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The United Board traces its roots back to 1922, when an office was
established in New York City. At that time the Board was associated
with only three universities in China-Nanjing University, Peking
University (which three years later became Yenching University) and
Shantung Christian University.

By 1949 there were thirteen Christian colleges and universities
related to the United Board for Christian Colleges in China.

Then in 1950, after the dramatic political changes in China in 1949
and after the outbreak of the Korean War, the United Board severed
ties in China and began working in Hong kong with Chung Chi College.
in Japan with International Christian University and in the Philippines
with Silliman University.

Today the Board is involved in thirteen countries and related to
someé B0 colleges and universities. These countries are Burma
(Myanmar), Cambodia, Chinalwhere ties were re-established in 1980},
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan, the Philippines, South
Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam.

The United Board grows out of a Christian tradition where women
and womens concerns came to be taken very seriously. In fact, the
Protestant missionary movement which gathered momentum in the
19th century placed a great deal of emphasis on women and led the
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way both in providing educational and professional opportunities and
also in stressing human equality.

The two first womens colleges in China were related to the United
Board:
—Hwa Nan Womens College in Fuzhou which was established in 1911.
—(Ginling Womens College in Nanjing which was established in 1913
and whose five person graduating class of 1919 comprised the first
women in Chinese history to receive B. A.s from a Chinese
institution of higher learning.

The eleven remaining Board-related institutions in China all came to
be coedncational.

According to a United Nations document. the drive for womens
right has recently accelerated and taken on a powerful and global
momentum. In the 20 years since the first United Nations Conference
on Women, the campaign for equality between women and men has
witnessed momentous changes and undeniable advances such as:

1. Women are entering the labor market in unprecedented numbers
and pursuing a greater role at all levels of public life:

2. Governments have adopted major legislation that promises women
equal opportunities, treatment and respect for their rights:

3. With pressure at all levels, women are increasingly gaining crucial
access to proper health care and education:

4. Womens heightened awareness of their common problems has
provoked a determined mobilization to fight discrimination and
persistent injustices.

But just how much have these advances improved the lives of the
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average woman? And, in view of the sustained social and economic crises
facing much of the world today. just how deep is the commitment of
governments and institutions to eliminate discrimination against women?

There have been a number of studies, among which is a study of
womens programs in United Board-related institutions in Asia which
was recently completed and presented to a meeting of the United
Board's trustees earlier this year.

(1) It is clear that highly quantitative data do not necessarily reflect
the lived experiences of pecple. Women are indeed entering the labor
market and pursuing a greater role at all levels of public life.
However, what is not captured in this statistical dada is the fact that
women frequently serve as providers of cheap labor and that there
still is a preference for males in recruitment. selection and job
promotion.

(2) Governments have indeed adopted major legislation that
promises women equal opportunities. treatment and respect for their
rights. But. still, today there is a clamor for the promotion of equal
opportunity. And many women in Asia continue to see the need to
change laws and pelicies in order to upgrade the status of women.

(3) As indicated in the United Nations report. women are said to be
gaining crucial access to proper health care, education and civil rights.
Yet. womens nutrition and health including reproductive rights and
maternal care are issues still mentioned among the Board's partners in
China and South and Southeast Asia. In education women are usually
invisible in books and instructional materials implying that women's
contributions in times of peace and war. at home or in the factory,
are less worthy of study and inquiry.

In institutions related to the United Board, there contunues to be
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growing pressure for raising gender consciousness and sensitivity to
womens issues and for women to be empowered to take control of
their own lives through training. opportunities for leadership and
sconomic independence. There are many issues of special concern:

(1) In many cultures. gender disparities begin at the earliest stages
of life. Choices of colors, types of toys. places to visit. assignments of
household chores, selections of schools and courses and goals for ones
future are all influenced. to a large extent, by the sex of the child.
The great value placed on male children has given rise to such
problems as the dowry system in india. high female infant mortality
and abortion of female fetuses in China. and a general preference for
male of fspring throughout Asia.

(2) Three quarters of the women over 25 in the less developed parts
of the world are illiterate. a much higher rate than for men and a
residue of past discrimination. Women also account for two-thirds of
illiterate people in the world,

(3) On the work front. on the average, women receive between 30
and 40 percent less pay than men for the same work. At the same
time., much of women’s daily work is unremunerated and the value of
household labor unrecorded.

(4) The breakup of families caused by armed conflict. economic
difficulties and increased divorce rates, has led to a rapid growth in
the number of female-headed households. One third of all families
worldwide are headed by a woman. These families are often poor and
lack financial support from the fathers of the children. Everywhere.
women and children are the poorest among the poor.

(5} Half a million women, nearly all of them in developing contries,
die each year from pregnancy-related causes. Thirty percent of them
are teenagers. In many parts of Asia and the Pacific. inferfor health
care and nutrition for girl children coupled with maternal mortality
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are among the significant reasons that men outnumber women by five
in every 100. This is in contrast to demographic trends in the rest of
the world where women, as a rule, out mumber men.

(6) Moreover, viclence against women is recognized to be pervasive
acress cultures and regions. including many parts of Asia. Also very
sad is the view that the world is basically just and that any
misfortune that befalls a woman is something which she deserves,

Undoubtedly. in order to achieve meaningful equitable partnership
between women and men, much more will have to be done to change
persistent sterec-typed attitudes. to improve the conditions of women in
Asia and around the world and to promote and defend their human rights.

One has to be aware, however, as our United Board study points out.
that one contentious area in the discussion of women's concerns in
Asia is the view that modern Western feminist perspectives sometimes
have the tendency of being somewhat neoimperialistic. Much as
feminists have been vocal against the exclusion or marginalization of
women. some feel that western feminism has sometimes tended to
universalize the assumptions and needs of privileged women in Europe
and America. largely ignoring the very different perspectives of both
marginalized women and women in other parts of the world-including
the majority of women in Asia. Admittedly. women across continents
have characteristics common among them but underiably they also
have characteristics different from one another owing to differences
in culture, religion and class.

Over the years, womens groups across continents have searched for
commonalities and, in the process have come to realize that there are
a number of differences in their life experiences. it is high time for
women and women advocates to admit the fact that there are indeed
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differences and that various approaches in womens studies need to
highlight these diversities. Awareneas of differences makes us all
more accepting of others unique traits and characteristics’ makes us
all more sensitive to the differentiating variables of culture. creed
and class across communities: and, makes us all more careful not to
commit the mistake of impeosing our own ways of thinking and ways of
behaving on others.

The United Board has had a long invelvement in women's education,
starting with its support of Ginling and Hwa Nan Women's Colleges on
the mainland of China. In 1983, when the United Board created a
Women's Concerns Committee and a staff position for its emphasis on
womens educational concerns, it was explicit in saying that ‘the
Board is not interested in developing its own womens programs in
Asia, but in encouraging and supporting indigenous efforts to improve
the status of Asian women and enlarge opportunities.”

It is indeed a privilege for the United Board to be associated with the
new Yonsei Research Center for Womens Concerns which is being initiated
today. May it prosper and grow as it addresses the concerns of women here
at Yonsei University. And with the increased attention which women's
comprehensive education requires around the world, [ trust that the
center's influence will spread beyond the walls of this institution.
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Hae - Joang Cho

Women's Work and "Development’
in South Korea

| presented a historical overview of womens employment in modern
Korean history in this paper. Based on the overview_ [ also discussed
the prespect of women's employment and strategies for improving the
condition of womens employment in the coming 2000s.

Here, | presented three dimensions for fruitful discussion. The first
dimension is that of global capitalism. With the expansion of capitalism,
female participation in the labor force will increase continuously in the
coming years. However, it is the quality. not the quantity, of female
labor that needs to be taken into account. The second dimension is the
cultural difference. Modernization/industrialization was initiated and led
by Western civilization up to now. Particular cultural traditions of each
culture activated to encourage/discourage female participation in the
labor force have been largely underestimated. The cultural differences
neads to be reevaluated. Third, there is a special dimension of
colonialization. Those societies that went through colonial modernization
have established special infrastructures of development, which have a
grave impact on female participation in the labor force.

The industrial infrastructure of early 20th century Korea was built by
Japanese capitalists. Women of the lower class were pushed into the
industrial labor market in order to ensure family survival, while the
middle class women were pushed into the newly created modern domestic
domain where the image of the home-maker was formed. As Korean
society barely achieved economic survival in the early modernization era

20000408 ob4l H5iel M AW - 45

and then underwent frantic economic growth in the later years the
marginalized groups were exposed directly to the whims of the dominant
class. They were merely subjects of ‘mobilization” by the powerful
colenial and semi—ecolonial state and the capitalists who could only
caleulate national and personal interests on a short - term basis,

In this setting, it was quite natural that men who were relatively
free from domestic duties were favored by the state and capitalists.
The cultural rules of patrilineality and gender-role division within
the traditional family system were activated. rather than rejected in
the rapid modernization process. Under colonial rule, women had to
engage in various economic activities for family survival and to cater
to the damaged male ego caused by the loss of their homeland. After
liberation from the Japanese colonialists, women were pushed into the
domestic sphere as the ideal or the Thome was restored. At the same
time. there was a gradual increase in womens participation in the
new nation building. Women contributed greatly to the Seuth Kerean
economic miracle of the 1970s by working together with men in public
and domestic spheres,

It is often discussed that significant cultural bases for South Korean
economic transformation are the existence of the large informal space
which works through the mens network. and the extreme emphasis
on the family. In fact. South Korean's notorious political corruption is
the outcome of the extensive and flexible network for private gains.
The tight informal network among men and the heavy cultural
emphasis on the family are the major environmental factors that
discourage women's participation in the labor force in high quality
jobs, The competition between men who are free from daily chores
and women who are responsible for all the domestic duties including
caring for parents—in-law cannot be fair from the very start.

In spite of the obstacles, the number of women in the labor force in
both formal and informal sectors is increasing, and many men feel
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uncomfortable about the womens ‘intrusion.” Men feel threatened,
not only by the women in the workplace. but the women in their own
homes as well, Conflicts between men and women are no longer
controlled, as conflicts between the classes or between the generations
are exploding in recent years. Fathers who internalized a firm
patriarchal and nationalistic ego. suddenly find themselves in a crisis.
A tide of new - conservatism is on the rise. Incidents such as recent
Juristic pronouncements against cases of sexual harassment in the
workplace and of the explicit requirements for womens physical
appearance by major business firms have made it apparent.

MNow. many young women have realized that “working outside’ does
not guarantee self - realization as they used to believe. Many ‘smart
women choose to be full -time "homemakers rather early. Disillusioned
by the devastating social changes characterized by the high death rate
of salary men and impelled by the ‘consumer society, many young
women choose to be the subject of consumption rather than the subject
of production,

In conclusion. the prospects of the female labor force in South Korean
society are gloomy for the years ahead. unless there is a radical reform in
the equal employment policy. The employment policy should not be used
as a strategy for ‘mobilizing’ people just for a short term economic deal.
It should be a long-term project for achieving alternative modernity.
Without a fundamental reexamination of the philesophy of Development,”
there will be no development for women or for men.
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Seong Young Sohn

Women College - Graduates in Major
Korean Corporations

This paper aims to evaluate the status of the women college-
graduates in major Korean corporations since Equal Employment Law
was implemented in 1988, Even though some changes are visible in
several companies with the introduction of the separate recruitment
policy for women college—graduates and the establishment of women-
only - departments, it is still difficult to claim that the status of
highly - educated women, in general. has been remarkably improved
within major Korean corporations.

Many women college-graduates still experience various kinds of
discrimination in recruitment. promotion, wage allocation, task-
division. and so forth. I suggest that educated Korean women's more
active participation and preparation are required to confront the
discriminatory labor market. Women need to form their own
voluntary committees and determine and detail the discriminatory
practices within the organizations they belong to. As a group. women
also need to find their own answers and demands to remedy the
existing unequal treatment of women. By doing so, women can
challenge and change the various unequal practices which are easily
found within most of the male - dominated Korean corporations.
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Women's Attributes Expected
at Home and at Work

Unlike Western men. Korean men do not have a misogynic tendency
because of an unending bond with their mothers. In the West the
strain between the sexes originated from the cultural ideclogy of
individual autonomy or self control which emphasizes the early and
hasty independence of a boy from his mother. Through the mechanism
of reaction formation, love and hate for his mother make him avoid
relationships with a strong mother -like woman and objectify women
for his needs. Whereas, in Korea, attachment and interdependence
between mothers and sons are not only allowed to be enjoyed but are
also praised for their unquestioned loyalty in the tradititional value
system. A man tends to expect his woman to care for him as his
mother has done for him.

While a Western woman is expected to act as an individual
performer, a Korean woman is expected to act as a person who
“includes’ significant people in herself. This difference of unit.
“individivall or Cincluding’. exerts an important influence on
determining the qualities of a womans life. Although a Western
woman has yet to achieve equality and fairness in her society, she is
an individual doer at home and in the public sphere. Todays Korean
woman, a product of modern education, suffers inner econflict
between the values of individual achievement and those of self-
giving coming out of the ‘including self, A Korean woman faces
deeply rooted traditional values which are still alive at home and at

ket wviAAl P s e =l -

work. The way she carries out her role in private and in the public
arena is characteristically a mothering one.

To get a better life for men and women in Korea, both men and
women have to learn to respect each others autonomy. both at home
and at work without losing the strong assets of the traditional caring
traits.
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Eun Hea Joo

Issues of Career Education for Female Students
in Korean Schools and Universities

This study addresses the issues of career education for female
students in Korean secondary schools and universities and identifies
methods to assist students’ career development. The study follows the
triangulation method that included literature review, interview and
administration of a dyadic grid that elicited costructs related to job
attitudes of different groups. The subjects for this grid were 50
female university students and 50 male university students, 35
secondary school teachers, and 45 non-manual workers. Common
constructs were obtained and compared between groups according to
gender and occupation variables.

The study includes seven major findings. First, female freshmen
preferred the constructs related to self-assertion and appearance
while male freshmen emphasized job and organization oriented
constructs. Second. teacher and worker groups commonly chose the
constructs related to a positive attitude toward work and
invelvement in human relationships while teachers perceived “job=
orientated women as careless about their families. Third, in order,
parents, students and teachers opinions were the major
determinents in the choice of division in high school such as general
vs vocational and the humanities and social science vs natural science.
Fourth, students decided which major in the university to study
during the last year of high school. Fifth, middle school female
students were more dissatisfied with the career education in their
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schools than male students. They preferred extra-curricular
activities to help them understand their aptitudes and interests.
Sixth. sex-role stereotyping exists in the curriculum, school
textbooks, and attitudes of secondary school teachers. Finally. a high
rate of female students were not aware of the career education
programs in their universities. However. they had a strong need for
career education and legitimate expectations of career guidance by
professors or professionals,

The study concludes with three important points and
recommendations for them. First. high school guidance efforts focus
solely on entering universities and colleges while vocational school
guidance efforts only emphasize entering the job world. Female
students receive no integrated career guidance. Educators should
offer vocational programs even in general high schools and provide
various extra-curricular activities. Further, parents and citizens
should establish programs to monitor the gender biases in educational
practices. Second. cognitive gaps exist in constructs related to
respect for career women between male and female students, and
between female students and workers. Therefore, students, parents,
teachers and citizens should receive programs that narrow the gaps
in career education. Finally, case studies of some schools showed that
the administration in Korean secondary schools could lead career
programs successfully. Therefore, the legitimate concerns of the
educational administrators about career development for female
studenta should be resolved,
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Sook Ja Park

Maternity Protection Policies in Korea:
Problems and Suggestions

Basic concepts and actual measures of the maternity protection policies
in Korea were examined from a critical perspective of womens
reproductive role and equal employment. Menstration leave, 8-week
maternity leave, miscarriage leave, on-gite provision of nursing hours,
child care leave, and child care services are the typical measures specified
in the Labour Standards Act(1953), the Equal Employment Opportunity
Act(1987), and the Child Care Act(1990). The conceptualization of child-
bearing and child-rearing responsibility restricted to mother. not to
parent. was pointed cut as the most critical problem associated with the
measures, As a tentative mothod of correcting the problem, a new
conceptualization of parental responsiblity was suggested by
recategorizing the existing measures and policies into three areas: (1)
Fertility protection policies must be confined to womens reproduction
function itself by making them directly related to pregnancy, delivery,
and nursing. Paid menstration leave could be a measure of overprotecting
fernale workers and should be replaced with an extended maternity leave
of 12 weeks from the existing 8 weeks. (2) The policies associated with
childcare leave and services restricted to mothers should be revised to
become policies for protecting parents’ child- rearing rights applicable to
male workers as well as female workers. (3) The existing policies to
protect female workers, especially pregnant women, from a harmful and
injurious environment should be extended to all workers regardless of sex.




‘AT, £ 8

1 E8aae le] o gy 248 oo oid 128 18] ¢
gk
2 gl ¥ =Rl Faslr] ol o Fof de)x] e Hojojo} #t},
3. fia o= 2002 far 12000 W], == A4 87 200] is) 2 #c
4. AaE Yy ByA g Qe AY £ AE D, dep o=
A Ay $UY ¥ 3 agdd o} fygd 4 ook
5. o 2Py A olv] date Teael el s HAawE olEch
6 RaEH ¢EYE ofe] dF $ngian 4 FuEHE Busa
BE S gl
of) 3@ S E e ol o) BPACE JAs= M
HioD 55 Gay A5 218 Aol E I d Ty o}
(1) #2s] o]fie] B FE Hfodi= olfis 2P ¥
F #E ¢t AaHa, B AEEA g2 e o)g
RUEAER ©F Fh ool sfa)gic),
of 1:--FF(1995) oA 2:-(FUF, 1995)
(2) s olfo] sefoie] He SEE 20 Hale FF &
e},
of [ 8% 2 3(Chodorow, 1978)
(3) 221 BEAad A4 F Agke] ol f§ ©F A e}
of ¢ - (FHF - vhE-F, 1995)
(4) F 7 o) ds) ME o Aed 8 e dEE2 8 Mo
FEF AHEab] Hag FES
of - (R, 1990 wHE-R, 1992)
T =82 A%, A77g 9 Aae] sde] Paig GEAE AL 10
ofuie] Feko s gholl «fec
B #aeE i 145sh o o] o)

CIMCHErm oM T A FHE

oMATAME Of2iEe) SR TlcislR s
Eol= B8O AIHol $An HXE FE=Uc

RS WY E oj2ie TELch
R U A
126-150447-01-230 Haled HqxE
HESF HAUYE &7 & X

w2H
MEREA M2 NES 134 AMNEATE
TEL) 361-3572 FAX ) 392-3673

Mol ARIE0] WU 918l Mool HSSL
A4 EFEEAA UBd S#sE 7I58kdaict

{oHRiE} X9
247 4oy U7 A V4F A9 o) 78 oPff oYk o] §3
Sl94 ol YHR RET PR E 94 $01Y

(78 x|

2ol By Ao AR P4 ded Ped v iad d4a
MY el k¥ oS FE 2 o8y olEA oY oY
o] ¥ & ol A4 At 28 A A Ao T A
B34 Jeong K. Kim Kyong Z. Chung

{LA %24}
g Evks C, 7 $28 g des P37 947 des wie

sha gl uhpy WRG 234 S48 ARY frle fols old oY
ol 9 Haly Haz =49 443 Young K. Rhee Millie Chang

{B1240| X|={)
olFd




A HA T

ML - 1966

| WeEol o] o
WA - e cMRT s 1
QI - BRCixK)
| 1966 128 200 214 4
196 128 29w -
@A MUET AEE 13 212749
s B - e i
HEH) B1-3572  FAX) 392-3673 ‘ol

=H|oRE [






