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Warning about the conduct of army per-
_fonnel toward local residents, issued in
June 1938 by Naosaburo Okabe, chief of
-4aff of the North China Army, to each unit:
.41. Recently, sabotage of transportation
“ftworks in Shandong Province has been

2fequently reported. ~

v @35 The slow recovery of public order is
R *?21 rtly due to the insufficient number of
ﬁ {oops in the rear. But it is also true that
: s egal conduct by soldiers and officers to-
- #ard local residents has stirred up their
tred and resistance, giving anti-Japa-
e Communists an excuse to agitate the

Jorts to maintain peace and order. . . . Re-

hnd men in various places have spread over
e whole area, fermenting unexpectedly
rious anti-Japanese sentiment.
/3. Local residents are in the habit of unit-
neace senging in retaliation, making it a rule to kill a
MIO 10A PHoy|person who has committed rape. The rapes,
- - ~[which have been occurring in various plac-
es, should be regarded not only as penal
l  [offenses but also as serious acts of rebellion
... |that hamper operations of the military and
6 “|have a detrimental effect on the nation it-
5 l I l l fself. :
4 commanders need to punish subordi-
nates who have committed wrongdoing for
5 ) e sake of the military and the nation, as a
't simpg warning to others and to stamp out any pos-
are no wyghle recurrence. ’

2 also of 4 1t is vital to strictly control the conduct

v\‘lror;]me' of individual officers and men and also to
;dort “establish facilities for providing sexual
e 8 comfort as soon as possible so they will not
Minar v volate regulations against their will due to
lh"ptp" Falack of such facilitics. ;
; lgcav{e Memorandum about phenomena peculiar -
.| battlefields and countermeasures
an .atogs against them, written by a first lieutenant
id the pd Sirgeon attached to the Konodai Army Hos-
should pital in June 1939:
aly victi§ 17 Sexual Desire and Rape. Thinking
1d also o hat forcing servicemen to restrain their
1nese 24 sexual desire for a long time may lead
ountries lhem to rape Chinese women, supply units
&4 set up comfort quarters in central China at
onya gz an early time.
¢ semir<§ - The main purpose of the system is to soft-
.+ § enservicemen's feclings by satisfying their
is feclifexual desire, thus preventing them from
sufferiffcommitting rape, which injures the dignity
\bing, T °f the Imperial Japanese Army.
von't hapf -Although the swift setting up of comfort

-skq Quarters partly achieved that purpose, the
tumber of comfort women is too small

blic and thus hamper the military’s ef- .

ports of rapes involving Japanese officers -

because Shanghai and Nanjing have
some facilities other than military comfort
quarters to satisfy soldiers, comfort women
were sent to remote areas or the front,
which lack military comfort quarters. But
quite a large number of rape cases have
occurred in the countryside.

Behind the occurrence of rape is not only
the lack of comfort women but also the fact
that soldiers are curious about Chinese
women, as students abroad are interested
in Western women.

Besides, they think they can do anything
to Chinese women, because they are wom-
en of Japan’s enemy. So they are attracted
to Chinese women as if they were under a
spell. ¢
So soldiers arrested on suspicion of com-
mitting rape are unlucky, because they on-
ly represent the tip of an iceberg. It is next
to impossible to determine how many Chi-
nese women were raped by Japanese sol-
diers. . . .

Some commanders ignored reports about
rape committed by their men, thinking that
the rape was necessary to invigorate the
soldiers. . . ..

To disgrace the bodies of women of an
enemy country because Japanese are vic-
tors is not an act civilized people are al-
lowed to do. I am ashamed of this as a
member of an Oriental nation that is proud
of its sense of decorum. . . .

From the time I landed on the continent, I
have regretted that Japanese soldiers can-
not control their sexual desire. Throughout
my yearlong life on battlefields, I have kept
thinking about it. But the army authorities
did not regard it as a serious matter. I have
never heard of the authorities giving a
warning to soldiers. . . . J

Although comfort quarters have been es-
tablished and Japanese and Korean prosti-
tutes have been brought in to prevent sol-
diers from contracting sexually transmit-
ted diseases from Chinese, ironically, these
women spread those diseases.

The military authorities established com-
fort quarters to prevent soldiers from rap-
ing Chinese women. But rape has been
committed so frequently that Chinese are
always afraid of Japancse soldiers. . . .

Life on the battlefield is so rough that sol-
diers become wild. It is understandable
that the military authorities thought the
best solution was to allow soldiers to have
sex with women. Chinese despise and laugh
at Japanese soldiers who came to China to
wage war but visit comfort quarters fre-.
quently, putting on a grand face.

| Y0scow (AP) Soviet Com-
«Fnist leaders in 1923 debat-
a possible sale of eastern
Rhalin Island to neighbor-
€ Japan for at least Y1 bil-
%, according to a document
blished Friday. -
The document, published
the daily Izvestia, is a pro-
%l of a May 3, 1923 mecting
4% the Russian Communist
 § ty's ruling Puss at-
Med by Josef st
Osky and othemmss=s=ss.
he Politburo aocs not ob-

Island.

ject to conducting further
talks in the direction of selling .
the Sakhalin Island, while the
sum of 1 billion should be con-
sidered as a minimal one. . .
Either the whole sum or 9/10
of it should be paid in cash,” was too high and equaled two-
the document says. s
The Politburo also appar-
ently decided to form a five-
member committee “‘to de-
termine the economic and
strategic value"” of Sakhalin

Russian Forcign Ministry

23 Sakhalin sale mulled, Izvestia reveals

spokesman Sergei Yas-
trzhembsky, who released the
document, wrote that the
Russian-Japanese negotia-
tions lasted for more than a
year, but the requested sum

thirds of Japan’s annual bud-
get at the time.” " ° "'
The publication was appar-
ently meant to quell an outcry
over President Boris Yel-
tsin's visit to Japan this fall
and rumors about a possible
“sale” of the Kuril Islands.

JUU THHIEN Y v b heedea
them to maintain morale, to
discourage troops from rap-
ing local women (which led
earlier to anti-Japanese riots)
and to prevent the spread of
syphilis and other diseases
from unmanaged prostitu-
tion. . J
Yamada, who lives in To-
kyo, said he has little interest
in the growing calls for finan-
cial compensation to atone for

Girl became ‘comfort woman’

By MAYA MARUKO
Stalf writer

Sim Mi Ja, a 69-year-old
South Korean, says she was
abducted to Japan and then
coerced into working at a mil-
itary brothel because she pre-
ferred morning glory to cher-
ry blossoms.

Until 1940, she was brought
up in a northern part of Korea
— then a Japanese colony.
““When I was 16, my Japanese
teacher (at the local school)
told me to embroider on a
cloth map of Japan, because I
was good at embroidery,” she
said during her March meet-
ing with Tokyo reporters. She
said she embroidered morn-
ing glories on the map.

After a few days, she was
told to come to the faculty
room. A military police offi-
cer there shouted at her,
“Don’t you know that our na-
tional flower is cherry blos-
soms?”

“I answered that I embroi-
dered morning glories be-
cause I thought they were
beautiful,” she said.

The officer said she had

Redress sought
in North Korea

North Korea has launched a
committee to seek compensa-
tion for women who were
forced to have sex with Japa-
nese soldiers during World
War II, Radio Pyongyang re-
ported in a dispatch moni-
tored in Tokyo Tuesday.

O Mun Han, vice chairman
of the (North) Korea-Japan
Friendship Association, will
head the committee, which
will seek a “correct resolu-
tion” to the problem of com-
pensation for victims of the
Pacific War, according to Ra-
dio Pyongyang monitored by
Radiopress. .

The broadcast said that it is |

important for Japan to make
amends for its wartime

in order to establish goomss
lations with neighbce
countries.

tue COLLOMT Wolaen 1s prove-
bly impractical, he said, be-
cause selecting the real vie-
tims among those who have
or may in the future come for-
ward will be difficult.
The former soldiers are ei-
ther dead or too old to re-
~member the details and testi-
fy, Ito added.
In an essay published in
1977, Ito wrote that foot sol-
diers — young men drafted to

Sim Mi Ja

wrong thoughts, took her to
the military police office and
tried to rape her inside a
room used to put up night-du-
ty officers. ’

“I frantically bit his ear be-
cause I didn’t want to lose my
virginity,” she said.,“He then
stabbed my finger with a
bamboo spit and burned my

Ul N various matiers. For
example, the women mav
have wanted to secretly send
letters or goods to certain sol-
diers who were away at the
front. Or the women may
have wanted to know how the
soldiers were doing. )

‘Sense of solidarity’

“Both the women and the
soldiers lived at a low level in
the social hierarchy. Some-

shoulder with a red hot iron. I
fainted.”

A few days later, she woke
up to find herself somewhere
far from home. When she
asked a woman where she
was, the woman answered,
“Fukuoka.” “You’ll see what
is going to happen to you in a
while,” the woman told her.

“Around 3 or 4 o’clock in
the afternoon, a soldier
walked into the room and de-
manded that I have sex with
him, although I was suffering
from swelled wounds,” she
said. “Since then, I served as
a ‘public lavatory’ for 20 to 30
Japanese soldiers a day, and
50 to 60 during weekends.”

For six years, Sim was a

,‘“comfort woman,” who had
to serve the sexual needs of
Japanese soldiers.

Sim currently lives in Song-
nam, South Korea. She told
her story through an inter-
preter when she visited Japan

from late February to early-

March. -

In April, she filed a suit
against the Japanese govern-
ment to seek compensation,

Guangzhou, Ci and clse-
where.

Almost all the draftees, in-
cluding married troops, used
the brothels, Fukuyama said.
““Their only pastime was to go
out on off-duty days to eat,
drink and use comfort wom-
en,” he said. .

But most career military
men, like himself, did not vis-
it the brothels, he said.

They believed the women

pensation should be paid
those who were abducted ai
forced to work and to tho
who were dececived into ta
ing the job.

“We should pay them :
much as they want in cor
pensation,” he said. “Jap:
gives big sums of money eac
year in economic assistan
to developing nations. So
would not be a fiscal burde
for us to pay the women.”

over sewing error

bringing to nine the number
of former comfort women
who have taken the same
course. They are seeking ¥20
million each.

““Why did Korean women
have to be victimized for the
sake of the war that Japan
fought?”” she asked.

Sim recalls one occasion in
which an officer offered to
take her out to eat sweets.
While eating, she saw a Japa-
nese woman walking in a
beautiful kimono. “I was full
of envy and grudge. I thought
she should be the one to be-
come a comfort woman. Why
me?”

Sim said she saw other
comfort women with sexually
transmitted diseases, bleed-
ing and discharging pus. “I
spoke a little Japanese and
asked the military unit to give
them medicine,” she said.

After the war, she was left
alone without money. She
could not go back to Korea, so-
she went to a sports shoes fac-
tory and worked there for
cight years.

‘‘A old Japanese lady, see-

ing that I was suffering fro
a sexually transmitted di:
ease, told me to put on dand«
lion sap (as a way to cur
it),” she said. “I searche
around everywhere for dar
delions.

“I had a dream for my fi
ture,” she said. “I wanted t
lead a happy married life lik
any other woman.”

Sim went back to Korea 1
years after her abduction, be
lieving she could eventuall
be happy, but she couldn’t ge
married or have childrer
“I'm alone. My life was ru
ined,” she said.

“I nearly fainted when
Japanese reporter asked m
(in March) how much mone
I want for compensation,’
she said. “I didn’t come her
to sell the 69 years of my lif
for money. i

“I want to visit every plac
in the world to tell peopl
what Japan did during th
war,” she stressed. “I wan
all the Japanese people il
their 70s to tell their childre
and grandchildren what actu
ally happened.”
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