬁ/

Christianity opened up a new world to Korean womog,/it was the
time to break with Confucian othicl,/Christianity permitted
Korean women, for the first time in history, to have other re-

lationships than only, those with their blood r.lativos,&hz'/ ﬁug%
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During the feudal Lee Dynasty women's life was most difticult/r
For example, the religion brought pressure from the threats of
many different gods, the home-life, with inlaws, caused extreme
suffering because of the unfair treatment women received; the
economic situation of the family was often in a do-poraé; state;/
the national life was under the constant threat from Japan to
succumb to their ruler, This increased thg_poop%os_;ogging for
liberation and soqgﬁsi!g;\sfdgbpogké;cau.o cﬁélitianity arrived
in Korea at that precise time, th’ hearts and minds of the people
were open to welcome it, This was true of the women in particu1a§/
There was joy because women finally became more free from the
bondage of Confucian ethics and tradition, Because of this
Joy, the women were able to make many contributions and they
took an active role in helping to build up the churcg,/Thoy
organized revival meetings, evangelized fervently, raised
mission funds, and even helped to build church buildingl,/In
actuality the women contributed more than the men, They even
built a Bible school for women, before men o-tnbiéshod their

own Bible school, Society was surprised because none had ever
thought that women could achieve so much,

/

At this point some of the errors made by the church should
be montionoq,’womon again were forced into an inferior position
by teaching that women were formed from Adam's r1b7/but not only
that, they also were handicapped by Paul's words about WOomen; = -
that women should be quiet in church and that they sould obey
their husbands,[There are two creation stories in Genmesisga) v« o/
The "P" documents teach the equality of male and female, but tgiA
$J" documents teach the predomance of men over women /
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The reformers in Europe brought new freedom to men,
pointing to their relationship to God, but women's relationship
was only thought of in terms with men This only reenforced
the age-old patriarchial system in the name of God, Whereas
women gained a certain freedom through the coming of Christianity,
at the same time, the old patriarchial system of Confucianism

entered into the church as well l/ Gradually as church life be-
came an extension of the home the church came to regognize

the need of dmcntisation/

To prepare for the celebration of 100 years of Christianity in

i~ WAL V| E
Korea, women have examined our history, and discovered that,

thet history written by men has scarcely recorded womens'

24 wox-k/ 'ough this experience of examining our history and dis

covering that women's activities were cast aside through men's
[}

prejudice, we have come to understand how it could be that even

the Bible could be written in such a way that the

lac
?-l obumrod, and womens"' g e of women

e e participation is absent, /

,' ence that Jesus diseriminated against women :
'in the least, yet, in today's church, women are kept fr '

( participating in the church,/ We are forced to . e
wlioygg_ in Jesus or/ in Paul, |

ask whether our

In the more liberal churches, women are now accepted as
ministers and oldor../"onini-t theology has come to our part of
the world. /A new interpretation of scripture has brought new
»Joy, hope and freedom to wonon/ We have a long way to go, but
we have begun to chip away at the high and thick wall, /

0 A
What does i gy ol
: to endeavour to bMtice?/[s it not

B | maxing an efro get rid of injusti ry, _

. | Injustice is fe give what should

- be given./This does not only refer to material things, but also
includes legal, political, soeial and cultural thinga/In a

just society right-_ are dJdistributed oqmlly; This is the kind

of society we are endeavouring to build,
o pold at b o

ere can be no peace wit
' uanA Conferera—, anse To.) /

- Leaving the diserimintaion between men and women, between
old and young, in the home and declaring there is peace in the
home,/or for those who have their rights, trying to maintain tho'
status quo by saying the world is at peace since there is no war,

Hre unacceptable attitudes. /
/
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There are peace movements all over
the world today, because people feel throatenddx/in fact, war
is being fought in various parts of the world,Land there is
danger of war starting in othors{ﬁo need only to think of
Aquino's acsasg&ggﬁ;gp\gpg the shooting down of the IALu;;tlin.r
to recognize that torrorion—;;iggfrmgi;r. is no Qayyto ai;;;“’
the task of working for poiéo andvjustioo in a world where the
strength of any country is measured by the amount

ments @& wealth is made by trade in srmamen
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Not only does war doatx;oy peace, but the po on explosion

inappro ate material development hich brings llution of
%‘pdom? 9 }*&JWLM 'sza--» ( thtnyplbag »e. T )

the environme t%«the gap be the rich and the éoor. power

in the hands of the few, all threatem life.,/It is in this situa-

tion that the peace movement is being fueled by those who care

for life and who are sensitive to hunanityl’
¢ We must decide

how to tackle these serious problems, How honestly do we pray
about these 1s-uo-!/bur prayers must not be only with our lips,
but must also be with ont'livoly/brayori without devoting our
whole life to the accomplishment of that for which we prgy is
useless,/
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In the family there is no equality but rather the ruler and the
rulod,rOrdorl given are expected to be obeyed,/This makes life | ’
burdensome not only for the wife, but also for the young pooplty/
This situation which exists in the fawily carries over into

the church and society so that little evidence of democracy
exists.,/The cry of peace and justice is louday, but realization

is far °ffj//

The excuse given for maintaining the dictatorship is the
necessity for mnational ooeurityﬂ/&n order to maintain national
security, the country must be strong, and in order for it to be 3
strong, social order must be laintaiand7/Thil means, according
to those in power, that freedom of speech or press and all other
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/ freedoms must be set i . / In such an atmosphere
/

| there is no room for th"od/: to cry out for their rights,
In the Third World, modermisation has taken place and the

GNP has gone up greatly, but the gap between the rich and the
poor has increased., Korea with the stoppage of union activie
ties, the only possible channel for the protection of workers
rights has been effectively blockodz/Low wages have brought
wealth to the rich, the tyranny of monopolies and the exploi=
tation of workers by multinational cooperations, all of which
has resulted in irratiomnalities and injustices, If we say that
the whole world is in the same boat thil means that we all ahar.
in the evils and that we all share in the respomsibility to
correct theso ev11;7/&ntornational problems, such as ‘the gap
between the rich and poor, or the strong and the weak, are
the symptoms of the times, intermationally felt, and which
require aotionv/

Let us look at an example from Korsaz/@ho division o f the
country has brought lnny of the social évilsunder which we
:J‘#Boc‘g‘ E?d.y e 4‘ v A i" }01 g"‘t“/‘,%.n wof u; o‘?la SR ‘}z_’% vl

ought a t by the luporpovo l,'Our poople are aufferin yotqb’
not a word is said by the superpowers about this -1tu‘tion
which has continued to exist for almost 40 y.ars,/fo have a
beautiful relationship with the allied nations around the worldl/{
But in fact, what is the real situation of that rolation-hip?v//
The reality is that the strong and rich countries use the small
and weak countries, with which they have this "close" relation-

ship, for their marketing field and as a bargeining objoct.//

= st

In our own experience, the head of a powerful nation, coming
to sell a nuclear reactor inspite of the objections to a visit
from their own people because it is comnstruted a support for
a dictatorial regime which does not protect human rights, is
willing to risk criticism,/This is a danger to peace, not only
because of its potentdally destructive force, but also because
+ha placing of it on our soil is a provocative actg//

Let's think sbout some of the problems facing the Third Vorld
The Third World is ruled by dictators who are kept in place by

the superpowers, In that situation, the people are unable to
join the peace moveuont.'%omon and other peace loving people

| must struggle for poace: but in the Third World countries,

{ women ha¥%e no power or rights and thus it is impossible for
them to have much offoct,/wo are acutely aware of how impossible

/
it is to have peace with’émt justice, Korea is no excoptio
' e o S
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~ At present the UIM,is the most active group in working for
the rights and protection of workers, But with the excuse that

security is the most important issue, and claiming that the eff

of the UIM lead away order, the govermment brands
the UIM as ority of the chureh people also
think that the UIM is organisation, /e,,wﬁil IR
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The Chureh in XKorea is known throughout the world for its -

M’/Bnt in this large and growing Church, concern for peace
is alwost non - existent., In this divided land the most impore
tant national concern i anti=mcommunism, /This is being used as
an excuse to extend the power of the outor.hip/ The Church,
too, has no quarrel with this pruuu./'nn Church claims to be
for peace and reconciliation, yet this concern does not reach

out beyond the church, / 2&*&/)’1%
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peace and justice, u.mm.utunmu..
wumpMotuﬂncw.notmtmumm :
efforts to bring peace and justice, it will be like giving up 1
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living iteelf,/ Ve mus not give up. /

I believe that the real peace movement will be carfied out .
SE o Rl e ynen 229, by She Tyl Newld /.
A\ ortmtoly, at present, the Peace movement” is u'in.ly operating
9 ,’O\\s\d:ﬂ/)'rﬁ P&-\‘v\j M‘Pﬂwfa)fw'fm %‘HVM% "fw}/./ .




- in so=-called developed countries Among Asian countries J

alone is a participant,/As such the peace movement, carried out
by those who have, may well be order to protect their wealth, ~
Therefore, the Third world:;.: -u.p;;:l A:h:lm;:{;;;tmt to join :n '
For example, this movement, carried on in this way, must be 4
eritigeized in that there is the fear that it may be mainly an

effort to keep nuelear arms from the territory of those groups,
As far as Europe is concerned we sense that the movement acun;t
nuelear arms is in order to protect their own territory, They do

not want weapons on their ground, but if weapons are not stored
there, where will they be stored? /
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Do _bring poace and justice into today's comtext is to chenge -

the trend of history, We have been taught that the values to
treasure are w:l.nnin¢: dominating, having power, authority and

wealth, /ifo must work and struggle to turm the values around, to
the way Jesus taught. /

At the prescent moment the world seems to think that more and
better armaments will prevent war,/In the Orient, too, we have
a saying that "to be prepared is to prevent troubles", /'roday
every country is trying to prepare for this purpose, and

each develops more and more weapons for the destruction of
people by overusing human and natural resources /I had always
affirmed the teaching, "To be prepared is to prevent trouble",
but now I question this stutomt./ g

We have become slaves to the idea of bigger, better, richer,
more powerful and more conveniente [, 2/, prat, ) jroelylifee
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] Y NAAEAZA n /] waz% Such values came from a male
culture - - not male centered but masculine, In this situation,
I believe that the trend of feminism, which has been to escape
from femininity, is dangerous because today our world needs
feminine characteristics and feminine values, We must restore
some femininity to the values of history, /Male culture must
be changed into a culture with femininity, which has some of the
characteristics of mothers, This femininity, which we count as
& new and needed value, has been built up through suffering
and this is a product of our history./As we look at the past
we become angry over the oppression, but now we realize that
what has been gained from that suffering, is something precious,
in the same way as the oyster manufactures a pearl from the
thing that is causing it pain.//

For example, women's life hu-lalway- been one of waiting, From
this they have learned the precious quality of living not for
themselves, but for othor-’/%bnon have never hed the right to
decide for thon.olvou,ﬁ%hrough this they have been trained to

obey the Lord's command,/In femininity we can-see the very

/;gfo Jesus lived, /In Chtistianity, the cross is central,

We have to understand the cross in the historical context of
long quforinc./ghg_!gy7§§g£3tgg;od is the way women lived,~
Not striking ofhcrl, teking from thc;:QBppreéaing"fﬁii_ﬁifﬁ”’
one's strength, but rether yielding, aceepting suffering, giving
up personal desires, putting seif last, torm, despised, re=
Jected, and finally giving up life itso{jy/This is an example
of winning through losing, /
The femininity I have been talking about is just this, - =
the example shown us by Jesus Christ7/bh1111ppiana Chapter 2
shows us what Christ's strength is;
he always had the nature of God, but he did not think that
by foree he should try to become equal with God, Instead
of this, of his own free will Christ gave up all he had,
and took the nature of a servant and became like men, He
was humble and walked the path of obedience even unto
deathy = = his death on the cross, ~

Instead of showing us this picture of Jesus, Buropean Chrige
tianity showed Christ as the king of glory, vietor, ruler, judge
and projected a masculine image of him;// mﬁ(z

From this concept ceme the theory of invasion of the world
also came the crusades, and later colonialism by the super-
Powers, éhriat was put in the frontline, as a man with desire
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- to invade, From the distant past this kind of image has c

and brainwashed us,/ We have been brainwashed to the extent that
we remember David as a great and wise king, who won great
victories for his country, ‘But we don't remember how he took

the wife of Uriah and make her his wife and eventually killed
Uriah, We remember Jephtha as a victorious general but how often
do we' think about the sacrifice of his daughter as thankse
giving for his victory, ~

In the struggle to bring peace and justice, it is necessary
to look again at history and change the direction it has come, ~
We must use the precious heritage received through our long
time of suffering, in order to bring these changes and see
ourselves as .ubjoct.,/ Our precious heritage must be activated
in order to change ,ﬂ!i male culture which could destroy our
humanity to a feminine culture which counts life more precious.
Ve _R‘ltm ﬂ.”t,kth.l L:?Ul_. tion of the world must come through weme)
because we learn from seripture that there is no salvation in
ruling and oxplotting,/i believe that renewal of culture must
be dome by the strongth of persons who have feminine qualities,
At the present time, those who have more of these qualities

than others are women's mup-./

The exodus of the people of Israel from Egypt was prepared
by women, We camnot think of Israel without exodus, nor can
we think of the exodus without Ho.ol,/hohind.uo-ol there was
the care of woment llebrew midwives, Mose's mother, the princess
of Egypt and Moses's ointor/ God used women to bring about the
salvation of Israel, Ve must remember it was women who were the
midwives for Israel. /

Next year the Korean Church will celebrate its centennial
-nni.vorou-y./ To celebrate this anniversary conservative churches
also have joined with the ecumenical churches in planning many
programs and projects, which have alreaddy been nnnmmcod./
These plans include a memorial building, memorial towers,
mammoth conferences, mammoth parties and other plm/ To meet

the financial demands, committees are very busy ruiuiné monoy/
Here again can be seen the same mistake that the world is making.
These memorial programms show what is wrong, mammonism, with
everything based on that level with every penny raised, sﬁont
for themselves, All the programms are run by the big churches
and those who‘have the power in their hands. /Thcso are the
‘ ministers, elders and those who denated much monoy//
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Facing the realities mentioned ahead, church women's concern
and main interest will be in the followings /
challenge mammonism and mammothism, dismiss the churcheindie
vidualism, achieve ‘grutizution of the church, try to create

nv

a new life-style,, and extend church womens activities to the
. people in need in our society. A .

s - TN -+ ’ -

g O bet” W ALY Snglgpeip lilesri. [ Qeleprlilqg 4 U‘,/'Wc‘i"a’.‘t"“,“"’ . T
Wﬁ:z:;’;}%/ A,a,(/'ZI«-»’-—V‘? m'/)] ‘)""/"""‘“"'//l’e"“/""-"ﬁmz{"‘I éf"“é': éo—«J,n.w'/.\om
w—sThrough my own experience participating in bothﬁﬂbﬁin S move=

JJﬁ“k“ments‘I came to several mew roalilutiont’/Porhapl most feminists ‘.

e sixties and seventies would not agree with -o.{/
I do not believe peace or humanization is possible without

self.acrifieo./é) I do not believe that women's liberation
involves escaping from the state of being women 3) I do not
believe women are liberated by putting women in men's pPO=
sitions without a change in valuos7/h) I do not believe that
merely changing the legal status of women will bring equality
of men and womonq/Tnking awvay the rights that others already
have is not the'ény to bring peace and Justice,  We are aware
that for a few women to become members of the National Asseubly,
or ministers with portfolio, or a number of women to become

! elders or ministers, will not solve all the problems of women
/
or bring about the democratization of the church or mation.
It is rather difficult for a person like me, who for the pas:
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20 years has viewed the fanmily as a hinderance to the liberatio

of women, I believe now that the family ethos must be revived.
It is true that feminists of the past 20 years have seen the

family as the number one hindefance to women's liberation, and
have urged the demise of the family as oonstiutoe,/Thoy have in-
sisted that motherhood keeps women in the home away from social
participation and makes their life miserables As such, it was
seen as an evil by foninist..‘%onoh who wish to be free, to
enjoy their individual life, must do away with family and family
life.

I believe, however, that there is a need to see the positive
side of the family,/At this point in time, in many places women
have no place other than the family, and if this is taken away,
women will have no base of aetivity.’It is important for so-
ciety to become democratic, and for/this to happen, individua-
lism must not be made the most important factor,/rirat, there
must be democracy in the homo.’&he mother can influence the
family, especially in the education of her children,’As a wife,
a woman wields a certain influence over her hu-band}/
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F a woman's influence in society must not stop with her home
family,/But it is a present reality that the base for a woman's
participation in society is her hom:/h-.o struggle for human
’ n this happen often, that

rights starts t ‘;.%?.‘LL.E./ /WMM

when a woman's M sent to prison in their
struggle for human rights, she first becoms awakened to the needs
and becomes involved. In her pain and suffering she becomes
sensitized to the pain of others who are suffering from opproio
It is then that she bwcomes motivated to do what she can to

aleviate the suffering,

troodollul. Rather than working for my own t‘rocdo-, I must give up
my own rights for the freedom 3! others, Christ said"You must
deny yoursels and follow me",

/

"Moving forward together" ﬂdthe theme of "%‘W
I understand this as doing something together for the society -
with respect to peace and justice., As I mentioned before the
problems we are facing, the problems of human kind, is not the
result of a mistake made by an individual., At the same time

it cannot be restrained by an individual, In that sense the

theme "Moving forward together" is very cpmprtatoq. ;./‘ v
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