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Situation of Korean Women under the Japanese Domination

Situation of Korean Women in the Last Days of the Japanese Colonial Rule

In relation to the women’s position under the Japanese colonial rule, the Japanese
colonial government reorganized the Choson family system by implanting the Japanese family
registration system, and used the system as a medium for government to control each family
unit, to deny the Choson women of the traditional right of inheritance and to deprive them of
their legal capacity. Moreover, the Japanese colonial government demanded that Choson
women, suffering utter inequality, conform to the colonial rule and the social system of
patriarchy. In the time of war, in particular, the colonial government not only exploited the
women’s labor but also forced them to contribute to the war effort by childbearing to replenish
the military and labor force.

In addition to schools, the Japanese colonial government utilized all levels of local
administrative organs (province, county, district, township, etc.) and the police force to mobilize
the female labor force. For the mobilization of labor force for factories, the common practice
was to go to each district for recruitment. In such cases, petty officials of local administrative
organ and the police worked as recruiters. In the state of forced occupation, the employment
opportunity was extremely limited, and the wage for Korean factory workers were very low, one
fourth of the wage of Japanese male workers and half that of Japanese female workers. For
* Korean female workers, the wage was below the sustenance level. '

The military comfort statlons and the military comfort women system that the
Japanese imperial government 1mplem?nted at the time when Japan launched a massive
warfare—the Manchu Invasion, the Sino-Japanese War, and the Pacific War, are closely
connected to licensed prostitution and tl;e extant structure of prostitution. The connection is
obvious in that the basis for introducing‘ the military comfort women sysfem is closely linked
with the purpose behind the creation of ficensed prostitution, which also greatly influenced the
guidelines of operation for the military c}omfort stations. Especially in time of war, there is a
tendency for the duplication or incorporfc‘ltion of licensed prostitution into the military comfort
women system. However, there is a difjference between thé two systems in that, in the case of
the latter, both the government and thje military are directly involved in the maintenan:ce,
management and operation of the military comfort stations. ;

The licensed prostitution was originally introduced in the Japanese settlement that \;vas
established wﬁen Choson opened its povrts to Japan. With Choson as the battlefield for the
Sino- Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War, Japanese introduced brothels became common

in cJapanese settlements.  Such brothels disseminated nationwide in Choson during the period
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of forced Japanese occupation, affecting the lives of Choson people.

Human trafficking, fraud, and threat were the common causes that led most of Choson
women into prostitution. Under the Japanese colonial rule, the government authorized
trafficking of women by parents, husbands, and relatives, and this in turn legalized human
trafficking. The government authorization of women trafficking encouraged fraudulent human
trafficking. The plundering by Japan after its occupation of Choson led to the collapse of
social and economic systems of Choson, turning many Choson women into prostitutes. Given
these circumstances, towards the last days of Japanese colonial rule when the mobilization of
military “comfort women,” along with the control of prostitution, was carried out in full-scale in
Choson, it is likely that the women already workihg as prostitutes were the first target for the

mobilization.



