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[Vitnesses]

l. Hakudou Nagatomi (Born in 1916)

Just after the 1937 Nanjing Incident, he visited Nanjing as a student.
Then he both saw and took parl in the massacre. Next year he took charge of
setting up "Comfort Place” as a civilian employee in the army, buving Chinese
women for one hundred yen each and sending them lo the Comforl Place.

When he contineed his activilties because he could not understand that
lapan had been defealed, he was arrested by the Chinese People’s Liberation Army.
Then he lived in a concentration camp for 13 years as a war criminal. During
this period he considered his killing of many Chinese people, and admittied.
"Though our crime is unpardonable, | will talk about il so as to make amends.”
Last year he broke his silence and has lestified regarding to

activities of the former Japanese Army.

2. Kang Teok Keung (Born in 1929)

In 1942 when she was a thirteen vears old student al the National school
in Keisyuu Nandeu. she obeyed a command from a Japanese leacher. ™You must go to
Japan to join the Women's Palriol Service Brigade to serve the Emperor and the
Nation”. Then she took a ship from Pusang to Fukuoka Prefecture and then
wvent te Toyvama Prefeclure. There she suffered from hunger and long hours of work
inan airplane parts factory. Afler running away three times she was arrested
and taken to a comfort place in Japan.



She now lives in a warehouse in Souel. She was angry al "the Jlapanese
zovernment’s stalement that women had not been taken againsl their will™. This

aroused her to testify.

3. ¥Yi Young Su (Born in 1928)

One day in the summer of 1944, she heard from her friend’s mother "I
you become an adopted daughter, vou could gelt enough food and |ive vell."
Then she went Lo the place she wvas told and fouml a Japanese man waiting for her.
She was taken by him from Dalian{China) to Taiwan in early 1945 by ship. In this
comfort place she was forced to serve members of the special attack corps, and
was tortured with electric shocks when she tried to refuse.

She hasn’t revealed to her neighbour the faclt thal she was a comforl
vomen. However, She has resolved to tell the truth so that the publilc may be
avare of the existence of "comforl women™ and so that the Japanese government

may be forced to take suitable steps.



ofH HIE MEETING
FORUM TO PONDER ON THE WAR VICTIMS IN THE ASIAN-PACIFIC REGION AND ENGRAVE IT

IN OUR MIND

< Comments of those in their teens>

1. Natsumitsu Senda, in "Women's Lamentalion”™ writes thatl human beings
become temporarily psychopathic when they are put in an extreme situation. The
lapanese are now blamed by olher countries for all the cruel deeds of the
Japanese imperial soldiers, but | think only those who fought on the front line
can tell why they did such terrible things. If they had not killed their
enemies. they would themselves have been killed. | have never experienced war
myself, but | understand that women have always been oppressed throughout
history. | think that there are many women victims, and that Japan sust make up

for its pasl crimes against them. (Female)

. I imagined if my sister or girlfriend being suddenly taken away from me.
and | understood the terrible situation of Ms Yi and Ms Kang. Since | am still
young. | can look at this problem only in this way, but even older and more
malure Jlapanese politicians cannot imagine such a thing. | am very much ashamed

of them. (Male)

3. | do nol know how to putl this inte words. Anyway | thought we must not
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repeat war which hurts poeple’s feelings so much. Of course | have no war
experience myself bul | will carefully keep the recording of loday's testimonies
and pass it on to other people. | want to thank Lhe three people who testified

today. Thank you very much for today's testimonies. (M)

q. | was ashamed of being Japanese atlending this meebing for the first
time. This is because | knew thal Japanese had killed innocent local people
during the war, but | had not heard such testimonies. | think all Japanese
people should be awvare of this issue. Hovever, very few people are at present.

The lapanese government should act to honor the memory of the war victims. (F)

5. I realized fully that we have to think over this vital issue not only

in the terms of the problems of history, bul also in terms of women's problems.
As one of Lhe Japanese | can’t forgive these cruel deeds. As long as such

]

questions remains unresolved. Japanese internationalizabion is an illusion. 1'm
anxious about Japanese education. | will remember their courage and tears. | am

very grateful to them. (F)

6. I didn"1 know the war was so terrible. When one thinks of the oppression
af the Chinese people, it is natural they have hard feelings toward the Japanese.

IL is important that Japan should compensate for the crimes. (M)

Ta | oppose both the current proposal, "Dverseas dispatch of Lhe PKO bLill"™
and also the present government. | have never experienced war myself. All | know
comes from the film and books. Although some vounz people agree with that bill,
we must learn more and more about the war itself. As for me | knew about the
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forced army "comfort women”. But there are many people who don’t know even that

word. (M)




< Comments of Lhose in their 205>

I As a Japanese it is painful to listen to these testimonies. The lwo
women's testimonies are beyond our imagination. Why did the Japanese soldiers
do such terrible things lo other human beings? | feel strong compassion for

these women because they have lived with such painful memories. (F)

2. I have felt that lapan is a country that | cannot be proud of and today
| feel this more strongly. lWowever, since | am Japanese, | strongly feel that we
have to cope with the anger and demands of obher countries. We should

immediately apologize and compensale for the mistakes that Japan has commilted.

(FJ

3. | was impressed by Mr. Nagatomi's words, when he said, "when | felt
thankful that | was alive. I thought of the sufferings and resentment of those
I killed". Those words remimded me that only when man is put in extreme
situations, does he understand the importance of life. These words clearly
express the meaning of life. When Ms Yi said. it is a great sin to cut off a
bud which should blessom in the future” in her tearful voice, these words
sounded so piliful Lo me. It is so frightening to imagine being in her place.
But only in thal way we can understand Lheir pain and sufferings. | felt the
same way when | listened to Ms Kang’s story. When | imagined that what happened
to them mighl have happened to some of my relatives, their stories sounded so
real to me. | will try to understand today’s three testimonies better and have
them down to the younger generation. With a prayver and a resolve not to repeal

such tragedies. (F)



q. I thought | had learned something aboul the problems of North and South
Koreans living in Japan, but | was surprised and ashamed te hear so many facls
that | did net know or had not been told. My parents were born between 18925 and
1934 and they have often told me about their hard lives amd about the frigtening
air raids during the wvar. So | had long regarded Japan as a war victim (due to
what happened in Hiroshima and Nagasaki). After more than 40 years, "lapan’s
vrong deeds” have began to receive attention and we have began to learn facts
which we had never been told before. Why were Lhose facts kepl from us for swch
a long time? The Japanese often say "let bygones be bygones” bul can we say

that of World War 117 Japan has prospered due to rapid economic growth after the
war. However, if we look at "the advance of Jlapanese companies” or "the export
of pollution by Japanese companies” to other Asian countries, they could be seen
as the economic version of what lapan did to them during the war Cinvasion). The
olher day | read in the newspaper of people’s opinions that the soldiers of
Vorld War 11 plead their innocence by saving they only obeyed the Japanese
army's orders. and that the present Japanese company workers say they only do
what their companies tell them to do. Does that mean the Japanese are as ugly as
before aml that they have been pursuing only their ouwn profits? Japan is often
compared with Germany in terms of war compensabion but the lapanese constitution
only recently guaranteed the rights of "its cilizens” aml does nol yel pay any
attention Lo fundamental human rights, dees it? | feel sad aboul Japanese’
narrow-mindedness. | think today’s teslimonies should be heard by all the

Japanese and that we sust make efforts to build a better society. (F)

5. Japan is now a prosperous counbry in many ways. But someday Japan will
decline. |f lapan continues its present attitude towards foreign countries. who

-7-



will try to help Jlapan when it decline? No country will turn to Japan when it
has no money any more. Especially there will be no Asian countries if Japan
continues to look down on them. Then the lapanese whoe are ignerant of or
indifferent to the war will regret their attitude. But then it will be too late.

| hope Japan changes its attitude towards other countries. (M)

6. As Ms Kang has said lastly, listening to the speech alone is not enough.
We have to put pressure on the government to compensate the former "comfort

women” immediately. We also should tell our children of this problem. (F)

T. | was very shocked. Their live voices carry more weight than a
recording. | felt keenly that my ideas were wrong. | really thank them for
coming to Japan to tell of their painful experiences. And |'m sorry for Lhe way
the lapanese government ignored them. |t's hard to leslify. But it is worse nol

to admit the facts. and | am ashamed of such a sitwation. (F)

B. | have many mixed feelings. |'m very sorry for the people caughl up in
the battlefield, the occupation and for the forced army "comfort women™. When |
think of the war. all thal comes to mind is the atomic bomb. | believe that we

must nol go to war again. Today's meebting reinforced this belief. {F)

9. I feel indignant that the former "comforl women” themselves had lo give
lestimonies to make the government apologize and compensatle for their crime.

Why doesn’t the government act? | feel the same way as Ms Kang. "Without apology
and compensation, there can be no real friendship belween the young people of
Korea and Japan.” Also | can't forgive Japanese soldiers who assaulted Chinese

-f-



women. |'ve heard that it couldn’t be helped because of situation. But still |

can't understamd it. 1t was pure perversion. (F)

10. This is the first time to hear these testimonies. and | an glad to attemd
thie meeling. | was moved by the power of their testimonies. It is terrible that
soldiers like Mr.Nagatomi were "produced” by the policy of Japanese government.
It is vital that we take action, based on our own opiniong. The precious
testimonies of former army "comforl women” should be used in the future, and | m
yselfmust Lell other people. We should all be spokesmen of this meeting. We must
accept their appeals and force the governmeni to apologize and compensate by
telling the facts of the pasl to other people. We should also protect our human

rights. (F}

11. This is the first time | heard Lhe former "comfort women™ relating
their experiences. | was very shocked. It is painful to hear how many Asians
including Koreans suffered from the war in which they were viclims of the

Japanese govermnment. (F)

12. | was lucky to hear these vivid teslimonies. Although we are too yvoung
to have seen the war, we have lo Lhink over the problems of compensation and

spread the word about the injustices. (F)

13. This kind of issue should be handed down to young people. As a Japanese
| was angry aml am ashamed of the govermment’s attitude. Many young people are
quite uninterested even in the PKO bill. Almost fifly years have passed since
the war. This Lime gap makes us forget the aggression, doesn't il7? Loeoking
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forward to the 21st century we have to reconsider the remunciation of war.

Because we need Lo accepl this "negative heritagze”. (M)

14. buring this annual meeting, | fell thal we must reconsider the history

of the war. The former army "comfori women™ are still alive. so the problem is
not just in the past. It is vital that we handle this issue. However, it is
difficult to see the conneclion between the |ives of former “"comfort women™ and
that of preseni-day Japanese who have been lulled by the years of peace. Did we
hear their demanding an apology? |Is the apology only the government’s business.

net own? | hope this meeting has a lasting influence. (M)
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< Comments of those in their 30>

1. I am ashamed Lo have come here Lo listen Lo their testimonies without
being prepared for such tragic stories. Weak people are alwvays oppressed and a
country. a strong power, which is unknown to us ordinary citizens, is always an
oppressor. Such a fact makes me angry but | do not know whal to do. Anyway, |
think the first thing | should do is to tell today's testimonies to my friends

and acquintances. (F)

2. Il seems Lo me too late to hear those testimonies over forly years afier
the wvar. Many Japanese who took those Korean woman away from their homes and
humiliated Lhem musi still be alive. llow do Lhey feel now? Are they living
bearing a cross of their own sins? Or have they forgotten everything? And did
those who are no longer alive die keeping such a sinful actl hidden in their own
minds? Or are they making an excuse, saying it could not be helped in Lhe war?
When a person tramples on other people’s happiness, does he lose his own human
feelings and does he feel no compassion for ether people's pain any more? The
victimized women had lo live without securily even after the war. The Japanese
forgot what they had done to olher Asian people during the war, and they go on
tours to buy Asian women! |L is nalural that Japan is despised by other Asian
countries. It is teo late. but there still may he something we can do to

compensale for the crimes commilled by Lhe Jlapanese. (F)

3. | am 36-year old housewife. To tell the truth | was ignorant of Japanese
saldiers’ cruelly until about 10 years ago. When | read Mr.Seiichi Morimura's
book., "the Glutlony of the Devil”, which describes the 731 Corps in delail, |



vas shocked bolh by the great crimes commibled by the Japanese army amd also |
wvas angry because no one had told me the trulh. What made the Japanese soldier
do such terrible things? | tried to find Lhe answer as a lapanese and as a
fellow human being. | am still looking for the answer. | strongly believe that
human beings can be devils in certain circumstances. It is important to know the
truth. No matter how ugly the trulh is. we musi never cover it up. Every
Japanese must know the truth. Unless vou know the truth, vou connot give a
correclt judgment. After finding the truth, we can think what we should do, what
is the besl thing for us to do. | thank you very much for those who gave their

precious testimonies and | admire their courage. (F)

q. Since | am also a woman, | feel as if it had been my own affair. The
basis of it all is discriminalion -- discrimination against women. aml
discrimination against Koreans. Their testimonies made me sad and pessimistic

but | listened to them very carefully, taking noles. Thank vou very much. (F)

5. Thank you very much, Mr. Nagatomi, Ms Kang and Ms Yi. | will remember
today’s testimonies and Lell the Lrubth Lo younger people so that the Japanese
may continue to consider them. Teday's testimonies reminded me of the 90 years

old Harabeji's words whom | met at Utoro District in Kyoto last year. (F)

6. Those women were robbed of the most sensitive and innocent aze of their
teens by the inhuman policy of Lhe Japanese army. They are still suffering from
those experiences. both mwentally and physically, withoul speaking of Ltheir pain
for all those years after the war. It was so pitiful to hear Ms Kang sav. "Half
of my resentment disappeared afler speaking out the truth today”. We have not
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done anything to help them vet. This issue is Lhe issue Lhal all of us Japanese

must consider seriously. (F)

1. If | had joined Lthe army as a soldier, | might have been one of those
oppressors. So we have to make daily efforts to prevent war in order not to
creale such an inhuman situation again. But when | look at present-day lapan, |
feel disgusted. No one can truly understaml the sufferings or pain of those whe
testified Loday excepl themselves. | with | had an imagination strong enough to

understamnd and share their sufferings and pain. (M)

8. The testimonies made my heart ache. |t was outrageons. As a teacher, |
have told my students that peace is important, and that war is wrong but | think
that | had failed to understand how ugly war can be. | will remember whai | have

heard Loday and pass it on to my stwdents. | will tell them never to o to war

again! (M)

9. | believe that teachers can do many things and have a great influence on
their students. | will tell my students the truth about Japan's war of

aggression. | believe that like Germany we must fake bhe responsibilily for our

past. (M)

10. The Japanese Liberal lemocratic Party government and the Japanese
monopolistic capitalists who back the governmenl are now trying te make Japan
the leader of Asia again and are trying to trample on the Asian continent amd
its peoples. We must not send the Self-lefense Forces of Japan overseas. Whal
can | do to prevent it? As a teacher, | have kepl talking aboul a war of
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aggression, Lhe divine right and the Emperor system of Japan and Japanese
militarism in my class. Now thal | have listened to the testimonies of Lhe
korean comfort women myvself. | am lost for vords. | would like to make the most

of their precious testimonies by sharing what | have heard with my studenls.(F)

11. | wvas overcome with emotion when | heard the testimonies as a Japanese
| 'm very sorry for them. Their fear of Lhe PEO bill is important. We must not
repeat war again and we Jlapanese have to stop the PKD however we can. What

shall we do? This meeting made me think again about the important of peace.(F)

12. I didn"t know about the Japanese invasion at all. The Japanese
government should deal with Lhis problem as a menber of the international

community. | hope the government will act with commen sense. (F)

13, I am touched with their courage. According to Lhe lestimonies of the

Japanese, | think Mr. Nagatomi is also a " victin”. What can | do for them? (F)
14. " The war is never over™ | have learned this the hard way. The appeal
of Ms.Kang " Apologize from your heart.” sticks in my mind. |'m very sorry to
heal her experiences of cruelty as a result of the thoughtlessness of the
Japanese government. This makes me very angry as one of the Japanese people who
collectively condone the government's attitude. Although the war was fought by
another generation. It is we of this generation who should apologize Lo the
victims. Individuals have no power but |'m sure by uniting we may influence the

government. So | want te help them. (F)
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15. I"'m an elemeniary school teacher. | have learned about KYOUSEIRENKOU
(taking by force) and SOUSHIKAIME! (forcing foreigners to change their names to
lapanese names). | keenly felt their resentment, hearing their live testimonies.

I'm very sorry for it. (F)

16. It's in the first time | have been Lo one of these meetings. It is hard
enough to understand their pain. Bul | resolve Lo honor their memory by joining

in varions activities. (F)

17. Their testimonies were more vivid than | expected. Ve should spread the
message of this meeting so that victims zill be compensated for our nation's
crimes. Though | wanl te apologize to them personally today, | couldn’l summon
the courage to do it. So | did it in my heart. | hope the two women can have a
good life from now on. | will remember Ms.Kang's saying that our mother or
grandmother could have been in their place, and Ms.Yi's demand for an apelogy.

(F)

18. When | heard my father nearly went to the front during the war. | came
to realized that the war is my concern toe. If the war had not finished on Aug.

15, | would not have been born. | am glad that | attended Lhis meeting. (M)

19. | am relieved that people like Mr.Nagatomi want to atone for past crimes
vith courage. At the same time | feel angry with that there are only four people
who have come forward. The Japanese should react to Lhe passionate appeal of Lhe
former "comforlt women”, who are ready to give their energy by testifving. As a

teacher | feel responsible for teaching aboul our crime and about the
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brutalization of these women in the invasion. | want to join the movement
demanding a governmeni apology. The facts should be invesbtizaled amd the victims

should be compensated. (M)

20. I felt as if my heart had broken when | heard Ms Yi speak excitedly. |
do not know whal to sayv. It is clear that Japan musl atone for its crime, but |
am afraid the lapanese do nol have much sense of guill. While listening to Lhe
testimonies of the two women. | wondered why the presentl old and middle-aged
Japanese had often been told to regard war experiences as a great honor by Lheir
elders. | strongly believe that the first step for us Japanese to atone for our

past crime is to listen carefully to the testimonies of those people who were

victimized by us. (M)

21. My heart ached to hear of the tragedies by war. | sincerely hope that

their humiliated bodies and souls will recover. (M)

21. I would like to thank those who testified their painful experiences in
the very country which oppressed them. They would never have normally relaled
such experiences. This issue should not be treated as a temporary fashion. With
this occasion as a start, wve musl campaign to demand the admission of our war
responsibilily and compensation Lo Lhe Tormer army "comfort women” aml other
Asian war victims. This is a historical mission linking Japan’s past, present

and futlure. (M)
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"I'an a Christian and vet | tortured and killed Chinese people”.

A former Japanese soldier declared his remorse in the meeting in Tsu.

* [A member of Lhe awdience listening lto the testimonies of a former
comfort wvomen at the prefectual social welfare building in

Sakurabashi. Tsu]

The 5th Mie Meeling. "Forum to Ponder on the Var Victims in the
Asian-Pacific Region and Engrave It in Our Mind." (sponsored by the Execuljve
Commitlee) was held at the Prefectual Social and Educalional Center at
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Sakurabashi. Tsu on 23rd August. Two korean women related their tragic
experiences a former forced army comfort women during the war. |l wae the
second meeting, after the one held in Yokkaichi the day before.

Testimonies were given by Mr. Hakudou Nagatomi (76). who took part in the
massacre of Chinese people as a former Japanese soldier and spent 13 vears in a
concentration camp as a war criminal, Ms Vi Young Su (G3) and Ms Kang Teok Keung
(63), both of whom were former forced army comfort women.

Hr. Nagatomi confessed., "1 was a Buddhist when | was a child and became a
Christian when | vas a student, so | never killed even a tiny insect. Bub |
tortured and Killed Chinese people for the sake of the emperor”.

e also testified that the Jlapanese army raped many women and emphasized,
"my sing will never go away bul | will do my best Lo prevent voung people from
repeating the same thing".

Ms ¥i testified. "when | was forced Lo salisfy lapanese soldiers’ sexual
appelite. 1 tried to resist them. They put electric wire around my wrists and
gave me electric shocks”, showing Lhe scars on her wrists. Ms Kang also spoke of

her hard life as a comfort woman. somelimes in a shrill nervous voice.

FEEEEREEEREFE X EEEELERE ( Mainichi Newspaper. on August 24. 1992 )
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<Comments of those in their 408>

1. I never saw my father because he was killed in the war aml the word. war.,
always makes me sad. While | was listening to Ms Yi's testimony, | kept saving
to myself. "Was my father one of them? Mo, he wasn't because | was told he was a
second class soldier in the navy and thal he was sent to Siberia and died of
illness in the state of Chita... "Such a disgraceful fact was hidden from Lhe
lapanese for a long time, but pow after 47 years it has come into the open and
is now causing much controversy throughout Japan. All Japanese must know the
truth, which is that Japan invaded other contries. How should Japan compensate
for its greal crimes? How can Japan heal the oppressed people’s humiliated minds?
All of us must ask these questions. | believe the facl should be put in
elementary school textbook so thal even small children may know them. |

sincerely hope Lhis will be done soon. (F)

2. Ve must praise Mr. Nagatomi's courage. The war for which Japan was
responsible was fought not in Japan but in foreign coulries. Japan victimized
aml oppressed many people of other countries, but such facts were hidden from
the Japanese after the war. In this way Japan committed one crime after another.
The emperor’s responsibilily, the responsibility of the ordinary Japanese must
be admilted, and compensations for our crimes musl be paid.

After listening to the testimonies of Ms Yi amd Ms Kang, | imagzine their
resentment and pain, and feel terribly sorry for them. | was born afler the war
bul 1 think the Japanese society which kept those facts from us for a long time
is a strange society. | believe the purpose of education it to teach studenls
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how to live, "how to love others as we love ourselves” based on the facts of
history. | am afraid Ms Yi, Ms Kang and the Mugunfa Sisters will have a hard
life in Korea. | believe Japan has to take concrete measures to help them
imnediately. Thank you very much. Shall we. ordinary people. start to do

something to support them? (F)

3. Thank you very much for your very precious testimonies today,

M. Nagatomi. Ms Kang and Ms Yi. | participate in the peace march in Yokkaichi
every year as a member of the Coop and am determined to prevent Japan from
moving towards war again. However, the PKD bill was passed aml the units of
Self-Defense Force of Japan will be senl Cambodia soon. | heard they are going
to be supplied with contraceptives. The thought that they are going to repeat

Ehe same mistake agzain makes me angry. (F)

q. | heard the truth for the first time at this meeting. What kind of human
beings can treal olhers so brutally? | will join the campaign to demand that the

Japanese government take responsibility for the crimes., {F)

L | believe Japan {(the lapanese army) mist apologize to those women amd

compensate them for its crimes. (F)

6. | read in the Asahi Newspaper that condoms will be supplied to those who
will be sent overseas in the PKD force. Are they going bto repeal the same
shameful act? llow should we educate the Japanese so that Lhey may never repeat

such disgraceful acts? (F)



1. Hs Yi and Ms Kang suffered much more than ordinary Kereans. Evervihing
they said was a great shock to me because | have no war experience. | do not
know how much | can respond to their calls but | am determined to cooperate with
them, who have come all the way to Japan from Korea. | will try to support them
in their efforts to bring peace and a decent life. Today's testimonies taughl me

how important it is to build a peaceful vorld. (F)

B. They could nol gel married. They must carry Lheir sufferings and pain all

through their lives. How sad and pitiful! | feel really sorry for them. (F)

9. It wrings my heart to listen Lo Lheir tragic testimenies. Since | was
born during the war., | lived for many years wilhoul knowing anyvthing about those
facts. But | believe the Jlapanese must apologize to them for all the sins of our
predecessors after hearing today’s testimonies. If the present Japanese
government officials feel guilty and if they are willing to apologize, the PKD

bill should not have been passed. War should never be repeated. (F)

10. | would like to thank Ms Yi and Ms Kang from the bottom of my heari for
sharing their experience with us. | will never forget today's tesilimonies. |
will tell them to my children. Their words pierced through my heart,
transcending countries and ages, even though | have no war experience. | want

to learn more about the crimes committed in the Japanese invasion. | wvant to
consider what we can do now and what we will be able to do in the future to
compensate for our crimes. | sincerely hope that both compensation and apologies
will be given to those who suffered. | intend to join in the campaign Lo demand
compensation and apologies. | hope they will live long enough to see their gzoal

achieved. (F) -91-



11. The Japanese have committed an irreparable mistakes. What shall we do? |
believe the lapanese government must do somelhing promplly te compensate for il.
At the same time as Japanese we must admil, for the sake of our children, the

crimes our predecessors have commitled. What shall we do? (F)

12. It was a very impressive meeting. How can we cope with the Asian invasion
by the Japanese imperialists? Just to sav, "it vas a mistake” or "we are sorry”
is nol enough. How should we respond to Lhe testimonies of the former comfort
women who testified their experiences as it were with tears of blood? Of course
we must compensate for what Japan did during the war. but that is net enough.
The Japanese government is now trying to gloss over its aggression. At the same
time, Japan is moving towards another act of aggression. Sending the Self-
Defense Force to Cambodia with PKD must not be allowed. | believe that it is our
mission to prevent it by being distributed making sacrifices in order to
respond lo loday’s appeals. Why are condoms Lo the members of the Self-Defense
Force? It means that they are going to trample on Asian women in the same way
as the Japanese imperialist soldiers did by their sexual exploitation. We will
never allow that to happen again. | hope all those who attended this meeling
will do their best to fight against the PKO bill and campaign to prevent the

Self-Defense Force from sending its members overseas. (M)

13. I was shocked to learn from my high schoel teacher history that Japan was
the aggressor and not a victim of the war. How terrible it must have been for 12
to 13 year old girls vhen they were forced to become comfort women. The Japanese
massacred other Asian people, young and old, men and women. They burned houses
with people inside. All these facts were a greal shock to me and made me angry.
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| heard of some of these incidents on TV or in Lhe newspaperr before Augusi 15,
the anniversary of the Japanese defeat in the war. | think these Facts should be

made known to more people. | will tell as many people as possible. (M)

14. | cannetl describe my feelings towards these former forced comfort women.
| camnot even stand olher people’s violent words... Their cries of blood and
tears..Today's testimonies have affected me so much that | barely have the

strength to stand. (M)

15. I had learned about the war only Lhrough books before. Today | have heard
the stories of those who vere victimized and hurl by the war told in their own
voice. | will reconsider war myself and tell other Japanese the truth so that

war may nol happen again. (M)

16. Whal cruel Lhings the Japanese men have done! Didn't they even Lhink of
their own wives or daughters during the air raids? | am angry with the Japanese
army and the Jlapanese government. bul | alse feel angry and sad to be Japanese.

| really feel serry for those women. (M)

17. I was very surprised to hear the former comforl women story from a friend
the other day. | am ashamed to say that il was the first time for | had heard
such a story. | listened Lo Lheir testimonies with a tense hearl. A war makes
husan beings inhuman. We are now in a normal state of mind and can think calmiy
and reasonably. But we destroys the normal order of things. If ve see the first
signs of war, we must nip the evil in the bud. Ve must build a really peaceful
country. Il wvas a memorable meeting. (M)
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18. "It was as if flowers were plucked am) Lrampled on™, said Ms Yi in tears.
Ms Kang said, "none of the former comfort women are now well of f" and demandeda
n apology and compensation. Their resentment will never go away. As one of Lhe |
apanese who caused their sufferings, | will not only demand that the Jlapanese
government give an apelogy and pay compensalion, but also continue to the raise
the question of Japan's responsibility for the war and for the postwar situation.

(H)

19, I now understand very well that war changes people. Books and movies tell
us how dreadful war is to a certain extent, but to listen to the cries of those
vho have actually experienced war shows us the ugliness of war most vividly. |
vas also moved by their courage and felt | should do something for them. First |
will tell the truth lo people around me. | think all of us Japanese must join in
demanding that the Japanese government compensate for its past mistakes, aml

that Japan must take responsibilily as the representative of the Japanese people.
I also think that the imperial system must be abolished. We say all human beings
are equal but to recognize a higher level in our sociely means to recognize a

lower level too, which might eventually lead to war. (M)

20. |1 seems to me that the recent passage of the PKD bill creates a

dangerous situation for Japan. |11 is a lie lo say Japan is going Lo contribule
to the international world. The fact thal Japan is against many peace Lrealies
proves Lhat. We must oppose the PKD bill. Alse when the Japanese go on a trips

abroad, they should stop hiring "girls” for pleasure. (M)
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21. We cannol make an excuse by saying we did not know thatl Japan committed
so many crimes during the war. The issue of the forced army "comfort women” has
only just started. What can | do to help? First ve must know the concrete facts.
put ourselves in the victims's place and learn how they suffered. The vivid
description of their experiences, lapan’s having trampled on others® |ives --
these facts are real history which we cannot forgel even though it happened 50
years ago. We cannot excuse ourselves by saying we have nothing to do with these
crimes because they were committed by our fathers’ and grandfathers' generations.
Unless compensation is paid to these victims, we will pass on the problem Lo the
next generation. Emperor Showa died without accepting his duty., bul the current
emperor must inheril that responsibility. It is painful to listen to Lhe
testimonies of the women of my mother's generalion. | want to tell whal has heen
imposed on those women by war to people who are carried away in present
"peaceful™ condition of Japan. The threal of war is now returning bacause the
PEO bill has been passed. | hope there will be a mounting public opposolion to
it. That can be part of our response to the appeal of these victimized people’s.
We must think how to make sincere and true apology and compensation. Every time
altheas blooem in my garden, | will remember today’s two women and olher women
who have the same experience. In realily we cannot trust our nation. Each one of

us must strugzle to build a fortress of peace. (M)

22. I had known of the Japanese invasion during the 15-year war Lhrough hooks,
but hearing true stories firsthand was a moving experience. In particular, Lhe
testimonies of former "comfort women™. their cries from the boltom of their
hearts. reminded me that my own father's generation has done these terrible
things. | am very much ashamed of that and feel responsible for ensuring. Japan
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will never invade other countries aml other people’s lives again. The passing of
the PRO bill amnd the governmenl's admission thal condoms are included in the
supplies of PKD troops to be sent overseas make me angry with Lhe current
government’s policy. | cannot de much by myself, but still | will seek a way to
compensate for Japan's past crimes, and | will try to do something to help

former "comfort women”. (M)

23. The sad stories of Ms Kang and Ms Yi reminded me of the responsibilily

that lapan and the Japanese people musi take for what they did in the war. (M)

249. My daughter, a junior high school studenl, is the same age Lhe "comfort
women” who were taken forcibly, so | can fully understand their anger. | alwavs
tell my children thalt war is a crime. Nowever, the presenl situalion is that
textbooks teach Japanese “invasion” in terms of "trespassing”. It is important
that we adulls should change the government’s atbitude. | wish former comfort

women a peaceful life, (M)

25. I Tistened to these accounts of what happened during the war 47 vears ago
and was deeply moved. The victim's sufferings live on in their voices. They said,
"why do | have to say such a thing here?” and demanded "a sincere apology amd
compensation from Japan and the Japanese people”. Despite their desperate
appeals Japan has passed the PKD bill. My reacltion is that | must admit | am one
of the Japanese and must respond to their appeal.(To admit | am Japanese means

to admit that | am also an oppressor). (F)
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26. lapan is now a rich and prosperous country, but it is invading
Southeast Asian countries in a different way. The problem of "comfort women”
relates to today’s ploblems. Var is decided by the government, bub we cannot
talk seriously about peace unless each one of us makes a personal decision nol
te repeat war. | am now an elementary school leacher and so | cannot directly
broach the topic of "comfort women™ in my class. However, | will teach my

students to think of Japan as a member of the Asian community of nations. (F)

iy 18 When | first learned of “comfort women” through the media, | couldn'l
believe it. Today | listened to the experiences of former “comfort women”
directly and realized how terrible were Lhings Japan did Lo them. In spite of
Japan's present prosperity, are hidden wany people who were victimized by Japan.
I feel so ashamed of that. We cannot undo what has been done, but as long as
there are victims, ve should endeavour Lo help them live a more comfortable

life. | sincerely hope they will be able to live a better life. (F)

28. Not only soldiers’ lives bul also many others’ lives were sacrificed in
order to continue fighting as long as possible. | believe thal only when full
compensation has been paid Lo war victims will a true postwar age begin. With
the 21sl century approching, there is a threat of another war because of PKD
bill. Why has Japan passed such a bill? Den't Lthe Japanese want to end war? | do
not understand Japan's intention. Japan musl fully compensate war victims for
its past crimes without fail. We can say that in our affluence the Japanese are

now working hard to achieve this . (F)
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29. The facts are that Lhe PKO bill has been passed and that the Self-Defense
Force units are being senl to Cambodia issued wilh condoms. Are they zoing to
repeal the same mislake? We must not let it happen. | have Lo fiml a way Lo

prevent it.{F)

3. | felt so sorry te hear Ms Yi's slory. | wvas never been told such a slory
in school. It is easy to say that it all happened in the midst of a war, but |

will continue to think of this problem as my own problem. (F)

3l- The stories that | heard before from Kereans and former Jlapanese soldiers
had deeply impressed me. Today | listened Lo Lhe women's stories for the firsl
time. | had known about these women for quite a long time, but after hearing
their stories first hand., | fell so sorry for them. As Mr. Nagatomi said. my
father might have done the same things in China and as Ms Yi said, the Japanese
women of my mother’s generation could well have suffered in the same way. Isn’t
there anything that even I. who was bern after the war can de to help Lhem?
Even if | oppose the PKO bill, vole conscientiously and distribute handouts,
will this really help to heal their wounds in the days thal remain lo them? Of
course it is necessary to change Japanese policies but also | will Lry Lo find
what | can do in my daily life. | also learned for the first Lime from

Hr. Nagatomi's testimony thal some Japanese continued to fighl even after the
war and were taken te concentration camp by the Chinese Communist Party. | was

impressed by his hard amnd courageous work. | wish all of them good health. (F)

a2. In July | had a chance to remark the forced army "comfort women™, and |
have learned a lot. Since thenm | have been inlerested in many other incidents
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during the war. When the testimonies of the Lwo former “comfort women” were over,
| could not applaud because their testimonies converged their deep wounds much
more vividly than the books | have read. Their words moved me so much that

felt as if | was one of the Japanese who misused them. | am determined to tell
the truth to as many people as possible myself to help them understand Lhe part.
In this way the sufferings of Ms Kang and Ms Yi who are mother's age may never

be repeated. (F)

33, Finally, 47 years afler Lthe war, the fact that war compensation has not
velb been made and that lapan wvas an oppressor during World Yar W is begimming
come Lo light. Today's tesbimonies are one of those facts, and they made me very
sad. lowever, | strongly hope that what has been hidden frem us will be
disclosed in this way. In our junior and senior high schoels. we were told only
the breard historical facts. | do not know whelher our Leachers were ignorant of
the truth or whether they hid the truth from us intentionally. But since it vas
30 years ago, | prefer to believe that our teachers themselves did nol know Lhe
truth. Thope the Japanese will be more conscious of facl thal war compensation
has not been made, and Lhat the war is nol over yet. This consciousness should
move the government anmd the Japanese people in the right direction. Unless we
know the bruth and do what we should do, other countries will be suspicious of

and this might jeopadize Japan's survivial in the future. {F)

34. It was a greal shock. | wonder how Lthey have been feeling every day. |
often hear people say it could not be hepled because we were in the midst of the
war. But we canot make such an excuse, and | truly feel sorry for them. |
believe it is necessary to share their wounds and let the fact be known Lo as
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many people as possible. That is now. | will take concrete step to help. (F)

35. I attended in this meeting because | heard that one of the men who
abused the women would talk. It was very impressive to hear Mr. Nagalomi say.
"they repressed their anger and Lreated us in an unbelievably human way" with
deep feelings of gratitude to the Chinese. However, the testimonies of the fwo
women (Ms Yi and Ms Kang) have changed my mind. Now | think it is impossible lo
forgive your enemies. What can | do...? If we vail for the Japanese government
to act, it may be too late for them... This issue is related to the problem of

foreigners coming to Japan to work... (F)

36. I think i1 is always the weaker ones such as women and children who are
victimized whether they are in an oppressor country or a oppressed country. Now
thal Jlapan is going to send Self-Defense Force units, | sincerely hope war will

be eliminated forever from the world. (F)

a7, As a teacher, | think it is important to teach studenls the truth
candidly and let them think for themselves. | will make efforts to spread this

campaign to as many people as possible. (F)



38. | am very glad that | came to attend today’s meeling. | was very much
impressed by the courageous tesbimonies of Mr. Nagatomi, Ms Kang and Ms Yi. In
particular when Ms Yi said, "1 demamd Lheir sincere apology” with emotion, |
could not hold back my tears. Now we are facing the very serious problem of how
to respond to their appeal. As the Tirst step | will tell the trulh te people
around me. First to my son. Also we have to make a petition to the Japanese

government. C(F)

39. In my daily life | will wonder the war is really over. In my work | will
tell my students the truth and tey to support those women in my own way,

incliding teaching my students the troth about the prewvar and postwar periods.

(F)

q40. I realized how great a sin the lapanese have committed. | feel we must
not start war again. | feel sorry as a Japanese for Kereans. Chinese and other

Asian people aml | will do my best bto compensate for our crimes. (F)

q1 | was moved by the courage of Hr. Nagatomi, Ms Kang and Ms Yi. | was glad
that | could listen to their steries in their own voice instead of movely
reading books about them. | will tell their experiences to my friends and
acquaintances as much as possihle. | will not be able to do much myself to help

them but | will do my best. (F)
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42. Because | know a little about the “"comfort women". | didn*t really want
to listen to Ltheir testimonies. However. listening to their Lestimonies in
their own voices made a strong impression on me. | feltl again zuilly and

responsible as a Japanese. (F)

13. It was a very precious experience although my heart ached to listen to
their testimonies. | will further continue to make effortis to learn the truth.
The lapanese men and women al home or around me who have experienced war was now
living comfortable and stable old lives (can we say because the Japanese
government has not made enough compensalion, Lhe lapanese now live a comfortable
life?). It looks contradictory to me to see the people of the aggressor country
are living a comfortable life while the people of the victimized countries are
living in a inhuman life. Moreover. the Japanese do not feel zuilty of this,

nor think about i1t. This conltradiction cannot be solved at an individual level,
nor can it be solved by a simple apology. | want to learn how the war broke out,
who profited from the war and whal kind of social structure is likely to lead to
war. Te learn all these things and make efforts to prevent war can be our

response fo those who testified today. (F)

_32_



< Comments of Lhose in Lheir S50s>

l. My father was killed in the war and the next year | will commemorate the
50th anniversary of his death. He vas a victim of the war, but at ihe same Lime
he might have been one of the Japanese soldiers who killed his enemies in China.
Such a thought is unbearable to me. Ms Kang applied o the women's patriolic
service brigade for the sake of Japan., and yet Japan treated her so cruelly. |
really feel sorry for her. Ms Kang told us the slory she had never told before
even Lo her neighbors, so today's testimony means a lot to her. | was a
impressed by Mr. Nagatomi's testimony hecause he must feel much worse as an
assailanl. | admire his courage to speak oul his sins in various parls of Japan

to atone for them. | with Ms Kang and Ms ¥Yi a happy life from now on. (F)

2. | feel so ashamed of whal Lhe Japanese did during the war. While | was

listening to their testimonies. | closed my hands to control my anger. (F)

3. I fully realized how cruel man can be. | thought | must stand with others
wvhoe bry to prevent the coming of a situation in which man loses his human heart.
All of us must look back of our own lives. | think it is important for all
people in the world to realize that wve are Lthe same human beings living on the

same ecarth. (F)

q. Even if | did not understand Ms Yi's words, | strongly fell her
resentment and anger. | did not know what to do when | heared her accusalions.
She must have been very prelly when young. Her gentle face put my mind al ease a
little. Where should | direct my anger? Ms Kang looking older than her age,
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showed her burning anger. | am sorried about how they are doing now? The
Japanese government must disclose what happened during the war te the lapanese
people instead of forcing women like them to live with in their sufferings. The
government must think of the vay to hand down their teslimonies to the next
generation. Then the government should ask its citizens whether or nol te pass
the PRO bill. When | thought of Japan’s present econemic prosperity and its past
act of aggression, today's 3-hour meelting raised many serious problems.

Anyway. thank you for coming all the way to Japan, | sincerely hope war will

never be repeated. (F)

5. There are things to de done in Lthe educational field. | earnestly hope
that the revelation of those Korean women, war victims, will be a turning point
inour lives. All will take today's Lestimonies in their own way and will put
their decision inte practice to gel a produce results. | myself will take
responsibility for the war as a burden from the last generation and try Lo hand

it down te young people who will bhe the driving force of fulure Japan. (M)

B It is natural but Ms Yi and Ms Kang looked like ordinary women to me.

Then | realized the seriousness of this fact. (M)

7- I had been interested in the issue of forced army comfort women and
collected newspaper articles aboul it. Teday | fell great anger against whal

the Japanese army did to them and also against the attitude of the present
Japanese governmeni. The lapanese victimized them because they paid little
altention to fundamental human rights. | also regret that no university students
or yvoung people oppose to the PR issue. (M)
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8. As & woman, the issue of comfort women upsets me very much. This issue
has only recently began to atiract people’s attention {1 read Mr. Natsumitsu
Senda's book. he has been writing about this issue for a long time in Japan).
Now that the issue has been brought te Fight, the lapanese must cooperate to
force the government Lo solve the prohlems while the viclime are still alive.

Also as Ms Kang said, we must Lell this truth to the vounger generations. (F)

9. I feel sorry that Japan has not properly apologized, nor compensated for
its past sins now that Japan is in a difficult situation in the international
community. | would like to thank the former army “comfort women™ for their
colrageous leslimonies. As a Japanese | will walch very careful ly how Jlapan
handles with this issue. | will alse tell the next generation not to repeat past

mistlakes.(F)

10. Every time | hear Lheir experiences, | find it unbelievable that human
beings could do such terrible Lhings Lo other humnan beings. However, they were
oenly acking on orders. Unless we have Lhe right governmenl policies, we might

repeat the same thing again. We musl prevent war no matter what. (F)

11. I want to pursue my stuly of war and human beings. Like Germany, the
Japanese government must compensate for ils crimes in a concrete form. | feel my
sense of humanily weakening in the presenl rich and indolent atmosphere of Japan.
Their testimonies made me realize Lhat. | am deeply ashamed of Japan's sin of

humiliating the Chinese, Koreans and other Asian people. (M)

12. | think Japan should never go to war again. (M)
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13. The testimony of a Japanese who was on the gide of the agsressors proved
to us that Japan has nol made compensation amd that the truth has nol been told
in the postwar Japanese school textbook. Now that the former army "comforti
women" are getting older, the lapanese musl be avare of their own sins and force
the government Lo respond to their demand for an apolegy and compensalion as
early as possible. The second speaker’s tasbimony was very vivid amd was new to
me. Jlapan must prompily take responsibility as an aggressor of Vorld Warll. |
was a first grader in elementary school at the end of the war, and | slrongly
feel Japan should never repeat such a mistake. As a high school teacher, | will
take every opportunity pass on whal | have heard today to sy studenls who will
be the next generation, and will do my best to bring world peace. After
listening to the testimonies of Lhe two former army "comfort women”. | am
determined to campaign amnd compensation for a promp apology from Japanese

governmenl thoughtout Japan. (M)

14. The Japanese have nol been told what its army did to the Chinese, Koreans
and other Asians or how it invaded their countries. First we the Japanese

aml the Japanese government must apologize for wvhat Japan did and disclose

the truth in school textbooks. In thal sense the work of the organizing

comni tiee is very important. | sincerely hope the Japanese people's sincere
apology will lesson the pain of the former army "comfort women™ and that they
will be able to live a peaceful and comfortable life in the future. Please

forgive us the Jlapanese and tell us how we should compensate for our past crimes.

(M)

15. The testimonies of the bthree people in this meeting of "Forum to Ponder
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on the War Victims in Our Mind” were more terrifying, pitiful and shocking

than whal | have read or heard before. | felt my hearl shiver when | imagzined
that my molher, my sister or | myself might have been victims, instead of

Ms Kang or Ms Yi. My father was killed in the war when | was just four years old,
and my sister was only one. On his way to the south on business his ship was
attacked and sank. Because he was neither a soldier nor an army civilian
employee, a survivor's pension was not paid to our family, for a long Lime, even
though we received the official report of his death in war. My mother had a hard
Lime raising her children alone. If it hadn’t been for the war... | always
thought we were war victims. Bul hearing today’'s testimonies, | realized we were
much luckier than those women. Poor as we were, five of us -- my mother, two
older brothers, me and my sisler lived togelher under the same roof. Some time
later my mother started to receive a pension amd she had a comfortable old age.
On the contrary., former comforl women could nol get married and they have been
living an insecure lives withoul any compensation. | am sure they will never
forgel Lheir past wounds. But the Japanese must help them to have a comfortable
old age in order to alleviate their wounds. | will do Lthe best | can. War
disrupts the lives of both the oppressors and the oppressed. | will tell as

many people as possible of the misery of war so that it may not be repeated. (F)

16. The Mugunfa Sisters demonstrate in fronlt of the Japanese embassy in Seoul
every Wednesday. With their bodies covered by scars. | am determined to do Lhe
same. | won't go to Korea bub 111 use my body, mind and time "to join their
demonstration” for several hours around noon every Wednesday, when Lhey are
demonstrating. | understand the Sisters' pain and anger as a woman and as a
human being. 1'11 pray and look for concrete steps te take. (F)

-37-



17. Nol young as | am. | cried vhen | watched the video film, when | read Lhe
book and when | atiended the same meeling Iwice in Yokkaichi and Tsu. During

the meeting after the testimonies. | wanted Lo apologize to them as a Japanese
anmd thank them for coming to Japan. but | could not do so because | was
preoccupied with contrelling my tears. | cried so much that | wrote letters
later to these three people who testified. Even now every time | think of them,

my eves are filled with tears. Everyday | wonder how | could help them. ({F)

< Comments of those in their Gs>

3 No one told us about the war in detail. | learned the word, "forced army
comfort women”, only several vears after the war. 1 feel so sorry as one of Lhe
Japanese for many people of other countries whe were victimized by Japanese
companies and by the Japanese army. All the Japanese must demand that Lhe

lapanese government pays compensation for their sufferings. (M)

2. Listening to the three people’s testimonies, | felt all of us should make
efforts not to repeat such tragedies again. It is important to let the victim's
appeals be known widely in Japan. War makes people cruel. It is frightening to
think that war can turn peaple into such monsters. | sympathize with the Lhree

peaple who showed their courage and angry frankly. (M)
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Yokkaichi

Former Forced Army Confort Nomen Testified

A meeting held to think of war victims
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* [Photograph : Korean woman, a former forced army "comforl woman.

talking to the audience in tears, libasan Mie at l-chome.

Yasutori.Yokkaichil

[Yokkaichi] The 5th Mie Meeting of "Forum to Ponder on the War Victims in the
Asian and Pacific Regions and Evgrave 1t in Our Mind™ was held on 22ml at
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Jibasan Mie (l-chome, Yasutori. Yokkaichi) and two fermer "forced army comfori
women™ invited from Korea related Lheir experiences.

Me Yi Young Su (63) was brought te Taiwan in 1944 and mainly served Lhe
members of the “special attack™ unit. She told how she was deceived by her
friend’s mother and taken away from home. she later suffered from the V.D. and
malaria. In tears She read a lapanese song in Japanese taught by the lapanese.
which was the only. Japanese that she remembered. Then she declared, "the
Japanese government must take responsibility and pay compensation for their
crimes”, Mg Kang Teok Keung (63) was brought lo Lhe airplane parts brought te
the airplane parts factory in Toyvama Prefecture in 1942 when she was a
13 yvear-old nation school student and forced to work in she was a 13 year-old
national school student amd forced to work in a harsh conditions. She tried to
escape but failed and was forced Lo become a “"comfort weman™. She said that she
nov tdemonstarates in front of the Japanese  embassy in Korea every Wednesday.
"I want you, the lapanese people. to rememberwhat happened in the past. tell
that to your children and not to repeal il again.l cannol keep silent over the
FRO bill. If there had been no Chinese or horeans,your mothers or grandmothers
might have been forced to become “comforl women™.

Mr. Hakudou Nagatomi (76). who was involved in both the establishment of
a "comfort place” amd in the recruitment of comfort women., killed many Chinese
aml spent 13 vears as a var criminal in a concentration camp, testified. too.
The amldience of about 200 people listened to their testimonies with rapt

attention. barely draving hreath.

FEEREEREREEE LR EER LR LR ER ( Ise Newspaper, on August 23, 1992 )
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< Comments of those in their TOs>

1. Listening to Mr. Nagatomi's testimony as an aggressor, | was so shocked

to learn what had really happened. Ne said he was a right-wing student and
committed such a terrible crime out of his wrong patriotic spirit nurtured with
contempt for other nations. Now he has to bear a sense of guilt in the rest of
his life. | feel sorry for him becawse it was the Japanese military government
who was to blame. Thinking of the wrong direction that Japanese education Llook
since the Meiji Era, | feel so ashamed of being Japanese and | do not know how

to express our apology to war victims. | do not know how to console or help

those who were forced to be comfort women and whose lives were totally destroved.
However, we must do something. We have to apologize from the bottom of our heart,
compensatle for our sins against them as a concrete form of apology (even though
money is not enough for true compensation) and set up a fund to ensure that they
have a secure old age. But that is not the end. As two of them said at the end
of their testimonies, we must tell the histoerical truth and resolve not to
repeat such a mistake again. Also this issue must be tackled by wemen of all
countries. While | was listening to Hs Yi's testimony, | felt all the more sad
because | suspected thal she might have had a special feeling towards
Hr.lasegawa even though he raped her. | fell so sory for her because of her

immocence and purity. (F)

2. Thank you very much. Ms Kang. Ms ¥i and an interpreter, Mr.Cho. | wish

all of you good health frem the bottom of my heart. (F)

3. I have heard of today’'s problem before. But it is the first time Lhat |
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have heard vivid testimonies. | think that it is natural for them to be angry
Wwilh cruel deeds. Waht is the cause of this problem? Is it a resull of war

tragedies 7 The government should somehow atone them for past crimes. (F)

1. | have never heen senl to a battlefield. | was a soldier for only 5

months, from April to August 1938, living in the warship "lse”. We have all
avoided telling about specific incidents |ike Mr.Tominaga's. Taking this

opportunity, we must tell the truth to each Japanese and take the right

direction from now on. Ms Yi's testimony deeply touched my heart. (M)

< Comment of a 81 vear old man>

I could not hear the testimonies of the Koreans well because of my old
age and my poor hearing but | understood Lheir sufferings very well. | spent the
first half of my life in the prevar era and regret being too timid to Tight for
peace. The PRO bill has been passed. This is a clear denial of our peace
constilution, which is the resulil of our rejection of war. Self-Defense Force
units will soon be sent overseas. The government insists that it is not sending
soldiers but "peace heepers”. but it seems to me only an excuse. Japan has many
interests overseas and many lapanese are now living overseas. The government is
sending the Self-Defense Force to protect them - this is the very theery which
brought about the past war. Ve are breaking our oath not te repeat war again.

In the present world the disparily between north and south is widening.
the environment is being destroved and many people are dying of poverty. There
are many other ways for Jlapan to contribute to the internalional world. Anyway
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war is absolutely evil. In pafticu]ar everybody admits that a nuclear war will
lead to the destruction of mankind§ Let’s unite to demand that the government

make sincere compensation for its past crimes and imperialism. (M)
<Age unknwon>

I. As a ﬁuman~being I felt ashémed of what the Japanese have did to those
women. My father was a repatriate %rom former Saghalien. | felt as if the same
thing had happened to me. | am reaily impressed by those three people’s.courage
in speaking out; As a memﬁer of Yokkaichi Branch of the Chiné-Japan Friendship
Association, | took up the NanjingéMassacre last year to make a video film and
have been selling that film. Of codrse I cannot do much by myself but | will not
forget today’s testimonies and wili continue my efforts to support theﬁ. Thank

you vefy much. (F)
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"Do not repeat this nistake” appealed former confort vomen in fears

The Meeting in Yokkaichi

The meeting Lo hear the experience of Kerean women who were forced to
hecome “army comfort wvomen™ serving lapanese soldiers was held in the afternoon
of the 22md at "Jlibasan Mie” in Yokkaichi. Two Korean women and a former
Japanese soldier who was sent to a concentration camp in China as a war criminal
testified. The twe women demanded an apology and compensation from Japan aml
appealed "not te repeat such a mistake”.

"The Mie Heeting - Forum to Ponder on the War Victims in the Asian-Pacific
Region and Engrave It in Our Mind™ was organized by the executive commitee. The
audience of about 200 people listened attenlively to the experiences of
Mr. Hiromichi Nagatomi (76}, a Tormer lapanese soldier, Ms Kang Teok keung (63)
and Hs Yi Young Su (63}, both former "comfort women™.

First Mr. Nagatomi who worked for the Special Service Agency confessed that
he had been involved in the massacre of the Chinese. He said. "my sin will never
go away. Jlapan cannot aveid compensaling for its crime”.

Ms Yi falked. pulting a hamlkerchief Lo her eves and speaking in a choked
voice. She was told by an acquiantance of hers, "if vou do whalever you are told
to do. you will get food and money” and was brought te Taiwvan with four other
koereans by a lapanese. She vas 16 vears olid.

Showing her scars on her wrists, she said if she refused to serve a soldier,
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she was tortured by the Japanese, with electric shocks or by being beaten. She
appealed in tears., "Jlapan must make an apology and pay compensation according
to its conscience”.

Hs kang Teok Keung was brought to the military plant in Toyama Prefeclure
as a member of the women's volunteer corps at the age of 13. She was poorly fed
am tried to escape., but was caught and sent to a "Comfort Place™ in Jlapan. She
sald she had to serve four to five soldiers every day.

"If we had not been victims. your mothers and grandmothers might have been
victims. Please don't repeat that".
The same meeting will be held from 130 PM on 23rd at Mie Prefecture Social

Welfare Building in Tsu. in Nagano on 25th and in Nagoya on 26th.

FEEEEEERREXE R EEL R EEERE ( Asahi Newspaper. on August 23, 1992 )

Postscript = "Not to forget what we have heard ance™
At the end of this summer. in the lingering heat., a lot of people
came to Yokkaichi or Tsu to listen to the testimonies. Many of them wrote

their vows and comments which are collected in this book. Copies have
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already been given to the three who testified. Now that it has appeared in
=hnnk form, we are sending it to vou. too.

There is a passage. "Lel's not ferget whal we have seen once™ in

{ Noriko lbaragi's poem. We hope all of us who listened to their testimonies
! and wrote "vows™ and "comments™ will nobt forzel what we have heard and

M cantinue to consider what each one of us can do for them. Det. B, 1992

e A o — S S . . o ]

!n—n.-rmn-r S S S S S S T " — " " oy i o o i j—" e e i e S S S S e S e e S



