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( U Translation) _ -
; _ The year of 1996
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1 the occasion that the Asian Women's Fund, in cooperation with the Goverment
and he pe ,pie of Japan, ofzrs atonement from the Japanese pecple to the former wartime
corunc women, I wish 20 2xorass mv nersonal feelings as well.
““:.:3 issue of comrior: women, with an involvement of the Japanese military

aniooriles ar that dme, was 3 grave affront to the honor and dignity of large numbers of

Az Prime Minisut of Japan, I thus extend anew my most sincere apoiogies and
romorze o all the women who underwent immeasurable and painful experiences and )
‘ncurable physicai and psychological wounds 3s comfort women.

/2 muse aot evade the weight of the past, nor should we evade our responsibilities for the

believe that our «.ountfy painfuily aware of its moral responstbility, with feelings of
cclogy and remorse, should face up squarely to its past history and accurately convey it to
nirs :3::ranon> .
Furthermore, Japan also should take an active part in dealing with Vtolence and other
forms ‘3'-:""1msnce to the honer and dignity of women.
Finally, I pray from the bottom of my heart that each of you will find peace for the
rest of your lives. :

Respecttislly yours,

Ryutaro Hashimoto
Prime Minister of Japan
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