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acklog of casss patding before the Na-
ples Tribunal, There was still nolpews
-onceming the gutcome of x judicisi {n-
sastigation opered into the alleged (-
rastment of inmeles of Planosa [sland
orison In 1992 (sse Amnesty nternnlianal
Yaparis 1893 10 1996),

Amnasty Intsrnationocl sought %nfmh
sation om. ths suthorities about the
rogress and qutcame of criminal nvest-
gatons into allegations of locture and ills
restment. [a Ogtlobar, In respogse tg the
rganization's inquiries aboul the jlaps
ekeg o invesiigate Edward Adjsl Loun-
ens' allegations, the Minisitry of Jusdee
tated Uhat it Had referred Lie case to Rome
Whlic Prosscutar's Offics, Amnesty lnist-
ational also expressad concemn abaul the

:ondust of judicial procaedings rehﬁn‘g o
he aslleged illsreatment of Marcalle
\less{, AL the npeming of thy schadyled
ourt hesring ja Cuicber, the judge;or
wrad furthar invastigation into the cir
wmistances of the cesa and adjourned the
aaring to Decomber 1397, i

least two people were sentenced lo |
ith and at jeasi 81 others ra :
gantence af death, Thers were 30 X
ions. One person was killed by palic
lispuled circumatancas, {
n july, the u¥ Human Rights Co
feund thal Jamaics had viclated
ts of Riekly Burrell under the lntey-
anal Covenant om Clivil and Politlcul
s {iccer). Rigkly Buell had been
d by prison guards in 1903 whils un-
sentence of death (s¢e Annasty [
ational Report 1864). Tha Cammillas
d \bat the killing was in viclation of
sle 8 of the iccer, which states: "No

————

shall be arbitranly deprived of hiis

(peblsked (B Tena)? )y

itfe", The Commiitas ajso found that

Rickly Burrefl's zights under Asticle 14 of
the 1copn had been violated, in thal he wes
“not yifectivaly ropresented on appsel’
by legal counsel; his appenl lawyer had
stated (n court that the grounds for the ap-
prai against hix conviction and death sen-
tence were without merft,

Ia August, n o ruling un the case of

death-row inmate Errol Johnson, tho chair- |

person of the LN Humaen Rights Commillee
ariticized [amaica [o¢ having refused for
the previous 10 years to comply with its
obligatious to report under aticle 40 of
the iceer. This had pravented the Commpit-
tee Zom cousiduriog whether tho death
peualty was belng sppllad in acgordaacs
with thy strict limits iniposed by the icois,

At leas! two notv death sentonees wers
impased, of whigh ane. was laler re-
juinded. Elvis Mariln was seutanced lo
death o jenuary, and Kevin Mykoa in
February, bath for musders commilted (n
1095, In Qotober, the, Court af Appeal
averiurnad Blvis Martin’s coaviadan, find-
ing that the judge had failed o sdwquatsly
dlgwet the jury, At least H1 prisoners
temainod undor seatence of death bui no
sxecutiony were carried oul.

1o Octubar, Kaith Francis waa killed by
pelice officars in disputed ciroumstances.
Police ciaimed that Keith Francis had
been shot deed in an exenangs of guniire |
with the polics; according to several eye- |
wituesses, polics officers shot him after Lv
had been captured and disurrped,

i Novewnlwr, Amnesty [nternailonal |
w 3t to 1 Numister of Nalional Security
o Justiss ssking for lnformation on the
.t~ % of Keith Francts and to be bu
ic.:a9d of the owtcoms of eny offinial in-
vesiigatlons, No reply had Lpoa recaivad
by tha =nq of Lhe year.

Dwcember, Amuesty Inlarustianal |
wrale o the autboriles asking that ne
axweutions ha carried g},
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Conditions of deiention for ai) prisoners .
remained harsh, often amounting (o cruel,
{nhumon snd degrading treapment. Ré
ports peesisted of il-realnent of prisos
ors and of lorelgn nationals detaied #!
berder peints. Ninery prisoners remain

uoder senianes of death, Six prisnne¥
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werw sxecuted.
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it Menl’s insUgation (see Amnssty Inierna.
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Prirne Minister Murayama Tomiic&i 18-
gigned in January and was raplaced by
Hashimote Ryutars, lseder of Lba Liberal
Demacratic Party (LOP), one of three parties
in the ruling coslition. General electlons

{ in Oclober gave the LUF snough seals 10

forn a minortty governmont, still led by
Hashimoto Ryutaro, witliout entering{into
a coalition but with ouisids support Som
its fonoer coslitfon parinars, the Social
Democratic Party af Japan and the New
Farty Sakigake. The new We cabinat
pledgad itseif o g yru%um of udminjetrat-
Ive reform, paciicularly in esonowic af-
fairs. The Miniater of Juslice. Maliuura
lta0, stated Lhat hie priotity would be teo
fight corruption,
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In Fabruary, the UN Speéia! Rapporlm;u'

{ on vislence against women. published a
report on the govornment’s responsibilily

lowards so-called "gomlort women" - wa-
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men force inte prositution by the Japon- |

esa Army during the Sscond Werld War.
About 200,000 women, wmestly Fom sas!
and southeast Asia, were subjecied Lo sex-
ual siavery during tte war. The Special
Rapporteur's report callod on the japanesd

1

Covernment lo acknowiedge moral and |

legal respunaibility for human rights viola-
Uens against these wemen, to apolegize, W
provide campunsation and (v bring Lo justs)
{ce those vesponsible for the recruluncal:
d ill-t-vatment of the women. The gov-|
trament strongly criticized ths Special|

Pporteur's report and stovd by fia 19951 |

Gecision not Lo use stale funds to pay com-

Rsation. In Augusi, o private fund which

beey set up in 1996 at the guvern-

Report 1996) stared lo sand
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paymenls to rome of tha wamen, Most of
them ryfused to aocept the payments, con-
{iouing lo  critleize the goyemment's
r;fuacl to sccept moral and legal respons-
ibility.

—CondlioimaT deten(ToT TaMaIneE Barsh

and bumiliating for all prisaners, and
aften constliuted cryel, inhuman aor
degrading treatment, Among other rules,
prisoners wero nni allowed lo look &t or
spvak to each other except during shert
pest periods, und were forbidden o speak
lo guards uniess inviled o do so. Minor
infingements of the rulas oould [ead lo
weeks in salitary confinement, wiere pris-
aners were oflen forcad (o sit aull tn a
specified position far hours on end. Pun.
ishment could so Involve solitary con-
floement in “proteclive oclls” with padded
walls, in whick prisunces hed te wean
somelimes for days ou end, spenial bells
which prevented them from moving theit
arms, Lawyers reported that morv Lthan 100
prisouers dad inifated lawsuits claining
govarnmant compensation [or alleged ill-
greaunent and excassively bumiliating or
tiassh treatment. In September, a prizonar
wus awarded compensshion by the Ku-
mameio Distriet Court for the "mantal
pain™ he suffrred whon the Kumamoto
Prison authorities refused hirn permission
1o mail mure than one leller por month tu
his daughter. lo Qctober, the parents of 2
man who died in ¢ "protective call” in
Juiy lusiUated legal proceedings for com.
pensation, on the grounds that his human
rights had been violated, The detaluwe,
who was serving a two-mogih senience for
e driving offeucs, died a tew duys aher ba.

ing put ia a “protective cell” in Hamads, |

Shimane Prelecinre, reportedly as a gun-
ishmen! for being "noisy and violeni”,
The oulcome of the proceedings was not
known by the end ol the year.

Fgreign nalionals slleged thal thay
were jl-treated while delained at Dorder
poluls pending expubsion. Jn Oclalar, ¢
Denizh national of Lunion otigin was
reportedly detalned at Narita Alrport, near
Tokye, when & bordar control official
questioned the authentcity of his Daniah
passporl. When he refused 19 sign = state-
mant adinilting that he was carrying
forged documents, he was®reportedly
slapped, beales aboul the head with a
beuvy cardboard roll and kicked in the
legs by an immigration officer, He wes also
{oread to pay 3 "fee” for slaying in tho
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