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WALDIE 6 1[2] -

‘| to reconsider a dec:sxon to
‘| ban a Japanese ‘woman from
entermg the country if the ac- -
tion is based on her mvolve-
/| ment in helping pay seven Ko-
'| rean. former. ‘‘comfort" wom::.

-] backed Japanese fund, a gov-:
ernment. spokesman .said, .
Thursday. ~“.:-. .
R {3 thts decxslon was made -
because of the fund. project,
wewill ask the South Korean
. government to reconsider the
entry ban,” Deputy..Chief
Cabinet Secretary Kaoru Yos-
ano said at a press confer-
ence.
. Yosano made the com-

SeouLs decnsxon to bar. Kenko
“ Usuki’ ‘from entering the' coun-- ;
try; report.edly because of her. .
role, in- securing . lamp-sum’.~
payment .from the. govern=:
ment—backed Asian Women's ;

-{ en”” through’ a government~ .Fund.in. January for.. seven |

“women ‘who- were forced into . <
.sexual’ slavery for - Japme

'..',~‘ troops before - and durmg

World War IL Soy- o0
"“The women are euphemlstl-
cally. known as comfort wom—
en, : .
“The payments ‘were made
despite the South Korcan gov- -
emment'’s ob]ectlons to such '
women receiving money from
a private fund rather than dl-

g?. ]apanTxmes 7. q.. 25

i -"'.recﬂy from t.he Jepanmegov-
-ernment.”:

) .,ap ,,,,,

~.South ] Korea says the Japa—
n&e government itself should
take responsxblhty for.; the

: :comfort:women issue,- ,whxle
"“Tokyo has refused to pay- di-
; -rect state compensatxon to the

women.

s Yosano sald the Japanese

government has yet:to learn

- of, the reasons for South Ko-

‘rea’s decision...
-The prwate fund pand v2

. million -in. lump-sum “solati-

um" payments, raised from
- public donations in. Japan,
and ¥3 million.from govern-
ment coffers for medical and
- welfare services to each of

the seven ‘women in January
Usuki; 49, a* represeatative
ofa nongovernmental organi-
zation, helped. bring the for-
mer comfort women'’s’ plea
for compensation'to the atten-
tion-of the Asian- Women's
Fund, government’ sources

_said.

The fund was. xmuated by
the Japanese government in
July 1995 and has pooled do-
nations from Japanese busi-
nesses and individuals.

Historians estimate that as |

many -as 200,000 - women,
mostly from the Korean pen-
insula, which was then under
Japanese colonial rule, were
sent to frontline brothels.. -




