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Washington Coalition for Comfort Women Issues, Inc.
1155 Ol Gale Court, Melean, VA 22102 + Tyl (703) 356-5151 » Foax (703) 356 1525

Dccember 3, 1996

LATEST NEWS AND INFORMATION

Today the 1.8, Department of Juatiee Office of Special Investigations anmounced the attached
News Release concerning “SUSPECTLED JAPANESE WAR CRIMINATLS PLACED ON
“WATCH LIST” OF EXCLUIDARLE ALIENSY,

1 would like to request that you will disseminate to the appropriate interested parties.
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IJongwdo T.ee TTahm
Presigent, WCCW
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Justice

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | : CRM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1896 (202) 514-2008
| TDDh (202) S514-13832

first Tinme Ja nthn War crsno Buspects
fave Roep Placed sa List

The Justice Dapaxtnanﬁ announaed tohay that 16 Japanese
citigzens have been placed cn the U.S. Governmant' tyatchlist" of
aliens who are ineligikle t? enter the United %tates. Those
placed on the watchlist nicher vers memhers cf Japanege Impezial
Army units that conduated zyhunnna and frequently fatal
exparinents on humans or ware invelved in the operatien of the
so~called "copfort woman st§tions," where hundreds ¢f thousands

of Women were forged to have sexual relations with Imperial Army

|
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offzcers and enlistesd men.
Eli M. Rosanbaum, the Birestor of Lhe Office of Special
Inveetiqationa, seid that t#a men whase namas hava heen added to
““"the watchlist are nov prohi#ited from ehcerigg the United States
by 8 U.,5.C, Sectien 1i82(a) i(3) (B), Xnown as tie “Holtzman
amendnent." Tha% law bars individuals who, in associatien with
or under the diractioh of N?zi Germany or any government that was
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an ally of Nazi Gernahy.ipatticipatad in agts of persccuticn
during Woarld wWar IJ. |

some ¢f the men b&iti\g barred frop aentering the United States
were memkers of '"Onit 733," an infamous Japanese Army detachment
in Manchuria that candumied inhmne and fregquently lethal
pesoudo-rmedisal expor&mcnﬂg - inaludirg vivigaction -- on
theusands of hon*‘volm\#ﬁﬂ‘r prisoners ¢f war and ¢jvilians. These
acts have been dpcuaante$ and aescribéd in U.s. and Japanese
publications, !

Thie other men 1neliJible to ontez the United states are
suspected of involvemant ?n the ¥mperial Army’s establishment,
maintenange and utilizatign oY forced sex centers. Women and
girls ‘wera taken principa£1y from Korma, Cbina, Taiwan, the
Philippines, H&lQYSLa, Bu.'fma and what n.s new Indonesia. They
ware held captive in the bacmfart stations™ and, as noted in the
1994 report, Qgg{g;&wﬂgmﬁé, issued by the Geneva-based
International Commission #r Jurists, ﬁWere beaten and tortured in
addition to being rapeateély raped day after day by officers and
soldiers.” i

only a few of the pefpetrntors vare tried, all by the Dutch
gevernhant, for V&ntﬁmiziﬁg Puteh women in Indoneasia. In
regponse té demands made gy international weman’s and human
rights greups, the SQPQHQ4G Sovernment: upndertook an
investigation, and in 1994 releaged mumerous documents that
centirm the official involvement &f the Japanese Army in the
vperation of the Comfort H;aman- gtations.

This is the first ﬁiﬂg that indi#idualﬁ not invelved in

European atrocities ware placed on the watehlist under a 1979 law
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barrinq individuale %uplicated in acts of persecution committo -
under the auspices o# Nazi aarnanﬁ or its wartime allies fyom
traval %o the Unitadéstatee. Hz“nosanbaum, whosge office
anforces the law, aa#d it wasg axpdctad what additional former
members of tha anano%o armed forces§ would be added to the

watohlist as the inveatigation continues.

Xore than ona huAdred nunpactbd participants in Nazi-
speonsored parsacution‘xn wartime Europe have bean prevented frc.
entering the upnited Statca since 1939, when the Office of Speci
Invastigations pegan qompiling statistins on this aspect of its
work. More than 60,00 1ndivzdua1m asscciated with Nazi
persecution have been placed on the watchlist since 0SI‘s 13979
creation. { |

Teday’s aetion beiuma yosaxblu as increased doeumentation
and witness teatimsny ﬁbout Japanege way crimes became available
Lo researchers in receﬁt Years, The Cfflce of Special
Investigations hired a ?apaneae-speakinq staff member to work oun
thege cases. , i

§aid Director Ros.hbaum, "A varitable eXplosion in interest

n these orimes on the part of acbolars and the internationpal
human rights coNRUnity £3de it possible to conclusively identify
suspects.!" Rosenbaum nxpraased gratitude for the “outstanding
assistance! hig office ﬁeceived from contacts in the academic
world and human rights arganzzatxonb in the United States, Japan
and elsewheras. |

"By barring from tnb United Stﬁtes thiose suspectad of acte

of peraecution in unit 731 or in thd forced sex centers, the U.S.
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Government ig demonstrat‘.inq that it remember the vietims and
their ﬁutfe.rmq, and t-hqt it wants ta deter gthers from
oomztt.ing such heinous 'acts,“ sai.d ha:emaum.
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