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Farving sexual die-
MaaL s rial Army
{emse b [ ibaxe Mi-
e Fei o offer any
FEfueile ne YiCEims,
warry if Tokyo last
Inter w it least ex-
warthes ed regrets
phse voce #a hopes to
the Sauy 3y by mak.
nese m reign desei-
about h 1al of how
sHme P he izsue af
1gn tha ! savs one
oo ho wat idea m

Discw y, Fi:ln-
been esg " says Kim
Nefense oul’s [nsti-
i rrne idies, "But
Japan's AT R : The ques-
e e HAFSIE}. HEVTTALXRSL, BudSdomeisg 'O
il bt © f%Eo| 1T W oloxRiESE|S] Reue g
AFE AR WG Sl EEeESoASIRIMN WES SRS HHAMER BPE A|RISpT9 'I':“_;"Il'_;';"'.'_

Ch Ol'al AIRIESE BIUWXIFSE  shBEmw (TO) 74 al4l, BAls mAARL

:—Whu Comforts the ‘Gnmfnrt Hﬁlmen’?

FKiichi Mivazawa can spare | lieved was a garment-factory

a few minutes while he's in
Seoul this week, Hwang Keun
Soo would like a word with
him. [t's one meeting the Jap-
anese prime minister would

undoubtedly prefer to avoid, |

Hwang is one of an estimated
00000 or more women. most
of them Horeans, wha werp
enslaved in brothels serving
the Japanese Imperial Army
across Asiaduring World War
. Noone hasany precise idea
| howmanyofthe former “com-
| fort women™ fas the victims
¢t were called! are alive today.
| Psychalogically broken and
| thoroughly ashomed, mest
survivers of the wartime
brothels have remained si-
| leat about their experiences,
‘ Hwang iz a rare exception.
She says she just wanta to ask
|  Miyazawn one question: “If I
were your daughter, how
wauld vou feel?™
To this day, Hwang cries as
she recites the events of near-
Iy half a century ago. This is
the first time she has told hep
story to a reparter. [n 1944,
she was 16 and working ns o
! housekeeper in Secul when
| she accepted what she be

Job She reported for work and
was put on @ train with scores
of ather unsuspecting wornen,
Black paper covered the win-
dows Their  destination
turned out to be a cluster of
metal huts in a place Hwang
didn't recognize; only then did
the women realize they wers
prisoners, For the next 15
days. Hwang says, the wamen
were systematically beaten
and repeatedly raped. Their

captors, she says, were Japa.
nese saldiers. After the brutal
indoctrination, the women
did their besi to satisfy the
| sexual demands of the stream
of saldiers who visited the
huts. Moat of the women be
came infected with venereal
disenses, Hwang savs. "Girls
who suffered from infections
that could not be cured wers
killed. We were treated like
pigsanddogs.”

"Tha wlghd of men’: She might
tlsahavedied there if not fora
local restaurant kespar who
belriended her. The war was
in its final montha, and he
helped her escape. She sur.
vived pa a beggar, eventually
making her way back to
Seautl, She's 64 pow and runs
her own little restaurant, but
she describea her life as
"ruined” and herselfl a8 emo-
tionally "crippled.” "] pever
tried to marry.” she saya
"The thought and sight of
men nauseatsd me” She sel-
domsaw her family and never
told her paremts abeut her
manths in captivity,

The Japaness government
has repeatedly denied any re

| sponsibility for the comfort

Wil
[EFEZE7 =R

| women, insisting that the

brothels were entirely the
wotk of private Japanese citi-
wens Recently, however, sov.
eral new docuoments have
came ta light. Seoul produced
a 1944 U5 interrogation re-
port on & Japanese civilian
who told kow Imperial Army
cfficials aided him in import-
ing Horean comfort women to
Burma. And last wesk To
kyo's Azahi Shimbun repart.
ed the discovery of wartime
papers that show the govern.
ment's robe in recruiting com-
fart women.

Later Foreign Minister
Michio Watanabe also admit.
ted government involvemsnt,
The new evidence could force
Tekyotothink again about its
refuzal to pay demages ta the
women, Last month threa for-
mer comiort women joined
o lawsnit agninst the Japs.
nese povermment brought by
35 South Koreans, demand-
ing 20 million yen each in
compensation for wartime
atrocities. Hwang did met
bother, "What good is mon-
ey?" she aske ] want the
truth revealed” And nothing
=ill help the thousands of
comfort women whe pever
lived to go home,
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;i'HfstDry Scholar inJapan Exposes a Brutal Chapter
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By DAVID E SANGER
¥ Bl i That Mrw Fary Tissi

WAKD, Japam, Jen, 3 = When
Japan's 1edevition merwarks rec EnLly
il Began broodessting the sccouncs of
| Korean women and girls who wers =
| kidhapped and forced 0 g86ve inobat- g ae !
tlefrant Brothels for the Imperial gmo:% =
Army, #ven Japanese who prefer nev. f’
er o think about Warld War [f said ,_l_.-'-'.’
they fell shamed by the years of G
apeny the women endured,

But the Japeness Government had
ifee 5ame ready angwer it ey had far
gocades: A few words of 5 mpathy
far ibe tens of thousands of wietims
whose lives were thatbered, gnd &
Curt dismitsal of their demands for
Governmend  compensafloa.  The
brofhels, Japan's Fareign Mialsiry
[| #44, were run by private enlrepre.
W EEUrE not the Gowermmenl. Mo one in
the Fareign Mialstry, ough, was
ready for Yoshiaki Yeamsimi,

I M. Yoshimi, s hiztery professar
with & & kanck far coming up with
' hiscorical documents  ehar Japan

_1! 1-_.|' X H F"ﬁ:':""\:‘;“."‘h'

Rk
j o
[ ]

-cc_:_."rﬁ-

Fomirh Bores w

el B Erade wiih o8[S Tas? year o

Chifisiier i0 wark gui oy June & plan
of sctlom far closing 1he trede gop snd

srmimidng Far mmbmefensh

technabgy 10 Sousmes - a

I FERlRE he 1§

L
L]

y

EL

Al Cotikiler ing s fed e ed gl
o i e o

cinindised agrecil am gever
AErTTnenl Feparatnses i
v goveraipes] allieods fege

heee Ll mongh and knew immediate.
by tha the Governrment was rewriting
Risiory,

Ul wag utraged " be said the other
day. "And | knew that clear evidence

A
| would prefer to kees buried, lstaned { : ’
1 E0 the Covernmenr's asseriions on ol
B televigdon in his CEAMpad apar et Py ik
Rl v

3 =

EL T

Kim Hale Sun, center. a former "comion woman™ ton an Jan. 13 in Secul, South Kores, againgt a visie

sprrials  have

-3

s Iy tham ibe fate ol

Bue oo ssue has drawn more ai-

15 denti he
1he Korean
Televisia

T

3 shrwng il s oflicece
e

wigyang, beevanse
bwiking Bl Japain bor traske ancd

Mol belp,

Pye

i

meal 10 ackrdwledge It fesponashil-
g

Drebunking the Myl

Creer the 1ast three weeks, Me, 7o
thimi singlekandedly debunied [he
myih that the Fapanese Covesnment
had not ofganized ard run the Brathe
#i4. He creaded a sensation in Tedya
ard Seoul and forced Prime Minigier
Kiighi Miyarawa o issue o foermal
apalagy to the Horean peaple

THiE week, reversing cecadey af
| flatrefusals, Mr, Miyazass conceded

that the Covermment would have 4]
find some way of redressing the wom.
EA's grievances, (hough he 1Enpned
Shift of pramising financlal f = 12 T
s io what Japan suphemisieally
calls the “coenlort women "

in Jspan, soeisl preswires not 1o
thallenge ihe SIalus quo are over-
whelmeng. War ateacities are a par-
lular taboa, " kave Hved Bere all
my lite, and | know ihat Japan only
Ealks aboair half of hs history. ™ Mr.
Yashimi said “The hall where Japan
I victimieed, "

It iz widely believed ihas Japan
Started building "esmfort stations”
In the mid.19100s, and 100004 o
100,000 wermen were eventually hired
SF dragged 10 Japanese batilefronts
Aceoss Adla. Mozt were childpen and
feeneagers from Horen, a Japaness
weloery Trawn D10 0o 1945, b many
Bhers came from China and g few
frem Japan iself,

Lonfined do fllthy shantes, the

exived ey would farce the Govern-

themiselves, no ome

whe was forced to wark in bheathels for
trocps i Warld War I, wuking part in demanatra.

Japansae

by Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa of Japan, which
ok place a faw davs later.

soldlers, whe wers aften fralated
through the “comfort wlations day
and night al 15 minute intervals Ye.
neresl diseast was rampant Thew.
5andi af the women died, Inglading
MBSy Wha wete apparently killed by
saldiess.

WiFgnity i3 8 vircea) requisie far
marciage &n Horesn sociery, and
many of Lhe sufvivors were shusned
By their famitlet whes they rejurmed,

Unifl secenily South Kerea's Dakdal
lexibociky, like Jspan‘s, have tea reeky
mentloned the women's plight. Wik
News organizations focused on the
Mk Anniversary of Peart Harbar,
however, a few u{l:ht survlving Hare.
an "earnfort wemen™ decided the moe
ment was ripe o press their cage

Thres came 10 Tokya in December
o fils & damages st agains ke
Japane e Government, prompiing
the Governments chisf tpakesman,
Kolchi EKmis, 1o reiteraie that Japan
considered ol of |18 war Feparaiisng
o South Karea pald, and 1g deny thai
the army had organized of ran the
brathels

Apart feam the “comiare wamen'"
seemed ready o
dlipuie that rendin of kiztary. Bui s
he watched on e evizsion, Mr. Yo-
aimil recalled thay g few YEdrs age,
cembing through the Self-Defense
ARency’s library (o resgarch Japans
ute of palgon gas during the war, he

set up 3 hrodhel,

Born satvide Hirsidima in
Br. Yeahimi has spend hit professios-
al life trying to get & glimpse af 3 war
e [ tes young 1o remember. "'l grew
up hearing my older brothess snd
sisters tedl abouit the day they saw a
mughroam closd erupd from the cene
ter of the chly,"” he said. *'1 could feel
ihe =ar misery, I've aiweys wanted
(i grasp what happsned”

Cerialnchat mare dacumencs Exlae.
ed (hal would disgrave the Govers-
ment's cendention, Me, Yothimi re-
larmed o e liBrary over the MNew
Tear's hodlday, 1n two days of gearch
Ing. he came up Wik a small 1rgve.
meluding one docurment ticled “fe.

ardeng the Recruitment of Wnmen
ar Millsary Broteels.” It ordered 1hg
quick condlnection of “[acititiez far
sexual comiort,”™ o stop the iroops
seupying China from raping women
i the regiona they controlied Iy
bedirs “iPe  “hanko,” er persanal
Hampsz, of leaders of the high com-
mand of the Japanese Army

Destments Glven ta Reparier

Mr. Yogkimi handed the Satuments
0o reparler at the Azaki Shimburn,
ot ol Jipan's lergest dailies, jus
befece Mr Miyazawa travefed [
s0ulh Kores for o meeting with Pregi
gent Roh Tae Woo, Almast avErnighi,
the Coversmends drgumeats cob

1945,

In Sewih Koren, where BAger over
the issue waz alresdy on the rise,
protesiers threw rocks al rhe Japa.
nexe Embassy and burned Empergs
Akthite in efligy. Mr. Re®'s Govers-
mem has demanded comssnsatan
for the women, though Jipan o
argues thal isnies of reparation wore
setiled in 1955, &0 a treay normaliz
ing relathons with Ssoul Kerea Mag
redalinted by ordering g scheed
Sooky oo Be oreviged with sore de-
tanled amd praphic accounes of Lhe
late of the wamen

Back in Tekya, a tElephane lne e
up last week By groups Jappariong the
comlasl women drew 230 calls, the
Vas Mmalority feam men in their 50'5
and i8¢ who confirmed (B ke mili-
fary esrablished and ran (he Srochels
and confeiied o wsing them

The lapanese press re P L] Lhad a
Tl-yeargid Japanese WOman, § fixih-
Erade teacher in Korea dufing the
wair, called G0 fell how the wis ar.
dered by fhe arincipal 19 dhoase
“physically well-develoned gieid far
War service. The chede eighs girls,
HEARing, SPe said, that they wenitd be
P d-werk 0 an airerafi-pares fac.
tery. Back in Korea a few years aga,
e visited jome oimer former gig.
denis and learmed the cruth

"l eould ot meet the wamen, " gre
224d. “They =ere 440l 100 hurt, nhy-
cally snd me=iafy. | am so VErY

=omen were forced to have sex wiih  had Uripped gcross a military orderto  lapsed sorry. "
—— — e —— — - — — — ——— ——
s T = - i
—— —_— _"'-F'Il L---—u.--.u--.-n-.------'—'i"-“-rr'—-;' e o = A —

o anad Im e papRT I ETVie
e, this SO-year-ohl war crime

&7

Apse & gisai & o 0 eadi jISTD. e

{1 bave fold thear stories on tebe
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Korean activist pressures Japan to

Comfort women"

According to researchers, young
unmartied girls were rounded up by
provincinl administrabors, tald that
they were being enlisted in a volun-
teer corps of zo-called “comiort
women," and sent to the front lines
There, the prospect of rolling ban-
dages and ministering to wounded
soldiers as nurses’ aides vanished, as
they came to realize the full extent of
the Japanese-coined term “jungshin-
dae," meaning to devote one’s being
to the eause of the Emperar,

“At that time, nobody knew that
these women would literally be re-
quired to give thelr bodies to the war
effort,” zays Namhi Wagner, head of
the Korcan language program ab
Harvard.

Wagner, who was barn in Korea
but lived for mamy years in Japan,
says she ean understand why the
“eormfort women" whe survived the
war years have been so reluctant o
reveal thelr experiences.

“For women of my generation,
coming from a soclety that was so
conservative, it's just not something
that you could feel free to talk
about,” she says. “But Korea i a dif-
ferent society now, and peaple finally

acknowledge prostitution

"Jl\'
5] I:l

Response to boiline

For the past 12 years, rese;r:h-—
ers have besn tr}“r'" to locate survie
ing “jungshindae™ in Korea, with no
sucress. But when a telephone hpt-
lne was set up in Seoul in January,
more than T0 women responded..,
Chong-Ock Yun, a former English,
professor at Ewha University who ig
a colleague and close friend of pro-
fessor Lee, has been workdng with

student regearchers since then to re-
cord the recollections of these hq-rq."
en, many of whose memeries are be-
ginning to fade. ;

Several weeks ago, prnfe.ss-:-- Lee
gat down with a woman in a small
central-province town who was sull
visibly shaken from having told her
son and daughter-in-law about hes
wartime experience for the first
ume.

“Her son told me it took three
days for her to tell them the story,
she was sa ashamed,” professor Lee
adds. "After that, she didnt want ta
talk to us, but her son insisted. He
said, You must' and he was right”

£ gotlen fhe eourage to speak
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