[508) Z56-4248
¥isil our Shewrooms
Sefert with e Codbones
o 3 acter Crafteem

ol 108

INTRODUCING QUR
EXCLUSIVE UPHOLSTERY
COLLECTION

The smeve qualicy. sathenticity 2o0d atene
pon oo cetadl thas you expert from oo
wod reprocction pieces i now
avaslable in ephobsery. Inooducng
Ciarter's Haofl, oy exchenive
new codlecoion of [Hdh 7
CERDEY reprodectisn
s, [irveseats and
chusn, For a lmited
mime only, the entice g
collecrion & aval- 1
e w special
inEPEckactory prices.
Lollegy chaer i E
txaenie Salarson
of fabries, 5399,

ELDRED W}{EELER

15 Coliembia Rood, (Rre. 53)
Chesmres Hill, MA Pembooice, bLA,
5173325528 GET-E260220

Fer more information or sur eatalopue, call [-S00-779-5310,

Arsiuzm Mall

g Tl 108 W -Tharn-Fi. 10-% |

Tana L

Jrusne Mlichachy

LAV T FaiToa |
Dhnnd Codum |

L EDATes.
¥laurpos Beows
Wit Hengen
ETAFF WV

Jishes Pomeers

Silichele MleDanald

AUFRTEUNG LULFS
Qirver HL F, Rademins
Ve Proasdess
%17} 9T9-1200
Rt [. hlanmng
Ay Dhrecoe
(&1 T} 323135
cﬂu-pz Hanim
Dsplay Advertoing
 [zsnageer
[&1T) TR 154

FEPTRMBRR 511, iw#}

UPFRONT

oston @Globe mugnym

THE INTERVIEW: Fd Kock
ANITA DIAMANT,: Slow falbery
PRIMER: Repident parking

MiIND AND BobDy: Metabalism
NEW WRINKLE; Zombie celebriries

FEATURES

]
12

Making Whoopi
She has gone from welfare mother to'siand-up comic

ta Clrcar-totmning aaress. Neww, heee's W.-ra@n
Goldberg, ralk-show Stk o HILARY DEVIIES

Small comfort

Dariag Wordd War I, thousands of Hmlprfs
mﬁm:’.:awa:,mmm or “eomfors
wwomien "~ for the Japanese military, Apologres

aren’t » L8 Lhese woomen, wia fune

from decades of shame 1o speak out. v DiANE MANUEL

Endangered species

For Massachusests datry and produce farmers
STuEpling i3 compeie in o global ecomonry, the ndds do
maf bk ool BV [, ROCHE

Jasper’s eight minutes

HUROR BY ALEX RFAN

THE FaLL FasHion REPORT

Beauty and the beast

DEPARTMENTS

16

18

20

22

49

[ S

LETTERS

Foon

Ask BETH

THE GLoBE PuzzLe
Hot LiNEs



By Dianeg MaNueeL

SHALL
COMFORT

EEEEEEEE

he stars on
her hands, back, and pspche el
of wartime strocites: The mails on
toth of her hands are hardened
seales, sharply ridged dewn the
middle, where Japanere police
drove sharpened bamboo spiles
under her fingermnails, Amoeba.
shaped depressions several inches
‘ong cover her back and shoulders,

= her skin was seared with

9 irgn rods. As wreaching a5

amm Mi-Cha's physical scams may
be, her deepest and longew-lasting
pain is the psychological maums
she suffered a5 a resulr of syseemar-
e seual abuse by the Japamese Im-
gerial Army during World War I1.

Teday, Shim and a handful of
sther elderly Koresn women wha
live with memories of Semilar war-
ume treatment are beginning to il
their stories. In the telling, they are
reminging the world that Japan, for
all its pesturing as a modern-day
seenomic miracle, soll has much @
account for in its treatmene of
neighboring Asian nations.

The women's courage in speak-
ing out has onee again drawm inter-
u:::-m[ amention to Japan's reluc-
ance to acddress wartime amootcs,

he past, Japan has contended
that private entrepreneurs orga-
1ized and mainesined whateves
military brothels existed during
World War 11, but on July 6 gov.
srament officials reversed that
wng-standing pesition, o publicly
wdr et its own military officers
sacimesat recruited girks and
feutsy Women from Japan, Korea,

w=hiir, Cominned on Pagr 46

CHame Manuel i & free-danee fowrnalie
e war 5 Peary Cordr volemser ix
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Tawan, the Philippines, and
Indonesia to be prestiutes
for the Imperal Army. Al
though spokesmen expressed
“grear remorse” for the sul-
fering caused, they declined
1o descnibe the recruitment
of thete women 25 a crime.
Whar's more, they argued
that Japan could not be held
responsible for financial
cOMPEnsation, Since no evi-
derice had been uncovered o
prove that the women had
bezn abducied or cotreed.
While Japanese officials
say thar no public hearings
are phnned on this issue,
they would do well o her
Shim Mi-Cha's seory. Al
though it has been more
than 50 vears sinee Shim was
dragged by police from her
ffth-grade clagroom in a
rural North Herean village,
she recalls the afternoon
clearly. 3he remembers
fighting off an attempted
rape ar the police barracks by
bating an officer’s esr. She
remembers bewng strapped w
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a chasr; her ankles apd wriss
were bound, amd an iroa
vake was thrust betaeen her
legs. She wan cormared for
soveral days undl she lost
CODMSHOISHES,

The anly part she
doeta't remember cleriv i3
the beat trip from North Ro-
rea o Fuduoks, Japan. She
knooy that when she Anaily
came o, she was condined
with 26 gther Korean schaal-
giris in 3 mulioey brothel.
Abducted ar age 14 froe 3
meoralistic Confiscien socieny,
and shamed to the oore of
ber Kerean soul upon beng
forced inte predtitution,
Shim would spend most of
the next four yeurs 10 a Uay
meam 10 a Doeonset ket un=
der 24=hour guard, and she
would be raped by soldiers
20 o 30 tmes each day.

Her crime! A Japanese
reacher had asked ber 1o em-
broider somes Slowers on a
map of his homelnd, and
she had chosen o sttch
marming giores instead of
cherry blossaens, the natonal
flower of Japan, “Everyons
in Horea had thar kind of

fesbing sgainst Japan at thar
1 uiqrm scheclchildren,™
Shim recalls “In the mom-
ing glory, that opens in the
mcrning and closes at mght,
[ saw the fall of Japan.™
At age 59, Sham Mi-
Cha is 3 member of 3 gen-
eraficn that s renowned in
Seosl For its fery patmictam,
She grew up dunng the so-
Japan tiegally annexed and
rizded the Korsan pendnsula
from 1910 o 1945 Often
desenibed by Western hiseo-
rians 25 1n era of cultural
genocde, it &5 charamerized
by Koresns as an arempt by
a barbaric “land of the
sword™ to dominste an edu-
caied "land of the pen”
Newspapers were shut down,
and amyone who spoke out
IpHERK Che OoCOpInOn was
impnsoned and fortured,
Schooéchaldren had o vwear
mulittrystyle uniforms and
were forbidden to fpeilk Ko-
rean by their Japaness teach-
ers. Famiiics were forced 1o
adopt Japancse names,
A3 3 smging base for Ja-
pan's imvasion of Chinz, Ko-
rea first was stripped of mw

= unm moaths
the conscr of berween
100,000 and 200,000 Korean

gils and young women to
sérve as prostituces for the
Japanese army and aavy,
The estimates are based on
Japzness documents that re-
corded one prostimace for e
ery 2% soldiers.

UPHEMISTICALLY RE-
ferred o as "mlli‘l‘.‘lr:r

coined by the Japasese that
echoes the wartime “comiort
bags" of canned goods, mag.
azines, soap, and rooth-
brushes sent by Japanese
farnilies 1o sons and brothers
sationed on the foat [inss,
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as 11 and 1% They were
chssfied as asmfmunition i
the army's records and were
conmdered roval mfis from
Emperor Hirchits 1o his
Wwas 10 raise the morale of
soldiers and prevent raping
and pillaging by troops.

Many comfort women,
like Shim Mi-Cha, were k-
en by force from their
schoolyards or abducted
from their homss s parents
stocd by helplessly. Most
were rounded up in three -
ral provinces in the southern
half of the penirsals — Chol-
aram Do, Kyongmngram
Do, and Cheju Do = which
were accossible o miliary
transport ships.

Comfort women were
wnt first o China, begin-
ning in 1937. As the war
there escalated and spread
throughaut the Pacific in the
carly 19403, they were
shipped o Southeast Asia,
the South Sex islamds, znd
Japan. According ta US

Army ErrogAtion reporm

guently torpedoed by the

Japanese,
Allegations have been
made that IS fomves, after

taking over Japanese militry

bases at the end of the war,
also sexuvally abused the
comfort women, Yum
Chung-Olk, 3 retired profes-
sor of English literarure a1
Seoul's prestigious Ewha
Women's University, has
traveled widely in Japan fo
interview former comfort
women wha were not able @
return home o Korea She
ways stories have cisoulated
for years among villagers liv-
ing on the istand of Toka-
shiki, in the Okinzws chain,
that Korean comfort women
held there were requared fo
gervice soldiers of the US
ing foree from 1945
tg 1946, Cine former comior
worman who died last year at
age 77, Pch Bong-Gi, tsti-
Eui that she had been kept

ber 23, 1945, do refer to

more than 150 “Korean
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comfort girls" being
"housed"™ and “fed” by the
US mabtary government on
Okinawa some three months
after the end of the war,
For 2ll the thousands of
girls who were massacred, or
who died from unireated ve-
nereal diseases and ropical
tinesses, there were others
who were abandoned or in-
advertently left behind by re-
ireaning freops and who
eventually made ther way
back o Korma to rebuild
therr lives. Three of these
women — Shim Mi-Cha,
Kim Kyung-Scon, and a
third, who does not want her
mame wed = have only re-
cently agreed o spek of
these years of shame. They
speak for themselves and for
the many women who, hav-
ing survived years of semual
abuse and torfure, headed
back o ther homeland om
shaps, only to throw them-
sehves overboard rather than

zens, povernment officials,
and oven women  actvist
about the comfort women.
For decades the humilistion
and degradaion of Korean
women by the Japancse has
been @ taboo subject in Ko-
res,

Unlike the stories of
Holoeause wictims, which
made front-page news within
days of the Alled Lberation
of concemmion cumps, it
has wken former comfort
women more than 50 years
to speak out. Ewha professor
Yun Chung-Ok explains
thar the pereepon of ther
invelvement in a “shameful®
part of Korean history de-
rives from Confician values
at the heart of her socicty.
“Christians think thar every
indiidual can have eternal
life through accepting Jesus
Chnst, bui most Koreans
think that oaly by having a
saon will vou have 3 Blessed
and long life," she says.

L

By contrast, Japanese
hiseory is Foll of zzcounts of
shoguns and feudal lords
who used women a8 gifts to

limiry. That's why, historical-
by, if & man had an honored
groest, the best way o enrer-
tain that guest was for the
man to give him his wife or
daugheer.”

In the past, the reluc-
tance of former comfort
women o tell thetr stories
to hald the Japanese govern-
ment accountable, But in re-
cent months, some of theas

bring shame to their families. | “That's why, for Koreans,
both male and female, a | traditional perceptions hawe
HAME® [ 4 WORD | woman's virginity and purity | begun to shift, if oaly slighe-
“Summmupm is more valuable than ife it- | ly. A damage suit filed in Lowinghom oMb e i
virtually every con- | self. Marviage in Kores is | Tokyo district court last De- S iy nd Evarytiay 919 5
vermaton with Koman citi- | not generally based on lowe | cember by the Amociaton of L
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Beresved Family Members
of Pacihe War Victims, on
behalf of 35 Koreans, includ-
ing three former comfort
womex, charges the Japancse
government with “crimes
against humanity” and seeks
financial compensation in the
amaant of $160,000 for each
plaintiff. This marks the first
time that many Japancse
have heard about the forced
prestituton of Korean wom-
en. The reaponse has bﬁ-ﬂ
mixed: There has been poth
right-wing resentment
aguinst the Korean emigre
community in Japan and un-
expected suppart for the Ko-
ran chims from pumenous
Japancsc women's organiz-
oL,

At about the same Hme
that the lawsuit was filed in
Tekya, begishiors who sit oa
the forcign-relations sub-
committee of the Korean
Mational Assembly were

g testimony — the fret
of its kend 1n Korea — fromoa
former comfort woanan and a
Kaorean man who had been
army in World War 11

Then, in Januoary, cam=

in the Bbrary of the Japanese
Diiet and in Japan's Defense
Archives that directly Ginked
Emperor Hl.mlum-. his Cabi-

net, and war manzster Hidela
Tojo ta the csmblishunent of
military brothels and the mo-
bifization of Korean women
inta forced prostitution.
Afeer decades of denying any
offical invobement o re-
cruiting and maintsining
comfort women, the govern-
ment was forced to scknowl-
edge its rale,

Activists marched by the
hundreds through the streets
of Seoul in 3 January snow-
storm; they carmed banners
besring anti-Japanese slo-

gans and burned effigies of

Hirchito. When Japanese
Prime Minister Hiichi
Miyazawa arrived on Janu-
ary 16 for trade walks wath
President Roh Tae-wos,
12,000 rict police were de-
ployed arcund the city. Al-
though Miyazawa offered
three separate apologies dur-
ing his summit meetings
with Roh, a statement issued
by a Japanese government
spolkesman, noting that fi-

pancial compensation was
mot in order, caused most
Korexns o doubt the sncers
ity of the prime minister's re-
maarks.

[HCE THOSE EMO-

tional days, a number of

former comfort women
have stepped forward 1o rell
their stories. Skim Mi-Cha
is one of caly o handful of
women who have been will-
ing to reveal their names and
identities. In March she
traveled to Japan with a
group of Christsn church
workers w0 ik with their
Japamess counterparts, and
she has openly participated
in the demonstratons that
have been held every
Wednesday since early Jano-
ary in froac of the Japanese
embassy in Seoul Similar
demopstrations, demanding
:n:pdnﬂ&mnjapunfnrm
war cames and repartions
for it victims, are also held
each Wednesday in Tokyo
and Manila,

Shim agreed to en knter-
view in ber home, in the sac-
elliee ety of Songnam,
hour's bus ride south of the
But there were conditions.
For one, she prefers 1o be
identified by the Korean
word jungrhimdas, OBE ram-
lution of which iy “conscript-
ed worker” She hates the
Japancse-coined term “com-
fort worman™ almcsr zs mach
13 the dishikes being referred
o a3 maliary prostitete.
"“We were forced bnto ser-
vice," she says. “We never
willingly sald our bodies for
maney.”

At one moment pownd-
ing ber fist for emphasis and
shaking with barely com-
trolled weeping the next, she
insists that she wants 1o tell
her story, even theugh it
brings her great personsl
shame and ssdness. She
wants o tell it before she
dies, so that the full wruth
will b lenorarn,

Shim fives alone in three
small, linclewm-floored
roams that appear to be part
of a bigger house, rooms
reached through 3 broken
iron gate off a busy strest. &
single fluorescent ube hangs
from the ceiling in the sitting
roam, where she serves & vis-

iting Western joursalist and

1 Korean oanalator cockses
on & low, Bequered ble,
Shim has never marned
and today emrns @ minimal
hﬂmbﬁrﬂmﬁhﬂm

ters were given to her by a
serator from her district whe
pitied her becauvse she has no
Eumaly to care for her in her
eld age.

The fact that she has oo
living relatives is what
prompted Shim to go public
with her story. Her mother,
father, and grandmother
died years ags, the says, and
even if her brother were stll
alive in North Korea, there
would be o way to contact
kim. Mo one else, she ex-
plmm:,:mhul.ﬂ:ﬁmdh].'hr_r
decion now.

For the past fow years,
Shim has been writing down
recellections of her experi-
enct a8 3 fempbimdar. The
memories she has recono-
strucicd, image by image,
wre a5 sharply defined as the
delicate poots and fishes that
decorate her embroidered

She recalls the naenes of
pasticular Japanese officers —
Hishi, Midsichi, Suruld =
and the mumber of strs on
their wniforms. She can
sketch the dimensions of the
Quonset hut in Fukuoks
wibsere she Bved with 10 oth-

er fumphindse. She remem-
bers the bicyde-drawn cart
that brought their daly ra-
tions of rice, yellow radishes,
and spinach to the guard at
the rear door.

Shim uses her handlker-
chief frequently w wipe her
gyes when she is asked about
a rypical day's schedule in
thost lomg-agn years. Sal-
diers usually came w her
room for five or 10 minages
ar a tme, she says, but took
hngeruFd'b:ytmd b raps
her pace. Thers were no
requlitions comcerning what
they could or could net do o
her, and she med not vo Jook
in their faces during their
sexual acts. One of her
friends tried to run from the
hut and was shot in the back
by a guard and killed. Mo
one clic tried to escape after
that.

At fimes, Shim says, she
feels great anger for all Japa-

i




pese people because of what
she was forced to endure.
i Rat she is quick o add char
. when she traveled to Japan
inn March, she found that 90
pereent of the people she
i Lowith there felt penuine
=2 for the actions of
wiki government, and that
reabization has been a grear
source of solace to her,

Plare surprising, Shim
abo remembers individual
scts of kindness during the
war years, and she speaks
fondly of 3 Lt, Taka, Per-
kaps because he was the first
edficer to rape her, or per-
haps because he was old
enough to be ker father, she
thinks that he felt baoth guilt
und later affection for her.

¢ After the war, she says, he
| belped her find work in ser-
i eal Japanese factonies, which
| ultimately enabled her ta
wve enough money 1o book
parsage back to Korea on 2
smuggier’s boar,

Shim savs she has led 2
decent life since the war and
bas good friends roday.
Many of them, she adds,
bave called on her in recent
weeks to encourage her o
tontinge 1o speak out: “They
ask. “Why have you never
lstt=fore” And they tell
me—esr courage, that it is
they who should feel

| Abducted st age 17, & former “comfort woman™ stiil bears
¢ bcars from har torturs st the hasds of fapesss seldiers.

ashamed, not me, that this
matter has ot been  dis-
cussed openly untl now.”

In another suburbk of

Seoul, Kim Kyung-Scon i
willing fo talk on the record
as well She agpees o be
phatographed but hopes her
picture will noer appear in
Koren newspapers,
When we moet ber at the
Tern- o, reaflop apartment
she shares with her daughter
and granddaughter, it has
been only three days since
she told her daughrer for the
first tme about her expeni-
ence a3 1 pumpiindlae  She
had gone w8 public hearing
on the ssue and, after stand-
ing to be counted among
former comfort women in
the awdicnce, had talked for
1 loog vime with a friend and
bellow Catholic. When she
returned home late that
evening, her daughter asked
where dhe'd been. It was
only then, after keeping her
secret for more than 50
years, that her story came
pouring out,

Kim's experience shows
the extent to which entire
farnilies were victimized dier-
ing the colonial perind. Like
Shim, ¥am s the st sypdy-
ing member of ber family.
Shie had an older sister wha
vt alio tzken 43 3 punguiem-

dar and then returmed o Ko-
rea 1o dic a hagering death

from venereal disesse, One

of her brothers was at Hiro-
shima, working as 4 coni-
swnipted laborer, when the
atomic bomb was dropped.
He returned home 1o die of
rudiafion sicknes. Another
brother was killed in the Ko-
rean War,

As 2 naive schoolgird in
1945, Kim had met 2 Japa-
nese mpibitary officer on the
streets of her hometown one
day and asked him how she
could get w Hircshima, m
visit her fvonite brother. Be-
fore she could tell her par-
ents she wes leaving, the of-
ficer ook her tn the train
station, where they boarded a
train for the port city of Pu-
san, and from thers went by
boar 1o Japan and, wlimate-
Iy, to Hiroshima, the offi-
cer's hometown, She stayed
at his home for a number of
days, fighting off his seogal
advances and begging o be
tiken o her brother,

When she fnally found
her way o her brother's fuc-
tory, he was shocked o e
her and urged her 1o retum
w Korea. She followed his
advice baut wias accosted at a
traan station by two soldiers,
who toak her to 2 warehouss
b‘l.l.i]d.u'lg in N:pwkj.

Kim has been hospital-
vzed frequently i receat
years for & nervous condi-
tion, and she can rest st
night only with the help of
prescription-strength sleep-
ing pills. She has difficulty
controlling the shaking of
her hands 23 she continues
her stary.

In Magasali, she and
many other Korcan girls
were tught how o serve
men soually, she says, bur
she resssted dap after duy
One day she jumped out of 2
window and mied m run
away, but she was qught
All of her fingers were
broken, and she was kicked
repeatedly in the stomach by
officers wearing combar
boots. One officer finally
succeeded in raping her and
threatened her with a knife
when she continued m fght
hirmy off.

“Finally, 1 just lay
down," Kim recalls. "1 wied
b resist, but [ couldn't any-
mare. [ felt s3ick and almow
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made the rounds of neigh-
boring villages, collecting
some 30 young girs before

to rape them, bur they
fought back. The soldiers
then took ome of the girs
and cut off her breasts and
disemboweled her while ber
Friends warched

“Would you hke 1o see
the marks of my own tor-
nare!™ the mother aiks une-
pectedly, furning away and
bifting her swester to reveal
decp burn scars scross ber
back. When she med to re-
sist her would-be rapuses, she
says, she was hong upmde
down, and water was poured
into her nose. She saye she
was alsn hranded with hot
1roms,

The story continwes, and
mather and son fake huns
recounting the almost mat-
ter-of-fact horrors of five
years of imprscnment and

daily assaults and rapes.
There war 3 wartime preg-
pancy and the birth of 2 son

war, when two husbands

dierl and she raised her two

ument Japan's drafiing of
schoolgirls and amach cverall
legal culpability. Requests
have gone out for 4 LOVesd-
gation by the Unied Ma-
mission, And there is the
current trial in Tokyo, which
gould ser precedents for fi-
3 F
As Japan tries to polish
15 IMAgE &5 &M SCOnomue Ski-
perpower an the world stage,
it is haunred by an increas-
ingly shadowy past. The To-
kya government must be
held accountable for it war
crimes, 52y actvors in Seoul,
because what happened o
theussnds of women more
than 50 years ago cannot be
forgotten or forgiven,
“When I go to Japan to-
day, I meet people who really
feel sorry for what hap-
pened,” says Ewha professor
Yun. 1 know they are sin-
cere, | can sense it, and that
is enough. But when the

its apologies, we know thar
they still are not speaking the
truth, So we have w force
them to do what they do not
want to do” =
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unconscious. And that was
when he cut my privace pas
with his kmife. [ soll have
scars down there”

After that initizl rape
and assault, & vaginal infec-
ton apparentdy ser in, and
she lost control of her urina-
ton, She became foverish
and weak; after a month in
thar condifion without med:-
cal attention, she was senr
back to Korea,

Kimm bad left Korea at
age 17, Shortly afier she re-
wrmed home and meceived
hospital care, her parcnt ar-
ranged for her to be marmied,
36 that she woulda't be con-
scripted aguin, She quickly
became pregnant, bui ber
husband left her when he
discovered she'd eoniracted 2
venereal clisease. She mar-
ried a second husband and
had fove childeen with him,

Her first son has been in
and out of menal insgt-
oons, and Kim arribures his
chronic viclence to the vene.
real discsse she had dunng
bher pregnancy with kim. She
has ncver tobd her husband
or her other four children
gbour her past. She says ber
daugheer wishes the hada't
told ber.

In fact, family members
have responded i very dif-
ferent ways to the news thar
wives, mothers, and grand.
mathers were once umgehns-
dar. Members of the Korean
Council for Women Drafted
for Sexual Service by Japan,
in organizaton that draws
members from sctvist and
Christian chunch groups, re-
port that some women have
made it a4 far aa the front
door of their office, aAppr-
ently to report thewr expen-
enices, anly ta be pestrained
by male relatives and hustled
off in waitng s, But there
is also the story of a son wha
wnsisted that his mother go
public with her account, al-
though she preferred not to.

“My mother told me
abaut ber expenicnce becaiise
she knows shie 13 old and wall
pam away soon,” he mys.
*It's impossible to speak
bt all the things that were
done to her; w's too erucl 1o
sy, But @' alio oo much
for one pefson to keep in-
side. S0 many of the fesp-
himalar could mer have chil-
dren after their expenence,

mouth appears to be slightly
deformed, and she scems
discranghr at times as she an-
swers questions. She says
that her heart beats fast

hands frequently berween
heavy sighs.

The mether's story,
whick unfolds over the
course of several hours, B
excruciating. She recounts
ber abduction ar age 17,
when Japanese police burst
inia her home om oo wanter
night in 1941 and pulled her
from her mattress. She was
thrawn inta a truck and
made o sit with bher head
down, “like an animal,"”

while the drver and guards




