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1CJ Calls Once Again for Full Rehabilitation of "Confort VWonen"
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The International Connission of Jurists(ICl) stated today that it has been
studying the 1issue of forner "confort Women” and had sent a nission to the
Philippines, the Republic of Korea, the Denocratic People’s Republic of Korea
~and to Japan in April 1993 for this purpose.

The nission inquired into the circunstances concerning “sexual services”
obtained fron Korean and Filipino women by the Japanese arny during World Var
IT. It also inquired into what responsibility the present Japanese governnent
bears towards these wonen whose nunbers range between 108,888 and 266,888 and
what steps nust be taken to conpensate then. A prelininary report was issued
last year and the final report has been sent to the concerned governnments for
their connents today.

The nission consisted of Ms, Ustinia Dolgopol, Lecturer at the School of Law,
The Flinders University of South Australia and Ms. Snehal Paranjape, an
Advocate of the Bonbay High Court, India. They interviewed over 40 victins,
three forner soldiers, governnent representatives, NGOs, lawyers, acadenics and
Journalists. Based on docunents reviewed and interviews held the nission
concludes that the Japanese Inperial Arny initiated the setting up of a vast
network of "confort stations” for the "enjoynment" of the Japanese Inperiatl
Arny, before and during World Var II. Chinese, Dutch, Filipino, Indonesian,
Korean, Malaysian and Taiwanese wonen and girls were put into these "confort
stations” and "sexual services” were extracted from then under duress. The
Japanese nilitary was fully responsible for the setting up, use, operation and
control of the “confort stations.” Detailed regulations were franed by it in
this regard.

The nission also found that life in the “"confort stations” was hell. The
wonen were beaten and tortured in addition to being repeatedly raped by
officers and soldiers. Although nedical check-ups by arny doctors took place,
nany wonen were afflicted by sexually transnitted diseases. The report also
shows that the suffering of these wonen did not end after the war. The pain
they have endured has continued ever since.

In August 1993, the Japanese governnent, for the first tine adnitted that
“"the then Japanese niltary was directly or indirectly involved in the
establishnent and nanagenent of +the confort stations and the transfer of
confort  wonen. "The governnent also adnitted that recruitnent and
transportation of the wonen were carried out against their will by deceit and
pressure and that nilitary presonnel directly took part in the recruitnent. It
recognised that "this was an act that severely injured the honour and dignity
of nany wonen” and apologised to then,

On Uednesday Japan announced a 16 year, $1 billion progranne that will
provide synbolic conpensation for these women. The grants, it stated, would be
classified as "gifts of atonenent.”

However, considering the evidence that has cone before the nission it is
inperative that Japan take innediate steps to porvide full rehabilitation and
restitution. It is clear that Japan has a noral and legal obligation towards
the victins.

The ICJ reconnends :

1. a full and conplete disclosure of all infornation by Japan and setting up
an adninistrative forun where the clains of the victins can be heard and
disposed of within six nonths or so :

2. if no action is taken as suggested above, Japan should take steps to fully
rehabilitate the victins, This includes naking full restitution, as also
porviding rehabiltative neasures such as nedical coverage, a decent shelter
and other sinilar neasures :

3. in the event of Japan’s refusal to rehabilitate the woren a tribunal or an
arbitration panel, consisting of international law experts fron countries not
directly concerned with this issue, should be forned as soon as possible. NGOs
and individuals should also be pernitted to appear in their own right as
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parties. All parties nust agree in advance to anide hy/accept the opinion of
tribunal/panel:

4. pending action under (2) and (3) above, the Japanese governnent should
pay, as a purely interin neasure, without prejudice to 1its rights and
contentions, the sun of US $ 48,6888 for the rehabilitation of each wonan who
has cone forward. For this, the NGOs representing the wonen should pursue the
natter with appropriate organs and UN specialised agencies, with the ain of
seeking the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice so, as to
have the legal issues authoritatively clarified:

6. the Governnents of the Republic of EKorea and the Philippines nust
innediately nove the International Court of Justice for interpretation of the
respective treaties:

7. those countries that were nenbers of the Allied Forces nust nake a public
disclosure of all information in their possession which pertains to this issue
and ensure that Japan does take adequate neasures to provide full
rehabilitation and restitution to the victins,

The ICJ report, together with the connents of the concerned governnents, if
any, will be released in October 1994,
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