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ABSTRACT

A Study on Women's Experiences of
"Yeon—ae' as a Project and Women Subjectivities

: With a Focus on Women University Students

Kim, Hyungyung
Department of Women's Studies
The Graduate School

Ewha Womans Umniversity

This study 18 to examune the feminist wmplication of Wwomen
subjectivities that women have been making through 'Yeon—ae' experiences
which have been generalized as an important field for mdividuality,
especially focusing on women umiversity students’ experiences. It seems
that women have been making the natural process of
love/marriage/sexuality in a different way through expressing pride and
power in 'Yeon-ae’ expeniences This study is to consider ferminist
reexamination about this phenomenon In other words, this study s to
examine how social ftransformations and women's agency can be
problemized in a feminist way

Examumng men and women differences and women's differences

because of culture resources and cultural experiences in restructuring
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intimate relationships through ’'Yeon-ae’ experiences, this study is to
examine how women's agency will be directed and in which position
feminism can participate in.

The main research techmique used for this study is the depth—interview
of women university students who have been exXperiencing university
culture and considering ‘Yeon-ae’, marriage and job And as
supplementary materials, this study referred men university students’
"Yeon—ae' experiences, women umniversity students’ experiences in 1980's
and the matenals dealing with related issues in printing and visual media

The results of this study are summarized as follows.

First, 1insecurity of life and higher-educated women’'s growing
opportunities under conditions of late modern age make women's
"Yeon-ae’ experiences as not the natural process for marriage but the
project which need to be planned and tried for the relationship and focused
on process of the relationship. Popular culture of consumption which has
been globalized and peer groups have become cultural apparatuses that
supply specific languages and images for 'Yeon—ae’ as a project. Second,
women's desire for ‘Yeon—ae’ as a project is constructed more specifically
in consumer culture, which makes ’‘Yeon—ae’ as a process of events
Women are experiencing a kind of feminity performance based on romarce
scripts. Women desire maleness focused on appearance and style in this
relationship And they are experiencing enlargement of their own
seif-identity Sexuality as a kind of an event in "Yeon-ae' relationship can
grow this self-identity Third, in spite of this ‘Yeon-ae’ experiences,
women university students accept the class—based marriage. They don’t
experience 1ndependence economically while they are students. They signify
their sex experiences in adifferent way beyond a boundary of 'Yeon-—ae’
relationship. Forth, because of differences of culture resources and cultural
experiences which make desire and knowledge of the relationships, men

and women's differences have become intense. And cultural apparatuses of
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distinction among women also have become diversified

Women have been understanding that 'Yeon—ae’, marnage and sexuality
can be different cases through this kind of 'Yeon-ae’ experiences. Yet
direction of women’s agency 1s a difficult problem because they can’t give
up the class—based marriage easily. Therefore, feminist position on this
phenomenon can be suggested as follows First, exarmming on making of
Korean maleness m a more specific and contextual field and differences
between men and women are essenfial to see women's agency in the
relationship with men Second, new agenda for transformation of women'’s
lives and construction of women subjectivities 1s needed. Third, feminist
reflectvility and strategies on distance between women's growing desire of

their own hves and reality which they should face are also essential.
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