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‘Comfort women’ rejected

er they knew when military

brothels started, those who
argued the statute of limita-
tions for rejecting our com-

the names of the accused
' Lee Mi Gyeong, a represen-

handle the complaint because
were not specified.

’

In their complaint

women accused military offi-
cials of war crimes and

crimes against humanity. Al-

ports the women.

y

Citing a lack of legal basis
prosecutors rejected Monday

a complaint by a group of for-

Prosecutors say their complaint has no legal basis

mer South Korean “military

comfort women’’

plaint could not answer it. For

tative of the Korean council,

who de-

me, it seems that there was
an agreement beforehand not
to receive our complaint,”

said the government is re-

though they did not identify

individuals,

manded that Japanese Impe-

5 - 48R

sponsible for identifying those
who were engaged in prostitu-
tion by releasing undisclosed

wartime documents.

the women said

rial Army officials and civil-

the accused include military

ians be tried for forcing them

into prostitution.

Lee said prosecutors also
rejected the complaint on the

soldiers and civilians

who planned and carried out

’

the systematic drafting and
supervising of the women in
frontline brothels.

officers

The action was taken by six
South Korean women repre-
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senting 26 former comfort
women, and the Seoul-based
Korean Council for the Wom-

He added that people who
forced women to provide sex
Lee said the prosecutors’

at frontline military brothels
office told them no domestic

could be prosecuted under an
international law. Park men-
tioned one formulated by the:
International Labor Organi-
zation in 1930, which prohibit-

ed forced labor and was rati--
law could be used to try for-

limit Japan’s war responsibil-
fied by Japan two years later.

ity under international law.

“When I asked officials at

grounds it exceeded the stat-
the prosecutors’ office wheth-

ute of limitations.

The Tokyo District Public

en Drafted for Sexual Slavery Prosecutor’s Office reported-
ly told the group it could not

by Japan, a group that sup-

A" BREERIVHERD

mer members of the army or

The prosecutors’ office was

civilians who drafted comfort
women. Park and Japanese
legal advisers said the Diet is
obliged to legislate laws to
punish those responsible for
not available for comment.

the prostitution.

Addressing a news confer-
ence before submitting the

complaint, Kang Duk Gyung,
65, said the women want legal
proceedings against all those
who planned the ‘“comfort

women’’ system, instructed
others to set up brothels and

directly managed and super-

vised the facilities.

members of the military and civilians who forced them into prostitution at wartime brothels.

FORMER “COMFORT WOMEN" from South Korea call on prosecutors Monday to try former .
Their complaint was rejected later in the day.
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