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Krm Gunja was born in Pyonchang, Kangwon Provmce in 1926 the eldest of three daughters

- Although she grew up under ordmary rural conditions, all three sisters were uneducated. When she was '

- ten, her father dted Her mother adopted her husband’s younger brother but he took possessron of ]| S

'therr belongmgs ;One year later, when Gunja was eleven, her mother took the three girls and moved

- back lo her natal fa mly The second daughter was sent to hve in another house, and the mother took the:-
youngest to go antl live wrth relatlves in an area called Shilli’, ' where she sold rice cakes for a hvmg o

' Gunja alone hved with|her mother’s natal family for three years and then she retumed to her mother

o They hved together for pne year before her mother’s death,‘ from wlneh point she lived with he‘r' mot_her ,s; ,:_: - -.' .':‘5-: _

srster

- 4. v iWhen she was swtee h, she went to live with Choi Chulji (a police ofﬁcer) as an adopted daughter V

She ;was mtrodhced to hlrm through a rice merchant who was a friend of her aunt’s, and went to hve wrth

R | Chor and his concubme She lived there for about ayear, and he called her “Kimiko”, -

. N In March 1942, when she was seventeen Choi sent her off w1th a Korean man in his tlurtres
. Although this man wore a military-like uniform, he wasn’t a soldier. He had come to the house before 5
~ but she had no idca who he was and thought she was being sent on an errand She got ort a frerght car

Y and inside there were seven otlter gtrls with a different Korean man who was also wearmg a srmrlar

; umform They sat on the floor of the frelght car, and it seemed as if they travelled all day and all mght ;;.

e
Y

: When they got out of the freight car, they got into a nuhtary truck whlch had been waltmg for them and

rode for a Iong time.

Irt July of l94l under the name “Guangdong Special Mthtary Practtcc" there was a wrde-scale B : S
. mobrhzatlon for the armed forces which by that time had enlisted about 3000 Korears as comfort | i
o women Thc Government-General had recruited the ‘military comfort women followmg the orders of l
the Guangdong Armmy. The commander of the Guangdong Army who had mobilized the ‘comfort o
- _ women was Umezu YOS]II_]]I‘O (m command September 1939—July 1944). ‘The Governor-General of l -7 B
. .Korea was -, Kim Gunja can think of two facts to support the view that she was recrurted through her .
- B -adoptive father a police officer. Flrst, she was mobilized because the orders came through the pohce] S i
: ;».".'cham of command, and second, he had a personal connection with the agent in charge of mobilization and :
i 50 tumed Kim Gun_rt ovcr. Either of thesc assumption are possible, but tr'm':portmg a large numbcr of |

women across the border between Korea and Manchuna and even on into Soviet Umon territory, would

!
. {
have been rmpossrble without coopemtron betwccn the Govemment-Genenl of Korea and the Japanese [

. . "jmrhtary o e o _ ; r

Kim GunJa went from Korea to Hunchun in Manchuria.  She and about nine other women got out at a ‘




two-storey building resemblmg an old-style inn.  She spent close to erghteen months there There was ,
'a‘ srgn that read “Kinkaku Ianjyo” attached to the door. The building itself was rectangular and -
o contamed many rooms. ‘She was put into a room on the first ﬂoor and the man who brought her to the
comfort statron ran it with his wife. = Another man, who was an employee also lived there 'Ihe _
propnetor sat in hrs office and checked all the people who came in.. They beat the women and i .
‘momtored then.. o A . '

P « Soldrers started ccl)ming from about two or three days afler Kim Gunja’s arrival. At first she'refuse;d

o ; 'and they gave her a hard hit on her nght ear that ruptured her eardrum. They just let it bleed,’ and she PESE

C strll cah’t hear vcry well “The soldrers came from about 2 or 3 pm on Saturdays, and there; was an . v

especraﬂly large number of them between 9 am and 7 pm on Sundays. There weren’t many who came
: alone and they came on' truck or on foot led by officers. The soldiers passed through the ofﬁce and i
. | .
b walted m lmes in frpnt ¢f the rooms. The halls were swarming with more than a hundred of them.

RIS : Krm Gunja couldn t valk| and she wasn’t allowed to rest during menstruation. On weekdays there were

, AR only oﬂ'rcers who came, lept, and then left. On Saturdays and Sundays officers only came at night. :
C i
o When there were a lot ofithem, she had to service up to forty at one time, and she couldn’t wash at all

| a3 causmg addrtronhl pam The soldiers brought condoms which tended to break 50 some men drdn’t use -

";them § : : - L

A ' Every Fnday nrght they were examined for sewally transmitted dxseases They all got on a truck and i -

]' : .5:- : went to the mlht'try officer who examined them. They were the only women in the banacksvhospital. . R
" N _ Kim Gunja contracted syphilis and was given the 606 injection. She also‘ got pregnant, but miscarried. . -
'}E,"' She was called “Kumlko” or just her room number, “nine”. She feels great resentment toward the

. - Japanese and even now never speaks Japanese. - N , A

o Not even a few months after going there, someone was caught trying to escape and the proprietor beat

i her ferociously to make an example of her, Aﬂer‘seeing that, Kim Gunja couldn’t even dream of escape. -

- . Anopium user who tned to sell her bedding and was found out by the owner was locked up. Kim Gun_;a -

L o had smoked cigarettes occasionally in bars but '\fter that she 1mmed|ately qurt.

There are no public records on the rruhtaxy brothel in Hunchun where Kim GunJa was kept, but '. o

: accordmg to the Japanese soldiers, v1ctrms testrmomes, photognphs and maps, there were between ]
:."_'.:twenty and thirty military ‘comfort station’s’ wrth Korean women in the Hunchun River area “ (Tlunkmg'.;é'
" of War Assocntro Peace Journal 10, 1992) It appears that Kim Gunja was at coml'oxt _stallon »
'.-;:.number7l R ' g ooy ' » RN

i

" Just befote Klm Gunja went to Hunchun j in 1941 the headquarters of the Guangdong Am1y was relrtled :" -

|
i ) I 1_ .
the General Headquarlers and the 1* and 2™ drspatch armies were newly established, reinforcing military a,j Sk
i power and reshuﬂ'lmg the organization . The China 2" Army (commanded by Lieutenant-General xxx % ll
|

“July 1942—May 1943) was cstablished under the command of the 1¢ dispatch army (commanded by



L Lreutenant-Geneml XXX 1942—Japan s defeat).

From around 1943 on, defeat seemed mevrtable, and the. d1v151on under the command of the

Guangdong Anny started to be transferred south. Asthe soldters were sent to the front lmes they were ;

brought by the truckload to Kokashi (ZKF) “comfort station”’ 'Ilus congiirs with the testrmony of
:Klm Gunja Kokrslu was one of the most 1mportant border camps on the Sovrct boundary In 1943

Klm GunJa along w1th the couple who ran the station and seven other women was taken to a shabby and L
empty one-storey house at Kokashl Kokasln was on a plam and the umt was far off in the distance. :_ A
ust before the hberauon of Korea l\okasln comfort sta(ron” was under the Junsdrctmn of 127""-’;"?
. dwrsron 'l‘here are testnnomes from soldiers at the fortlﬁcd camp that at that trme regtonal mthtary:
comfort statmn s’ were burlt followmg the fortlt‘ ed camps and the soldters poured m on Sundays.
‘(Comfort Wom'm 110 PE. 39-40) ! , o ' S
In January 1945 the 71“ drvrsron statroned at Huchun was transferred to ’l‘atwan (10"‘ dtspatch army)
) ln February, the 9"‘ border g'tmson stattoned at Kokashi under Koga Ryutaro was reorgamzed mto the_'

: 127"‘ dtvrsron accordmg to ‘the dlvrsron commander s orders At that trme the commander-m-clnef ‘of o
§ As mentroned abgve, at the begmmng of 1943 there was a movement toward Kokasln and less than

- the Guangdong Arm(r was Yamada Otozo (July 1944-—-Japan s defeat). g S R .-
itghteén months latd‘er Korea was ltberated At that time, Kim Gunja had not yet tumed twenty Thef{i
S proprl tor of the t:(l mfort station’ pard her no money and and told her to 8o where she hked‘ SevSen -

- women had to walk down from Baekdusan for fifteen days. Crossing thc Duman Rrver and passmg L
:; through Hoeryong, Kim Bokdong walked, rode freight cars and came to Chulwon in a month Slre‘:‘:"i_-.;yj‘. ‘ :
.‘wo‘rke;d as pedlar and'servant in Scoul and other cities, and while movmg around met a man ‘and was gt

: marri}e'd for a'time. ' Slre now hves ina shared house and has eonverted to a rehgtous hfe | AR
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Park Youngslnm was bom in Kungyo, Pyongyang in 1921 In March of 1938, when she was 17, slte' o .-_f" “
co was taken by a Japanese police oll‘rcer with ﬁfteen other youn;, wormen to Pyongyanb stauon He told RRPORE
: p her she would be going to work ina hospltal but instead she was taken to Nanjmg and became a comfort

woman She was put ina three-storey brick burldmg in N'mjmg wlnch was a comfort statton 'I’here '

she was called by the Japanesc name Udamaru. She was forced into sexual semce under threat of death

: 1(‘ she dldn t respond to lhe dem’mds of Japanese soldters If '\ny of the women there caught a drsease or ¥

Liomie o ovas Jely i IV optante ‘3 Ay vt ne e TV divislon (fed by O




- was organized into the Central China Expeditionary Force in February 1938 and was sent to its station.; ,
In September 1939, this army was disbanded, and to unify the Japanese soldiers in the Chinese post,n'l. _
: General XXX was made commander-m-chref of the China Expedmonary Force Headquarters established in ; _ L
' Nanjmg xxx, Toyama Noburo, and xxx were the Central China Expeditionary Force commander and

' Chma Expedrtronary Force commander-in-chief responsible for the Nan_)mg regron where Park»

'Youn gslnm spent three years.

Aﬂer' rnore than three years, she was transported by two Japanese soldiers to Shanghai, from where she - v
L passed through Singapore to a ‘comfort station’ in Rashio, Myanmar She spend two years of forced .

s sexual servrce there under the name Wakaharu

T At theend of January, ‘1942 the 33 and 55™ divisions of the 15% Army,.led by xxx commander,
' mvaded Myanmar by land, and seized Rangoon on March 8. The 18 and 56" divisions subsequently -

: amved by sea at Rangoon and on May 18, Myanmar fell to the 15% Anny .

| The ‘560 drvrsron which had Janded at Rangoon in March 1942, marched north to Rashio and : _
M%&hﬁﬁ They mv'rded Unnan (also called Tengchung) in May and established camps in R'rmo,-:

Sungs'\n From thcn untrl Japan’s defeat they were scattered around various (encampments) Park "

Youngslum was seht from Rashio to Sungwan in 1944 and appears to have been assigned to the 56"‘
' : drvrsr4n The 56"‘ division (commanded by xxx) at that time entered under the command of the 15"‘A: :
. ‘ - army, t;art of of the My'\nmar dispatch army (formed March 1943, commanded by xxx). In Apnl 1944 - L
o the 56 drvrsron wa reorg'mrzed under the new establishment of the the 33" army commanded by x?rx o
(?—defeat) R - 1 ‘ T

: . . . T
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When Park Young'shm was sent to the comfort station’ in Sungsan, the Ramo gamson was the 15" °

rnf'mtry reglment of the 6" division. The Ramo garrrson fought with the Chinese Unnan invading army, -
and all soldrers were kllléd on Sepember 7, 1944, A few days previous, Park Youngshim had hidden in . _.‘. o
an arr-rard shelter with dther Korean ‘comfort women’, and she was taken as a prisoner of war by the L

Chmese army and was sent to a POW camp in Kunmmg At that tlme there were only four other .  *

: ' Korean women sull alive.

‘ There are photographs and the memorics of tcsliﬁcrs remaining which conneet to Park Youngshim War{

correspond'mt Walter Rundle wrote an article on these survivors on November 30, 1944 for the China

o ‘Burma India Roundup (an American military newsp.rpcr) The route taken by Park Youngslnm to Burma; |: o

L wasn tthe over'lll experience of survivors, but at the same time it does show the position of the ‘comfort

women’ who were in Sungsan.




[Accordmg to these testimonies, in Pyongyang in the spring ol' 1942, the Japanese cxvrhans attached to L

the nuhtary began a poster and speech propaganda campaign to recruit for the Women’s Army Corps <

- The matenal claimed 1o be sending women to Singapore to work in mamtenance of Jap'mese nuhtary
-"v.{- housmg, condolence actrvmes, nursmg in hospttals and other such noncombatant work There were 24

o women m Sungsan and i in addmon to tlus work. they had to launder rmhtary umforms cook and clean

“ the cave where they lived together They were paid no money for this work nor could they recetve marl
from therr fanuhes When the Chmese army invaded Sungsan, they were hvmg inan underground earth
cavem Out of 24 women 14 were krlled in the bombardment “The o ones taken alive were sald to have :

‘ been tortured, and all of the women frankly stated that they beheved it.] (attachment)

i The Korean comfort women in Sungsan lived in a state of slavery below the Japanese prostltutes and _“

: as a result of endless bramwashmg, were unable to even consrder the thought of escape They lived

/ under the constant threat of thelr lives.

- Accordmg to current research in Japan the attached photograph was found in Sungsan on September 3, )

‘ 1945 by the Clunese army. A pregnant Park Youngshim can be seen 1n the photograph. Hayam1 a

| survxvmg soldler of the R'lmo gamson of the 56™ division, succeeded in escapmg Jjust before all members‘ o R

T .V .

of the gamson were krlled "He was taken prisoner by the Chmese and appears in the prcture taken wrth SER
the comfort women ;in Kunmmg pnsoner of war camp. He clanns to remember Wakaharu, ’

SRR |
o b N T
) ! Park ')'(oungshim was held in the Kunmmg camp unul February 1946, when she returned to her home m o
. . . . H
r f} o
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Bang SOII_]U “Korean Eom t Women in thelnidst of a War of Extermination”, Institute for Research on SR
: the Mthtary Com'fort Wornen News October and November 2000 v

'
A P
‘ ‘ ‘ . l

. it 4

. Ha Sangsult -

S l—la S'mgsuk (a pscudonym) was bom in Sosan, South Chungchung Province in 1928 She had one i
o :younger brother and one younger srster Her parents made and sold yol. ~ She was sent to primary !

" school but hated studying. * In her third year of primary school, her father contracted pneumonia and died. ~

The family was left with no money and Sangsnk’s mother sold the inn she had managed to her sister,

remarried, and moved to Yesan. At the age of twelve, Ha Sangsuk began work taking care of children in
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Jinnampo. After doing childcare for a year, she went to work in a factory. -

One day' in 1944, when she was fourteen, she went to play at a neigl'lbour'mg friend’s house and found »
v the'older gul wearing nice clothes and makeup. ' She asked how her friend had eamed the money, and ", v
L her frrend answercd th'lt she had gone to work in a Japanese factory Sangsuk suggested that this tlme o

- wl\en the fnend went to Shanghai, they go together. Her friend agreed, and two days later a Korean man

came lookrng for them at home The man asked whether they wanted to go to China or Japan, and they ‘

answered Chma Her mother sald Manchuna was too far and told her not to go but Sangsuk msrsted on"f
RER T o :

:’lt was sometlme 1,n June when she left ' The Korean man took the two grrls as far as Kyongsong, and :;_“
. they went to an inn: hear J'mgchungdan " The inn was run by a couple, and there were already ﬁve other .
"'young women there who were older than Ha Sangsuk. Later, there was a total of about forty women e
_ most of whom came from Kyongsang Province. The older ones said that women who went away drd

- welcommg calls of ‘hertal (soldier)”, sang, and made condolence vrslts The couple who raq the i mn =

| .;gaveHa Sangsukthe name“Klmrko” T : ,' . { A

R She got ona tram carryling soldrers and left Kyongsong. She went through Pyongyang and Tenjm and a

S arrrved at Nanjmg Bedqause she had had to transfer trains in Tenjin, she slept all night. She spent

' about two week:ls in Nan_ung, rode on a boat, and spent another two weeks in Muho, Anhuisong, before ?f"-'\i
; 4

' Afmally gomg o Wuh'm |There were also soldiers on the boat, but all of the crvrlnns were Korean

|
|
i
\ ‘l :
o ' D It was around December 1944 when she got out at Hankow. Aftera tlurty minute walk she and the

4 e otl\er forty women arrived at Jokgyong village. Twenty of them went into some kind of house named G
The proprretors were from Pyongyang. When the women first entered, they were examrned by a o

L ; : doctor They were grvcn medicine, and injections to prevent pregnancy. - 'Ihey were prcsented to the =

=.."the nuhtary department reponsible for ‘comfort stations’, and with the permrssron shp stating that women i

had to be older than elghteen was presented Ha Saugsuk’s age was r'used to erghteen _ ‘

j' _fI‘lre comfort station’ had two storeys and was the third house in Jokgyong village. There were about

s \.'twenty rooms - all with tatami floors. . First, three Japanesc soldlers came in, and after that, it was only 17

. soldrers Usually, ten to fifteen soldiers came each day. If the soldiers gave money to Ha Sangsuk, she |
gave rt to the owners in exchange for condoms 'md tissue, The amouut ‘was about one or two Cluncse ! . ‘
U .yuan, and the m'lmgers kept record of it in an account book. ' ’ '
L ‘On Sundays the soldicrs warted in lines outside. Each soldler was allote(l about one hour When Hat 4
Sangsuk refused to allow a soldier to go twice, she was sometimes beaten. Some soldiers showed up; l

drunk and threatencd to kill her. ~ She fought with those who refused to wear a condom.  If a soldier was




'-‘ that womarL Of the mrhtary unrts of the trme Ha Sangsuk remembers Sakura unit.

There was a bathhouse After servrcrng ‘a soldier, she went to the bathhouse and washed wrth :
o .medtcated water Every Monday she went to a hosprtal in Jokgyong v1llage and was checked for

o scxually transmttted drseases ‘On the day before the exarnmatron the groups of women erammed each
| ther wrth a dthce that resembled a duck’s bill (a speculum) The owner hated it if anyone had
contracted a dlsease S0 they covered cotton wool with dust and swabbed themselves “'This way, even 1f
there was an mfectron it was possrble 10 pass the evammatlon Women who contracted syplnlrs were f 'b_'.__
'hosprtahzed and treated with the 606 1njectron They usually recovered wrthm ﬁlteen days, ‘
E'I‘here were no rest days ‘and the women couldn’t leave the brothel. Once a month they went to a -
:bathhpuse outsrde the Jokgyong vrllage s iron gate They were fed by Chlnese people tw1ce a day The

proprretors of the comfort statlon bought them clothes and makeup but gave them 1o money At ﬁrst,

Ha Sangsuk borrowed money for trarnfare and clothing from the Korean man who brought her He sald

that rt would take three years of work to rep'ry the loan. : '
Then, one momrng, she heard that J'tpan had lost the war. The Japanese women 1n the next house
_werc cryrng “The money they had recerved from the soldiers became useless and they threw it away _
»‘Koreans gathered in Jokgyong village. She could now return to Korea but wondenng what she could do _ :
| after gomg back wrth this body, she decided not to go. o

.Ha Sangsuk remained in China, mamed a Chinese man who already had three cluldren and became

. therr stepmother She kept her Korean crtrzenslnp and still lives in Muhan, Chma She. wrshes to vrsrt

her hometown but because of crtrzenslnp problems itisa dificult process

‘i‘ . LN

H'tnkow s specr'tl a y comfort statron in Jokgyong village was estabhshed in November 1938 As

T can be srL.en in the testnnony of Song Shtndo this regronal ‘comfort station’ was under the drrectlon of the S

L apanese rmlrtary F om March, 1943 untrl Japan’s defeat in the war, accordmg to the Yamada Serkrclu, E

L ‘.ol'ﬁcer i charge of tlr comfort st'ttron department, new ‘comfort women’ who arrived were presented
i (mbp(l,da\w\s

& 'wrth the manager to (the officer in charge of ¥ At that time, the woman had to bring a photograph of
- “

.herself a copy of herfrmr ly register, a contract, a letter of consent from her parents, a police perrmt, and a - o

“her 1den‘trﬁcatron car A non-commissioned officer in the ‘comfort station’ department drew up a

. !
. ."report on her l"umly whith was forwarded to the nnhtary police. Accordmg fo these reports, in 1943,

»thcré Were nme Japancse- m ‘comfort statrons and cleven Korean-run ones m Jokgyong vrllage They ;‘

-'report 130 J'tp'mbse ‘comfort wotnen’, and 150 Korcan women. In November 1944 the ol'llcer in’
R I
charge of llllS area was China Evpedttronary Army’s conunander-m-cluef Okamura Yasu_n and the olIicer

: “of the 6“‘ drsp’rtch army ‘was Okabe Naosaburo They were first called 1nto the army in 1932 and were "

o

- the ones who estalished the ‘comfort stations’.
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.Song Shindo

Song Shindo was born in Nonsan-gun, South Chungchong Province in 1922,  She lost her father when

- she was twelve, and at sixteen, was persuaded by her mother to marry. She hated that first night, and the

day of the ceremony, she returned to her natal family with nothing but the clothes she was wearing.
‘ However 1t was impossible for her to stay with her family, so she took llerself to a person she knew in
o : Daejon. In Dae_]on shecked outaa hvmg doing embrordery '
i ln 1938 she was solicited by a middle-aged Korean woman to “go work and eam money on the

battleﬁeld” because “it’s not-like marriage, and you can live alone”. Living alone and not being .- a

‘ mamed—tlns was exaclly what Song Shindo had in mind, and she followed up on the woman’s " L
K proposrtron ' At that time “I had no idea I would tum out to be a comfort woman. When I went with ;
the Korean woman to Pyongyang, there were a lot of women in their late teens gathered there. And on

: the way there even though I asked what kmd of work it was, the woman drdn’t answer.”

From Pyongyang she was taken away by a Korean man. They crossed the border and passed through o
Hankow until she was taken to Wuxx. This was near the end of 1938, Just after the Japanese forces had -
R mvaded Wulnn Arriving in Wuxx Song Shindo was taken to a mrhtary ‘comfort station’ for army use
e : called “World View”. The station was an enormous two-storey structure with a tile roof that looked hke' _ : ‘
) a remodelled Chinese store.. The remodelling had been performed by a soldrer who had been a carpenter N ; :
The ﬁghtmg had just finished, and the ‘comfort women’ were forced to handle dead bodies.. Song . : i |

e Slnndo was even had to wash blood stams off the walls. Upon arrival at Wauxx, they were all exammed o

' for sexually transrrutted diseases. It was at this point that Song Shindo, who had left her home and come )

i
-
1

]

i

|
1

.
b

“so far to work and be mdependent, first received the mexpressrble shock of what she was about to do ‘

i
" The propnetor of TWorld View” was a short Korean man. Just above xxX, there were some other

comfort statlons ca led “Yamato” and “Kotobnkr” There were a dozen or so ‘comfort women’ at
i

“World View”, and tl ey were all Korean. They were not allowed to speak Korean, and even speakmg SR

Ak
vli

Of all the women ‘ Song Shindo had the lnrdest time at “World View”; she was o young she had not, ‘

:1, fanuhadyamongthensel\les wasprolubrted L R SR ’

: R even begun to menstruate yet. The first time she was forced to service a soldier, she didy’ tknow what 'A

; B she was supposed to do. , |She couldn’t stop crying, and she ran out. The first man to come in her room

- . waslan ‘officer namcd Takphashi, and when he saw her run away crying, he didn’t do anythmg and Ieﬂ

. 'Ihat ol]‘ cer reported 1t, and someone from the office exploded with anger at Song Shindo..

In the comfort station’; olTlce Song Shindo got very frightened. Since she didn’t know where she

b i s T el
. S N

B was, she dido’ tspeak the language she had no money and no idea how to take the train, and the area was -

surrounded with soldiers, escape was impossible.: Even so, when the soldiers came into her room,

!

horrifying and terrifying her, she cried and tried to run away. The manager slapped her cheek until her




| |
* |
|
R
|

nose blled, withheldi hcré food and shut her up in a narrow room. However, complete esc;ﬂpe was
i111p0§s§ble, and whil‘:e crylixlg, she became a tool for the sexual appetites of the soldiers. |
The *comfort wonilen’ at the stations required military permission, but at “World View”, the soldiers
smrltcd pouring in cv‘en before the permits were received.  Users of the brothels were limited to soldiers.
At ‘Ulat tjmé, lhe soldic?rs who came were under the command of the 6" and 9" divisions. The
conm‘umding officer of tile 6™ and 9™ divisions, under the jurisdiction of the 11" army, was Okamura
Yasuji (June 1938—March 1940, then of the 6™ dispatch army and successor to the commander-in-chief
of the China Expeditionary Force). The senior commander of the Central China Expeditionary Army

was Hata Junroku (February—December 1938).

At the ‘comfort station’, Song Shindo was called by the name “Kaneko”. She was forced to service
dozens soldiers every day. Rest was not permitted during menstruation. Especially on Sundays, there
were a lot of soldiers, and some of them demanded dominant and barbaric sexual acts. It was truly an

unbearable life.

If the ‘comfort women’ were too exhausted and tried to refuse the soldiers’ demands, they were
threatened with knives, beaten, and subjected to all sorts of violence. The scars still remain on Song
Shindo’s body. She can’t hear out of her right car.  The wounds of her time as a comfort woman are
left behind on her body. Amid the growingly desperate soldiers, who wanted to dic here as if dying at
the hands of an enemy, there were those who demanded that she join them in seppuku. To Song Shindo,

who wanted to live under any circumstances, the orders for seppuku were terrifying.

Among the ‘comfort women’, many caught tuberculosis, malaria, and sexually transmitted diseases.
Patients were moved to separately prepared small rooms. Inside the rooms were also the dead left by
enemy bombing. Some women, beaten by the manager for contracting discase or refusing the demands
of the soldiers, out of despair went to the bathroom to comimit suicide by drinking undiluted cresol

solution. Others hung themselves.

At ‘comfort stations’, it was a duty to use coudoms. However, most of the soldiers didn’t. Because
of this, many ‘comfort women’ got pregnant. The pregnant women were not allowed a rest period, and
some were expelled from the brothel.  Song Shindo got pregnant.  She was forced to keep having sex,
and her first pregnancy resulted in a stillbirth at seven months. She gave birth alonce in her room. It

was a difficult labour, and when the baby’s body came out, it was dark purple and already dead.

|

.

In this way Song! Shindo was imprisoned in the ‘comfort station’, and following this organized,

collective, and COIllilll\’lOllS rape, she was wounded so deeply it was impossible for her to ever fully regain

|

{
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{  her ow'r humén dignlty. |

H LT | 5
oo , Song Shindo hved at tl e “World Vlew” for about three years until she was expelled for gemng pregnant.»

At la navy brothel in Han ’ ow, she did chores like Jaundry and cleaning, and after the bi rth she was moved

A
' ? ; v 1o Kakushyu (pronounced Hwakinyo in Chinese). The baby born in Hankow was sent away to a, g
[ L stranger “She continued servicing soldiers in a ‘comfort station’ in Kankushyu In addmon she was S

' :taken to work i in stauons mcludmg ones in Anni , Choan, and Hokmg

' The ‘eomfort women’ were increasingly sent closer to the front lines to work at brothels for special

S -,: :.umts It was fnghtenmg to be brought onto the battlefield, but they had no chorce Pamcu]arly in these

: "_'_Clrcumstances there were no medrcal offi cers so the women weren’t e‘rammeded for sexually transrmtted

T f drseases and they were '\lways exposed to mfecuon

R

-As'the' '\var'got har'sher,'ﬂre_lives of the ‘comfort women’ also got more difficult. -

The comfort women were placed at the scene of the massacre of Chmese prisoners of war by _

: Japanese soldrers Holes were dug, the prisoners blindfolded, and killed with swords. nght after

‘ thnessmg sueh acts of brutality, Song Shmdo had to serve hquor at a party. When the camp was empty

‘. and the secunty got lax, the comfort_women had to do sentry duty as well. No one knew when the u

' Chinese army would be attacking, so they lived quaking with fear. ‘ , . Lol e

Beyond bemg forced to live in such cruel crrsumstances Song Slundo and the others recerved ne‘<t to

* . no payment In the case of the regtment, there weren’t even nominal “ wages Even when there was a- IR
U Tittle income, it was taken away as a natronal defense donatlon soin actuahty Song Shmdo was leﬁ w1th

: e practxcally nothmg

Also after leavmg Hankow she was p'lssed through many comfort stations’ and gave bmh twice,® i"-' f' o

: mcludmg the birth in Hankow. She had to leave the second baby wrth strangers. ~ She had other
' ) pregnancxes in addition to the two births, but because she was expelled for each pregnancy, she mducedj ' v' S

L carly termmauon with a folk remedy (at eight wccks refrain from movmg and cating for three days and

o thcn dnnk a nu‘dure made {rom the root of a certain kind of plant) Song Shmdo was completcly

o prevented from grvmg birth or raising her clnldren

(n B LT . o . t».
0} . . . ; .
!

In August 1945 Song Shindo leamned about J'tpan s defeat through the ‘comfort station’. The m‘my

|
drdnt mfonnxthe women abeut it. At about this time, a Japanese soldier from 'mother unit (the

independent :com,]hmc(:l 17" brigade) suggestcd that they leave together, Song Slundo dldnt know

. t
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- how to get back to Korea and had no means of supportmg herself and because she was completely left on '-I
| ,:f_ her own by the Japanese mrhtary, she decrded o retumn o Japan w1th the soldrer and get mamed '

T However as soon as they had escaped the hostrle temtory of Cluna the soldrer abandoned her :

Left on therr own by the Japanese mlhtary, the former comfort women”s srtuatron became wretched in ¥

':: the extreme For therr bodrly safety, some women went to hve wrth Clunese and some sold therr bodres

.
[T,

"_ to Chmese soldrers Ltke Song Shrndo others went to Japan wrth Japanese men e

g :? After bemg abandoned in Japan Song Shmdo w'ts mtroduced through a Korean-J'\panese man to “H"
B another Korean—Japanese who owned a restaurant_ She began to do krtchen work there From then g
until H dled they hved together (although their relatlonslup was never sexual) Whrle H was ahve :

o € even though she felt tike it was giving lum trouble she kept dnukmg every mght The battlegroundl'y

scenes never TeRt her dreams " She lived alone afier H's death, wrthout any famrly, and racketl wnh gmlt fl-

> over the two babres she had had to leave behlnd in China.

o bf'fAs mentroned above Song Shmdo was wrth the Japanese military for seven years from age srxteen to" :
- tuenty-three ‘As a “voluntary comfort woman”, she was forced to hve as a sex slave, thoroughly - :

depnved of her human and sexual freedom Durmg that time, her life was contmuously threatened, and"

: aﬂer the war she was granted no means to retum to Korea, | Left on her own she had no chorce but to '

:_‘: pursue a life i in Japm

‘ ' Matenals on the Responsrblhty of the Japanese Mrhtary and Govemment ;"

1) Context of the comfort statrons inxxx

v .

' ln December 1937, aftcr the eentral Chmese drspatch army took occupatron of Narumg, the central :

(,lunese Expedltlonary Force was ordered by the m'un headquarters to attack and take occupatron of ,. "

T Hankow and rts vicinity on August 22, 1938 and Wuhan (Wuhan included the tliree cities of Hankow,
e and xxx) was full of actlvrty On September 28, 7]]*(}5]] a representatlve of the consulate-general sent ,‘ P
o _: the det.uls of a deersron of 93] to the Minister of the Interior “order for emergency settiement wrtlr 3

;regard to advance of XX (desrgnated as J'rpanesc Koreans, and Taiwanesc) followmg the Hankow-

‘ ”mvaslonl Accordmg o tlns document the cniry excluding resulcnts was a perspective follomng the
:

y .
1

N l l St
b f».xppcar.mce of some‘ frccdom in the transport of resitlents who wished to return to therr homesl BRI

Howeve L entry n or er, to est'\bhsh the comfort st'\trons l)ecame unrestrrcted Also 'larmmg tha‘t'_'? BE

t Ve G LE

construc on of nuh cor'nfort houses puts a pnonty on transportatron It 15 necessary to pay attentron Ty

i

E Hankow on October

b i

, ]
'»3 to the fact that the C 1tr'1 : China Expeditionary Force s main force, the 11" Army, took occupatron of l \
z before the occupatlon of Wuhan on October 27 Just after the occupatlon of |

i
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l:' : Wuhan, the Japanese army granted specral beneﬁt schemes to recnuters to facrhtate constructron of

' comfort stations’. ot : - . ,' IS
.- The Central Cluna Expedrtronary Force 3 2‘“‘ Army entered Hankow on November 3 and set up guard

' v posts for both Hankow and XX‘( Accordmg to the “2™ Army Synopsrs of the 2“" Anny Headquarters

mobrhzed on December 10 of that same year “all leave, xxx excludmg leave to enter a ‘comfort statron

s not authorrzed 'I'he comfort statlon opens on November 25, and congenstron shall be prevented :

mvolvement of the Japanese mrhtary m the estabhshement 'md operauon of the mrhtary comfort,
“statrons RO B ' ' .
\ In support of the detarls above “Nagazawa Kenichi, the medrcal oﬂ‘rcer attached to the Hankow Army L

i Headquarters and the prostttutron agents on standby for the fall of Wuhan, Shanghar and Nanjing took - o ;
L comfort women® and contmued on toward Wuhan and started 10 go up the Yangtze River. - The
; Expedrtronary Force took them as “war materials” and transported them as a pnorrty’ (Hankow comfort
: statron 8. 50) dtis recorded that “m the middle of November of the year Showa 13 (1938) the

- Hankow Army He’rdquarters followrng orders from a superior Headquarters selected a burldmg to serve :
~asa comfort station’, xxx comfort statron agents to bring women, and even had the comfort statron )
-A-I:i;vbum” (ibid, pg. 55). S '

" In addrtron accordrng to the same book through the army s lmk to mrhtary dutres mcludmg the R _
o regulatrons for use of the ‘comfort station’, formulauon of the fee, regular examination for sexually .
‘+- transmitted drseases systematrzatron of the Hankow ‘comfort station’ league FE, it controlled ) o

o ‘-':regulated, and operated the ‘comfort stations’. It also states that the Hankow ‘comfort station’

5 contmuously prospered right up | untrl defeat accompanying the Chma Expedrctronary Force because of
Cts content and scope” (ibid, pe. 62). _ ' o
RS % rs presumed that the ‘comfort statrons at Hankow and xxx, across the river from Hankow were burlt "

e at alrnost he same trme The Employment Statrstrcs Table of the Hankow consulate—general states that g :_'. _
B “on November 30, rrght after the Hankow comfort station’ was burlt, Hankow had 17 men employed as i

Ui inm cooks XX, and ‘@ .omfort station’ xxx; " 2as XXX, xxxx while in comp'mson xxx had 33 and 245

| . '(???) ]From this m( terial it can be inferred that the xxx com"ort station’ was constructed at almost the P

: & same trme at the onglat Hankow and that its numbers of comfort women’, Xxx, and XXX excceded those IR

i l( of tlre ankow statron’s Accordrng to Japanese government materral such as the “Showa 13 Hanko}w
- A0 : it ,sl' o e i {1("‘
v consul te-gcncral P rhce‘ Al‘l‘ 'urs" the xxx st'mon drdn thonse all the mrlrtary comfort women lbut had

.'_betweeh245 andm, e B TP S SR
o t ae
!

Also,l Nakazawa Kenichi has statcd that the XXX and H'mkow Army Headquarters rccerved demands T

' for:* comfort statrous sinjilar in scope and type of services to the one built with the fall of Wuhan The

' nmnagcls were plLdO"llll tly Japanese, and the ‘comfort women' were a mix of about 200 l\ore:ms mrd
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' Japanese A medrcal oﬂ'rcer named Krtamura was -in charge of the sexually transrrntted drseases-

f e\rammatrons and lrke Hankow managed and dlrected (???) (op crt 10:4 220), supportmg 0174—-. .

v

As the Song Shrndo has descrrbed the constructron of the XXX comfort station’ hkely occurred in"
E TNovember between the amval ol' troops in xxx through Hankow and the constructron of comfort o

e statrons fo1lowmg the mvasron of Wuhan.

112) The comfort statron at x.\x’(Sekalkan World Vrew) _ , ,
’I'he appearance of the xxx ‘comfort statron where Song Shindo spent three years was as descnbed
-;The Central Chma Exepedrtronary Force s 11% amy which camed out ‘the invasion of Wuhan, was"
"composed of the 6", 7“‘ 27"‘ 101*, and 106" divisions and the xxx drwsrorr Followmg the occupatron
of Hankou, the Main Headquarters lrmrted the operation to Wuhan and its vrcmty and to prevent further‘ ;

':"‘:;.';' expansron ‘of the front line, all drvrsrons participating in the operation were changed to gmrds of thc.

‘-_'Wuhan area, ‘the 2 Army revoked the order of battle, and the 2 Army Headqu'\rters were returned to -

Japan:( "Accordmg to the “China xxx Mrhtary Operation (2)” in the guard of Wuhan by the ll“‘ Army,b '
L : ithe 6“‘ drvrsrorr was posted to guard the regron of xxx, and the 9% division was sent to the XXX region. - '

= The World Vlew where Song Shlndo was kept, fell under the cateogry of ¢ mrhtary-use (soldrers and

o crvrhans attachcd to the mrlrtary) ‘comfort statron’” desi ghated for soldrers posted in crtres” Through the

', exammatron of recrurtment of comfort women the passage of soldrers the military polrce and thc

e partrcrpatron of the consulate-general m the Hankow and XXX ‘comfort stations’, the e\rtenstve and drrcct
R r'mvolvement of the mrhtary in the transfer of ‘comfort women’, operation regulatrons fees, estabhshment

".'.,Vof use trme supply of comfort station’ facilities, control of agents and ‘comfort women regular

- eaamrnatrons for sexually transmitted drseases conducted by medrcal officers, and the control direction, - : ‘.

- _-management of officers is evident. Although the ‘comfort stations’ in Hankou and XXX were operated by - P

' cmhans the mrht'rry partrcrpated in this operation and xxx., The crvrlran managers did not exceed the

orders of the mrlmry, and the Hankow and XXX ‘comfort stations’ must be sen as typrcal mrlltary coqurt . ; N

'r’.
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e Krm Bokdong
0o t

' Krm Bokdong was bom on May 1, 1926 in Yaugsan South Kyongsang Province, as the fourth of sne I

daughters. Her father hz’rd acted as guarantor for someone’s loan, but when that pcrson farled her falher ‘7 L




L :'f earlrer 1f she has to get marricd, so you have nothing to worry about And if she wants to keep workmg»=

lostal s fields. ~ Soon after, e el ick and died. ~ Her mother was lef to raise the six gk, n 1941,
when Kim Bokdong was only ﬁfteen at her mother’s urgmg “she dropped out of her fourth year at
Yangsan pnm'try school, One day, when she was staymg at home the v111age headman and leader of the
vrllage assocratron came to her house accompamed by a Japanese man wearmg yellow clothmg w1thout :

any msrgma '_ :

'I'hese men told Kim Bokdong 3 mother to turn her daughter over because she was to be sent away as a_

Tatsluntal They sard “you don’t have ‘any sons, so for the ‘sake of your country you have to send"

daughters I you don’ t, you w111 be a traitor and you won’t be able to lrve here anymore When her

mother asked what Tatsluntat was she was told that it meant “going to “ork ina factory producmg"‘

mrhtary umform The men added that “it would only be for three years and she wrll be sent home

and earn more money after three years, she can stay

- 'I'hey ordered her mother 1o put her seal on some documents 'I‘here was no chorce but to go

W

The Japanese man who had come wrth the village leaders put Kim Bokdong ona bus and took her to ."::Ij" e
f.. Busan She was loeked mto a warehouse at the pier.- An armed soldler stood guard in front of the
‘ warehouse already contammg about twenty Korean girls and young women They had all been dngged f
- from Daegu, iju, Gtmhae and Urryong Although most of the gtrls were older than Klm Bokdong,"' :
they were all too young to be marned There was a Korean man there who monitored the glrls and :
served as an mterpretor and he said that his parents who were Korean, had lived in Japan for a long time. -
| It appeared that tlus man had recrurted all the girls there. That evening, they boarded a boat bound Ilor 'A ':_
IS

Slnmonosekl led by the Korean man who had brou ght them and done mterpretmg o RS,

Iti is mossrble to utLderstand the recrmtment of jongshmdae by the vrllage leaders i 1n two ways Fir‘st,‘ G "‘:5 "A

mobrl&atron of mrll ary women was systemtcally directed through the admrmstratrve orgamzatlon, under - i . : i o |

the mlJ uence of {he' Korean Government-Gener'tl, and second, that people were dtrectly or mdrrqctly sent PN

" by themilitary and women were recruited through the lower ranks of adxmmsttatton DR |' L i
. N | i : !
- :Adn'xinistmtive ujits noved and as soldiers stood guard duty when the umts were statloned at the

"_A'Busan piers and in t94lr they were clearly under the reponsrbthty of Mmamt J iro (1874 1955) and the_'
Kore'm Mrhtary Gefieral Headquarters (Busan vrcmtty army ???) The vrcttms travelled from Korea to

Japan 'l"uW'm and ‘ hin and bccausaeol' the thoroug,h survey and dlrectton of the movemcnt of women

4-
‘

l
outsrde Korea 7ve can q |estron the reSpon51brllty ol' J'tp'mese Prime Mrmster Tolo Hrdekt together mth
: RN

the accused Mlmmr‘J tro
| g Co ‘ - - [N ,' : . . P Co . e e
After amvmg at Sh1monosek1 the grrls spent about a week conl‘med ina warehouse-hke place at the I -

L } pier. Aftera Week, the boarded a cargo boat and arrived at Taiwan, They got out of the boat, walked 1 { .

- for a long time, and came to a place similar to a farm. A person dressed in civilian attire monitored the |+ .-
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girls 'and sard he was par1‘ of the J'tpanese police. After spending about a month there, they again got on. -

- a boat and went to lGuangdong Before boarding, they changed into national defense uniforms with B

' .collars ‘and Japanese-style pants They first ‘comfort statron Kim Bokdong was taken to was A

o Guangdong

: Drsembarkmg at Guangdong, they got ona concealed army truck and dtrectly went to a place that,
b resembled a hosprtal They were led by the same two Japanese and Korean men who had taken them

g ’from Korea They gave some documents {o a high-ranking person, and told the gtrls to uncondttronally SR

answer “her het (yes, yes) to everythlng _Kim Bokdong went into some kind of room, and was 1 :
e e‘(ammed by a Japanese. medrc'tl officer who told her to strip below the warst, get on a wooden board and _.i" o

. open her legs Kim Bokdong, who had never undressed in front of a man in her life, was shocked and =
frtghtened "She refused to get on the board and struggled agalnst the medtcal officer, but he forcrbly ‘,
: stnpped oft her clothes and exammed her. L : L
. After the examination, the guls walked for a long time and finally came to a bulldmg It was tlte_..j-;-_if'}‘, o
""':--{,1 ' comfort statron E ’ o

When Krm Bokdong and the twenty girls rounded up with her arrived at the Guangdong comfort'

'statxon there were already ten women there, making a total of thirty. Except for one Chinese women, D : B 3
et they were all Korean There was a comdor in the middle of the building with rooms runmng along each | |
O :‘-srde There were thirty rooms. Each woman was assigned to a room.  The rooms were separated only g _
by plywood and it was possrble to hear someone breathing in the next room The rooms were very o
‘ '~sma11 and contamed only a bed thrown down on some wood assembled on the concrete floor. Each
3 room was marked by a number on top and the comfort woman’s name beneath. Krm Bokdong was RSP
J“ called “Kanemura Huyuko”, and sometlmes “Yusluko” As all the names were given by soldlers many o
'..‘.;women ended up w1th the same name and subsequently had them changed by drtferent soldlers The 7
-’ L.‘ most common name was “Kanemura Huyuko” Inside the comfort statton , it wasn’t jUSt names that'

R 'became Jap-mese Kim Bokdong had to use the whole Japanese language too

: f The medrcal officer who had conducted the examinations for sexually transmrtted diseases on the day :

e of amval at the ‘comfort station” came into Knn Bokdong’s room.  Frightened, she tried to escape out

“back and hrde but he caught her and slapped her sharply across both cheeks. It was hard enough that her
ar wholc l‘ace wcnt numb " He told her to do as he ordered, and she couldn’t not but hear lnm She

. guessed that 1[' she tr ed she resist, she would be the only one to suffer, so she resigned herself 10 domg hs"

. _ , o : RO
o {ﬁ.he szud[ But becad eit was her first time, it was ntterly unbearable. She bled between her legs and o

hurt asiif she had been rxpped open. Her vagina swelled, and burned so much she couldn t unnate The‘ SR

next ddy she and twa other women talked about killing themselves. They gave 1 yuan to the Chmese

S U S U

B R L

© man who cleaned th ‘comfort station’ and tried to gesture to him to get them some medicine. However,'

]
»
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soldlers wlule she left,

‘ '; : suﬂ'ers from drgestrve disorders and other problems as a result.

o :improve their blood. However, after the shot, the patient’s nose gave off a'strange smell and she became :
Llfe was spent entirely within the confines of the ‘comfort station’ burldmg No one was allowed to go :

" outsrde The Japanese and Koreai leaders wore civilian clothes and stood besrde the door to watch the

" go inside the ‘comfort station’, the soldiers showed some kind of identification to the operator at the door,
'received a ticket and a condom, and went inside the room. The Korean manager who had brought the

wvictims from Busan printed something in an account book. Each evening, the ‘comfort women’ gave

mstead of the poison they wanted, he brought back some Chinese liquor. It appeared that he had thought

they wanted alcohol. They thought they could drink enough alcohol to kill themselyes so they shared it ‘

- out and sprawled out on the verandah. - A woman coming out to hang up the laundry found the three of

them and reported it to the soldiers. * A medic came out and turned on a hose which he aimed down their

throats They were put in solrtary confinement for three days, and then released to the hospital. The l 5_-. Co
hose had tom them up inside, and they couldn’t eat properly for three months Kim Bokdong strll o

i

Frﬂeen soldiers usually came each day, but on the weekend the number often exceeded ﬁfty The

e enhsted soldrers came between noon and § pm on Saturdays and from 8 am to 5 pm on Sundays, and they

had to be gone by 5‘ m when the military police came to check on the station. Officers amved afterﬂ

i _pm, ma ny of whom slept there and then left.  If her vagina was swollen and 1t was hard to penetnte, the

K menstruahon had started L' nd a soldier saw the blood, he would get angry and slap her face and hit her l

There was a door 1'1 the back of the room and and in the next room had a drain taking water out, and; at

i

there Iwas no tnne to Wasl and they only washed once in the evening. There was a bathhouse outside the . - -

comfort statron" bmldmgswhere the women bathed in the evening. P

If therr vaginas were swollen or painful, they were treated by the medical officer and they couldn t fe

servrce soldlers l‘or four days. They also didn’t service soldiers during menstruation. At this time, the

supervrsor put sometlung red in front of the door and the woman rested.

The sexually transmitted disease examinations were enforced weekly. The medical officer came into

~ the building'and laid down a wooden board. Every waman was given the 606 injection a few times a

month regardless of whether she had an infection. The women were told that geiting the shot Would

" The ‘comfort station’ was outside the army, but it was possible for only Japanese soldiers to enter. . To

him the tickets they had received throughout the day. Th'\t was also recorded The Korean supervisor

wore a Japanese military uniform but had no insignia. The tickets were printed on a sturdy yellowish '

N e TP \ Kc e o sn e e e T gy

R s01dier< put an . omt ment on the condom and forced themselves in. If she didn’t know that her L

‘ the top there W'lS a hose hat looked like surgical tubing which discharged red disinfected water, which

. ~ the, women used to vash between their legs. On Saturdays and Sundays when lots of soldiers came, :

'victirns If there was any kind of urgent reason to leave, that woman was closely momtored by the (1

N
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- conlfort women An official document of the 21* Army jssued in April 1939 reported the recnutment

E each unit’s allotted number of ‘comfort women and the mfectlon rate of sexua]ly transmltted dlSC’tSGS

Thcre are also testrmomes from soldiers and photographs _ T B

.,"‘\the prevrously mentioned 21“ Armmy | was reorg'\mzed as the 234 Army under the Central Chma

. specral marn-force unit of the 38" division under the 234 Army commanded by the 'lccused Jung Jeon

v Yoong attacked Hong Kong on December 8 1941 and took occupatton on December 25. In Januaryi

- 1942, the Govemor-Gener'rl of the occupied territory of Hong Kong (Govemor-Geneml Isokai Rensker)
" was fonned._ Itis recorded that the ‘comfort women’ were transported from Kwang]u to Hong Kong on ! ,

, the ﬁrst day of 1942 (reference).  The accords with the following statements made by Kim Bokdong. ',

. They got on a truck and then a military cargo boat and arrived in Hong Kong. When the ‘comfortl e

. card stock folded ni four All cookmg and cleaning was done by a Chinesc man. At that time, Krm

Bokdong drdn‘t evé1 know she was supposed to receive money When she needed food clothes or _A o

. i i
makeui) they were bought for her The operator often said that when the war was over, everyone would

. n of money Sometrmes they were given sma]l gtﬂs The Korean manage' oﬂen
th the comfc rt wamen whom he favored and swore and beat them 1f they drdn thear somethmg' SR
hehadsard . ', co R ’ ' o ‘ DR

) ept

Thts descnptron showsithat the Japanese man who had recruited the women in Korea and brought them

o to Guangdong was the ojjerator, and the Korean man was in charge of running the ‘comfort station’ and el

B 1 . 8
‘ the| \Vomen in rt The comfort station’ where Kim Bokdong stayed was called “Koakurakb ",

i - everywhere arodnd Guan gdong had the same name. In this way the ‘comfort statlons were e‘rclusrvely
’ 3 owned by army wluch placed an operator there, and the army directed the management of the comfort
statrons through the opentor In addition, the ‘comfort stations’ were moved following the armv 5 K

L orders The eomfort station’ operator led the women followi rng the movements of the army

K1m Bokdong was forcrbly transfered through Japan and Taiwan to Guangdong Atthat trme in 1941, -

N . the 23ld Army was posted in Guangdong * At the time relevant to Kim Bokdong, the commanders of the R
‘ _23“’ Army were Tamura HltOShl (June 1941-November 1941) and Sakai Takashi (November 1941— .

| March 1943) " At the end of 1938, nght after the invasion and subsequent occupation in November, the |
e Anny (commanded by L1eutenant-Genera1 Anto of the 5% 8% and 104" divisions), predecessor ofthe .

: : 23"‘ made a request to the Department of the Interior or the Government-General for recruitment of

of appro\umately one thousand ‘comfort women’ for ‘comfort stations’ in Guangdong and its v1c1mty,

i

“In 1941, when the v1ct1m Kim Bokdong was transferred to Guangdong and becanie a comfort’ woman

o A'vExpedmonary Force (commander-m—clnef *%frﬂ]’%}’) and took defense of the Guangdong area The ] RN

1

" One moming the soldicrs came in a truck and told them to pack all their belongings and get in the truck B P

i

station’ moved, they rode on a truck which jounced around a lot and broke down, Also, Kim Bokdong t '

i
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- 'had an abcess on her buttocks whrch caused consrdenble pam

The condrtrons of the comfort statron m Hong Kong were sumlar to the one m Guangdong - The

e burldmg 1tse1f had been a prrvate home commandeered by the army and the mtenor was then sectroned

t ‘off mto httle rooms w1th plywood ¢l was located in an area separated from thc army umts and ther g

were few houses in the surroundmg area The managers of the Hong Kong comfort statlon were the

- ’same only the messengers were changed to people from Hong Kong From then on every ttme the

vlocatron changed new messengers were taken from among the local resrdents After spendrng about

- three months m Hong Kong, Kim Bokdong was taken to Srngapore behmd the army ; :
' At that tmte, the 25“‘ army under the command of the accused Yamasluta Tomoyukt occupred the
! ;Malaysran penlnsula 1nc1ud1ng Smgapore and tlte island of Sumatra of Indone51a The (:‘-r]) drvrsron
and the 5" 8" and 56“‘ divisions were under the 25h Army, After mvadmg Smgapore on February 15
" 1942 these uruts beg‘m the massacre of the local Chmese resrdents and establrshed comfort stauons
around Smg'rpore and the major crtres of the Malaysian penrnsula Korean and Chmese women were
.'ltransported to these comfort stattons (rcfercncc) According to the (Z}E") of the mf'tntry in the 5"
regrment mobrhzed to construct the comfort stations’ in the vrcrmty around Srngapore and the Johol (?)
dtstnct, the Japanese and Korean women who had been in Guangdong were brought down to the new
-.ffcomfort statrosn in Aprl and- May of 1942. According to an oﬂicral document of the 25%. Army
Headquarters dated August 25, 1942 there were 196 Koreans and 194 comfort women (who were not
- all Korean) The victim Krm Bokdong was ata ‘comfort shtlon under the jurisdiction of the 25“‘ Army,
“ which also controlled the Malaysnn peninsula and Sumatn " The regulatton of comfort statrons in
‘.' ."Smg'rpore and the Malaysran penmsula shows that the military org'tmzatrons of drrector of mrl‘tary
pohtrcs and drstrrct gOVernors determmed the installation and operatron of the comfort stations’, the
'zrccrurtment of the comfort women and the employment condtuons and m'lnaged the comfort statrons

"4.'m ge‘neral { { . '

S - Tl ¢ comfort st( tronn in Smg'rpore where the victim Kim Bokdong stayed was a distance from the anny

. unit and was isolj. ted from prrvate resrdences It was the fourth three-storey Westem-style house Its

e Vwindows wjere.ba‘ ed and the entrances guarded The environment was similar to prevrou’s comfort o

o -staﬁons’ with-a lengthv building partrtroned offruto rooms, The soldrers came in trucks. - They got out
. _ bcsrdc the door 3 attc cd, and wcnt ms1de the ‘comfort st'ttlon burldmg ‘The sounds of arullery fire

, 4
AWcre often hcard :in‘the distance. . Sometimes, the comfort womcn “made specral tnps to soldrcrs
A

vl ’ 'st.tuoucd deep in thc mbunl'uns near Smguporc Thcy were escorted under gu'\rd in groups of about ten
P T

L They made the enure tnp in a covered truck and sa were unab!e to see out A tent w'rs erected as a
L 'tempor'uy comfort station’ with the mtenor partrtroncd with plywood boards Three or four women at a.

. time were m'\de to go into the tent. " There was someone responsrble for the trips for each umt 'I’hef

women spent all day Iymg down to service soldrers and retumcd to the ‘comfort stauon after aboul a‘

; .
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. week Aﬂer a few months in Smgapore they were transported again. They stayed on the move_ f_vff:jj o '

through Sumatra and Java, spendrng days ndmg trucks and boats , and fmally retumed to Smgapore agam o
: ‘ At the tune of Japan s defcat, Krm Bokdong was in the Smgapore ‘comfort statron * The then
' commander of the ™ drspatch army w'ts xxx., In 1944 the Southern Army Headquarters was transferred %

. . from Smgapore to Mamla, and in July of the same year the 7* dispatch army “under the command of the’

accuscd Genenl Tohihara Ken_u was established. The 25% Army (commanded by heutenaut-generaf:'; S
; Tanabe Morxtake) was statroned in Sumtara 9. and the 29% Armmy (commanded by heutenant-general :" - 'v
Ishrkuro) was stationed to Mahysra“J‘Ul " Until May of 1945, there were counteroﬂ‘ensrves agamst the R

Alhed forces but the ‘comfort stations’ flourished right up to the end of the war.
 The parn of life at the ‘comfort station’ continued until suddenly one day the soldiers didth come

The comfort women’ prepared food for the Korean man who ran the station,’ and stayed there as they Pl

were Aﬂer a month had passed Japanese soldiers came ndmg a truck wrth a red cross on rt 'Iheyl |

4

hosprt'd and were ordered to donate blood ostensrbly for the patients.

. 5 o
Hospltal and recer 'ng nursing training, becoming a ‘temporary nurse” as refered to by the specral advrsor Y
to thé 7'h drspatclr

nurse 300 of wh!c

m were ¥¢} women trained as temporary nurses) (7™ dispatch army xxx hbrary)

o The testrmomcs of women who were made into temporary nurscs by the Japanese nuhtary are frequent. v o

The comfort o en .were not converted into nurses because of a nursmg shortage but because it
e :

; functroned for ther nost part to deceive the Allied forces. 1,‘,5 :

r B Lol T

S ; _ Even after J'\p'm s defeat, Kim Bokdong_was dlspatched and forced to work as a nurse according to the | -

ar‘my and had l?een lookung for her wrth a prcture as a favor to her mother.. With his help, she wcnt toa’ ,'
l

camp run by the Umted States mrhtary, and after a few months, was able to return to Busan.

’ (lnt she h'\d been a comfort wom'm After hcarmg thc news, her mother suffcred a healt attaclc Shc

drd marry in response to her mother s enlreatres but she was unable to bear children and her husband 3

|  started frcqucntmg brothels. They separated after four years. She-remarried, but after her second LT

husband’s business failed, he died. She now lives alone, without her mother and without her husband.

|
bl
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took the comfort women’ and Ieft. At that point, the Korean man ran away somewhere. Even then, L L
Krm Bokdong had no idea that the war was over and Korea had been liberated. The Japanese soldiers i .- o
took her to the 10® Army Hospital in Singapore. There were already about three hundred women”i L

gathered there The Japanese soldrers gave the women nursmg trammg The women also cleaned the»-:,v’ o
Aﬂer J'tp'm s defeat, at the orders of the Japanese soldiers, Kim Bokdong remarned at the 10"‘ Army ) ,».f AR

| y Imamura Yutaka (7) (on September 1, 1945 there were 3040 patrents and 560 o

exrgencres of the J \pan ese military.  One day, however, the brother-in-law of a cousin on her m'other’s; o

_' = 3 srde named Oh Bongstir} came lookmg for her. -He had come to the South Seas region with the Japanese; ';; s

Aftcr retummg home she told her mother that she had spend her time as a nurse working in a hospltal 350

d NI
When she couldn’t resist her mother s mslstence that she get married, she had no choice but to confess RISt
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