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Foreword

This book addresses some of the critical challenges of the fierce new
world that marks the early decades of the twenty-first century. The
complex interplay among the economic, ecological, political and social
challenges of today have left the world lurching from crisis to crisis. This
has had especially harmful consequences for people who are subordi-
nated, oppressed and exploited, and threatens the very survival of our
planet. Massive increases in inequality reflect a symbiosis between the
extreme and growing wealth of some and deepening risks to the survival
and livelihoods of many. The runaway celebration of greed in both North
and South is matched by a reckless flouting of ecological boundaries, and
rapid growth of militarism and conflict. Such challenges run counter to
the deepened commitments to human rights and the upsurge in social
movements that we witnessed in the last quarter of the previous century.

In an effort to address these complex issues, the United Nations is in
the throes of a process to reach multilateral agreement on a new set of
development goals after the time frame of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) ends in 2015. While many key global actors are caught
up in the frenzy of negotiating the Post-zo015 Development Agenda, it is
important for civil society movements not to lose sight of the longer and
larger perspective on growth, development and human rights, even as
we speak out and advance our political critiques and alternatives in this
global process of shaping the future of our earth and its peoples. This
book is an attempt to address some of these larger questions. Its approach
is based on DAWN’s reflections on our thirty years of collective processes
of feminist analysis, advocacy, popular resistance and movement building
towards creating, together with other civil society allies, strong alterna-
tives that will help move our world out of global gridlock.




