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Hiz Excellemw Mr. Boutros Boutros=Ghali

Secretary General of the United Nations

ey York, ew York 10017

L.5.4, Februarv 25, 1992,

fszar Mp, Secrotary (eneral:

For the ourpose of securing muman rients for the Boreans living in
Jabah. we ndve previous|vocunaitted to Secretary General tuo decuments. Yoluse 4
and Volume B, dated Ootober &4, 1977, and the third. Volume C. dated March 12,
P80, In sugust 1980, our petition was adooted by fhe Working Group of the LA,
Commission on Humgan Rizhts and it was depated by the Sub-commission on Human
Rlghts. (m Yarcn 3. 1981, a recreseptative of Japan vas called before a closed
meeting of the full Commission. where the matter wvas discussed for an hour.

Ten vears later. on June 23, 1990 and on February 20, 1991 respectively,
ve have alzo subaitted to Commission on Human Rights the documents entitled
Liberation of tbe Korean Minoritv in Japan im which the issues of Fimgerprint,
Francnise, the Right of Residence. and the Right of acquiring citizenship were
ralmed, we belieye that this document was adopted by the Working Group of
Commission on Human Rights and discussed at the Sub—cosmission as well,

Thiz time. we, together with the korean Council for the Women drafted
Fuor Militarv Sexual Service bv Japan, are raising the issue of Military Comfort
Lomen i Ju Gen T oAn Fu b oBv which 200,000 Rorean women were drafted and forced
to serve Lhe Japanese soldiers as sexual slaves by Japanese military and
governmental authorities from 937 to 1945,

i lave the opour o reaguest your swacarhic cobcern and supgort for this
pssue s that those victims could be appropriateiy compensated and the human
rignts of women never be violated.

uur sttention 5 hiehly appreciated and may God"s all blessings be upon
you &nd vour restonsibilities.
Sinceraiy vours,

s ol AR

Rew. CHOI Chang Hea.,

President @Q‘M‘J! cﬂ L {}ﬂ,vm\



ROREAN COMFORT WOMEN ( JU GUK T AN FL )
by Rev. CHOI Chang Hwa

In 1592, 400 vears ago, when she has invaded Korea under the leadership
of Tovotomi Hidevoshi, Japanese military corps have killed hundreds of thousands
of Korean people and drafted 50,000 people by force, and sold them as slaves to
India, Philippines and Macao with chesp price.

In 1923 when Tokvo Eross esrthguake disaster took place, about 6,000
horean pectle were killed by Japanese siaply because they were Koreans. Japanese
autharities, howsver, have pever made apology and pever attespted to make
compensation for this victims,

From 1837 to 1545, about 1,500,000 Koreans were drafted by Japan and
forced to work in the mines, for erecting airports and military establishments.
Particularlv, 200,000 Korean women froa 12 vears old were deafted in the name of
"women's Voluntary Lsbour Corps™ and forced to do sextual services davs and
nights for Japancse soldiers as Comfort Women in the Japanese military areas in
South East Asias, China as well as in Japan.

On February 13, 1988, in Kitakvushu, Fukuoksa, T met with two
representat ives including Mrs. Yun Chumg Ok of Korea Church Women United and we
dizcussed the pogsibilities of collecting witnesses as well as documents related
fo the issue of Comfort Women and agreed to Investigate it

RITHESSES OF COMFORT WOMEN
17 Case of Mme BAE Bong Ki. the first vitmess In Japan

This issue besan to be revealed by the testiminy of Mme. BAE Bong Ki.
Thee first witmess., She was drafted In 1944 amd out in the island called
Todashiki in (kinovh and forced to do sexual serveces for several tens of
guldiers o dav, She Bas survived mirsculous|y during the Okinava war. There were
wore: bhah 1,000 Korean Comfort Women in kinswa al that time. The full story of
Mo BAE bong ki was meoe & povie in Lhe name of "Oid Womsn of Okinswva™ directed
by Mr. Yagava Detzeo throwgh which the iszue was publiclzed For the first tise,
Ty were abfss & book optitled ™ A House of Red Tile ™ which described tiswe
tragic Fife of Mme, BAE. A part of her witness iz contained in the film called
" A Same oof Arirane U directed by Mr. PARE Soo Nam, The book ™ Corps of Emperor
and kopesn Comfort Woemen” written by Mr, KIM T1 Mvun also contributed to
pubs pcize the izsue in the Javapnese socletyv, She has lived in Nahashi,. Okinsws
amnd ended her e on (ctober 16, 15991 at the age of seventv-seven.



On January 9, 1992, [ heard the story of Mme BAE from the husband of
Mrs. KIM Hyun Ok who had had a good friendship with Mme. BAE for long time. I
also visited the temple Toshin of Tomikusuku where her remaing of the desd are
laid.

On October 27, 1950 a memorial service for Comfort Women took place in
the island Tokishiki. In the service Mrs. KIM Jung Hwo, the secretary of
Association of Fighting for the Acquisition of the Human Rights of Xoreans in
Japan and at the same time president of Association of Women of korean Churches
in Japan also participated.

2) Mpe. KIM Hak Soon, the first witness in Korea

Mme KTM Hak Soon who was 67 wears old in 1391 and living in Seoul sald
that she was a Comfort Woman and appealed that her pent up resenteent should be
revended before she dile, She wvas drafted In 1940 at the age of 16 and sent to
tin: middle part of China and forced to do sexual services for four or five
soldiers a dav. She escaped in three sonths.

Simnce this kind of career is shapeful in Korean context, nobody has
dared to confess that she has been 8 Comfort Woman. Japanese government has
alwavs denied their responsibilities. ™ Since Japanese government is demying the
fact, | dare appear as a living witmess.™ said Mse KIM Hak Soon. Her husband and
two children died vears ago and she lives in a very poor cordition.

CONCLLSTON

Recently more and more witnesses are appearing. This issue needs to be
clarified as & historical reality for a historical lesson so that next
generation do not take the same mistake., The past shouldn't be forgotten but
repembered exactly for the true peace and reconciliation betwesn the two
countries.

The consciousness of human rights has been stired up through the
struggles for human rights of Koreans living in Japan in 1970s and refusal of
fingerprint in 1980s. The human right struggle also encouraged Koreans in Japan
to establish their self-soverignty.

The purpose of raising the issue of Comfort Wosen is to charge inhumane
crime of sexual slavery and to restore the human dignity of those Korean Women
who had been victimized, This will also be a way to secure the human rights of
Korean ethnic people living in Japan.
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OHITED NATIONS

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
Forty-aighth session
Aganda item 11

PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGETS

BEUMAN RIGHTS AND ARMED GROUPS —THE SUDANESE PEQPLE’S LIBERATION
ABMY AND UGANDAHN HOSTAGES

Tn itz resolusion 1991,/29 4he Commission requested all
ra*pcrtaurz and workins E:#u?? tc pay attention Lo acis commitied
‘;..' armed £roups .&"‘"ej.zk}' effecting buman rights, and azked the
Secretary-General to collect relevant information on this topic.

Internaticnal Educational Bava_u§ﬁ31h rings to the

zttentian of +he Commizzicn the situation of nnstaEEE being beld
by the Sudanese People's Liberation Movement {ihe SPLM) ancd 1%ts
Army {+he SPLA). A number of soldiers from the Ugandan A"t“ had

fled Uganda seeking refuge in Sudan. Unfortuately, the EPL
abducted them and haz either forcibly conzcripted them or 'nnlds
them in detention.

Cne of these prisoner/hostages i= Lt. Soleomon Onyango
Mariki, whose brother, a refugee in Horway, reports that in 1988,
EPJL.+aadeL John Garang gave zaptured Ugandans the choice of
joining his army or fending for themselves. Those who chose to
fend for themszelves, inclu d;ﬁE Lt. Onyango Mariki, wers
recaptured, iried in "tribunals" and imprisoned. Since that time,
they have been subjected to exiremely harsh-itrsatment and remain
hostages.

This situation is not unigue. IED proposss that io



addition to attention being made to these situations by
rapporteurs and working groups, the Commisszion should prepare an
annual list of persons known to be hostages, including the state
or entity suspected of holding them. The holding powersz should
alsc be asked +tc respond to inguiries by the Commisszion.
Governments with contacts with suspected holding powers should be
asked to carry out inguiries and repcrt on the outcomeszs cf them.
Particular situations, such asz that now inveolving the SFLA,
should be addressed by resclution.

LONG-AGD VIOLATIONS -- JAPAN

Certain other szituations defy easy solution, especially
gross viglations that have occurred some time ago. Nonetheless,
the victim=z of old viclations continue to zeek remedies. In order
+to be consistent, all viclations, including old ones, reguire a
ramady for victims

An example of the kind of gross violation ccourring years
ago that still cry out for redress i= the situation of Rorean
girls and women abducted by Japanese forces during World War II
as sex slaves, under a system known as Jugun ianfu. These wvictims
have received no remedy for a variety of reasons, including --
(1) lack of access tc domestic legal systems; {2) failure of
domestic legal systems to take cases of this nature, in spite of
the Finternational character of human rights law; (3) political
pressures among states involwved.

Becauze of +the graviiy of thiz type of ocffense,
identified az a war crime under international humanitarian law
and as a crime against humanity if occurring in peace time, IED
believes there should be some intermaticnal forum where cases
could be brought and where the parties could seek mediation and
settlement.

Our attormey Etsuro Totsuka and Japanese Diet member
Shoji Motooka have been investigating the situation of seuual
enslavement of Korean girls and women and the enslavement of
other Xoreans by the Japanese Imperial Army. In response to them,
the Japanese government did not deny allegations made in the
Diet's Budgetary Committee of the enslavement of 1.5 million
Koreans, many of them as sex slaves. The late Mr, Sedijyurec
Arafune, former Vice-Chair of the Japanese House of
Fepresentatives alleged that 57.9% of those compulsorily enslaved
died in enslavement, including 143,000 young Korean girls and
women. These acts should not be either forgotten nor should
survivor's needs for remedy be ignored.



In January, 1992, the goveroment of Japan offerd an
apolcgy and statement of remorse to the Korean people through the
governments of North and South FKorea. However, the Japanese
government offered nothing for the victims in terms of
compensation or other “"effective remedy" as reguired by Article B
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Japanese claims (1)
that the situation was resolved by an 1985 agreement between
South Eorea and Japan; (2) that the burden of proocf iF not on
their side; and {(2) that it will sit by until a Tokyo District
Court issues a judgment are not convincing as a defepnse for the
government’s inaction on this issue.

IED iz convinced that the international community can
usefully participate in sclutions teo long-ago viclations such as
thi=z one. In particular, the Commi=sicn on Human Rights could set
up a mediation panel whose mandate would include providing
suggested remedies, including compensation, for victims. Cne
model is the Commission on Truth set up in E1 Salvador under the
auspices of the United Nations and composed of three highly
regarded international figures. The UN Commission could also
reguest the Sub-Commisszion's Rapporteur on Compensation to study
thisdzypa of situation and to make recommendations regarding
rame a5,

The Statement by IED (February 17, 1992)

The Statement by the representative of the Japanese Government, Mr. Sezaki
Katsumi , February 19, 19492

1. The Japanese governemnt asknowledged the involvement of the Japanese
Imperial Army with Ju Gun I An Fu ([ Comfort Women )

2. The Japanese Prime Minister Mr. Miyazawa apoligied and expressed his
remorse to Korean people.

3. As for compensation, a judicial inquiry is under way for individual cases.
Therefore the Japanese government is not in the position to comment on it.

4. It will devote itself to further investigation.



HISTCORICAL BACKGROUOND
) VICLATIONS CF RIGHIS OF KCREAN PECPLE BY JAPAN

In 1910, Japan annexed Borea using military force +to
cbtain from that country a treaty of cessation. Korea remained a
colony of Japan umtil August 1945, when Japan surrendered Lo the
allied forces, :

During the period of cccupation, Korean pecple were
forced into subjugation of the Emperor of Japan and deprived of
many human rights, iacluding the right to language.

During Worléd War II, thers was lazge-scale traffieing in
Korsans, and an estimated 1.5 million Koreans were enslaved and
sent to Japan where they served the Japanesc military cfiszt. o
costimated 58% died in Japanesze hands.

According to Korean witnesses, Japanese forces surrcunded
Korean villages, most of the inhabitants wers capturad and then
sent 1o Japan where they were forced into heavy labour, liviang in
tarracks called fako-beva undewr Japaness guard with little

e
chance of ezcape. Tootuze was a daily practicsa, and nmnaloutrition
aAnd other mistrEatmont was o major fackor in the hundrads o

e e - -
thousands of ‘deaths.

avich fell o women and girls, under a

g Jugan Ianfu--literally "weonmen who g0 o
the Z-ant to confox oldiers"”. Most of the Korean girls and
women were not professional prostitutes, but were forced into
gexual serviitude. At the time of surrender, an estiimated BC,000
Jugun ianfy ware founé in brothels in the Japanese-occupied
territories -- most of them Rorean.

The werst situ
FE¥=-siave system call
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The brothels were under the control of the Jaganesa
Imperial Forcas, and fraguently on the military front lines. The
late Mr. Saiiyero, Iformer YVisce-Chairman cf the Hous
Reprasenptativazs in the Dist of Japan,allasged that 142,000 Horsac
Sumgan fanfy disd in Japaness captivity.
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WWIIi Korean ‘comfort mw..._m_ seek compensation

Calling for justice 50 years af-
ter the start of the Pacific War,
three Korean women forced to be-
come prostitutes for Japanese
soldiers and other Korean con-
scripis who never received pay
filed suit against the Japanese
government Friday for 700 mil-
lion yen in compensation.

It was the first time lormer
“comiort girls"* publicly demand-
ed redress for their suffering from
the Japanese government.

In parliamentary debate,
government officials have
shunned responsibility lor the es-
timaned 100,004 1o 200,00 wom-
en lorced 1o engage in scx with
Japanese soldiers, maintaining
they were under private
management.

Chiel Cabinet Secretary Koichi
Kato commented Frday thar the
government faces dilficulties be-
cause i3 searches have failed o

turmn up evidence that the govern-
ment was involved.

The suit, filed at the Tokya
District Court by 35 former
Korean conscripts, workers, and
their bereaved family members, is
the latest effort by Japan's form-
er colonial subjeets to win govern-
ment recognition for wartime
abuses.

The plaintifls are cach demand-
ing 20 million yen,

Kim Hak-sun, 69, who at age
17 was told a “good job'' was
waiting for her and was subse-
quently shipped to an  army
brothel in China, said she was
“lucky™ to be in Japan 1o press
her case because thousands of
women like her perished in for-
eign lands,

“Why dees the Japanese
government lie and 3ay it is not
involved? | can't allow it,"" she
said in a rearful and angry state-

ment at & pews conference.

“If possible [ want my youth
requrned,’" she sad,

Ohther plaintiffs made emotion-
al pleas for compensation for in-
Jjuriez suflered dunng the war,
and boss of life of their loved ones,

“Fifty years after the war the
government has done nothing to
compensate us."" said Lee Yong-
han, 79, who lost his nght fore-
arm when a Japanese ship he was
on was blown up in seas near
Taiwan.

*"The government has ignored
our plight, which can only mean
it hobds us in contempt,"™ he said,

While the Japanese govern-
ment has paid compensation 1o
Japanese veterans, it says i has
no otligaiion (o femmver conscoipis
who are no longer Japancse
n.m__.uh:m.

The japanese government also
maintaing that it has paid war in-

demmnities at the government lev-
el and has no chligation to meet
individual claims.

Emphasizing that the govern-
ment regards compensation a
closed case, Foreign Minister
Michio Watanabe told a Diet
committee Thursday that pay-
ments (o individuals would create
a substantial tax burden, creating
unmanageable financial prob-
lems for the government.




Gov’t softens stance on ‘comfort girls’

‘Comfort girls’ story to unfold in court

By Jocelyn Ford
Kyodo News Service

It was 1942, Lee Jin-hes, then
15, was on her way home rom the
southern Korean port city of Pu-
san where she had gone 1o gawk
al the city's first escalator when
she was intercepted by three men.

‘They enticed her with promises
of a lucrative job in .._'“w?.:un
military appare]l factory. Belore
she knew what was happening,
two of the men hustled her to the !
port and shoved her aboard 3
ship.

Her final destination: a remote
military camp on New Britain ls-
land, Papua New Guinea, where
she spent the next three years in
a church transformed inte a

, December 8, 1991

brathel.

Her captors told her 1o watch
a woman performing sex, and or-
dered Lee (not her real name) to
do likewize. When she refused,
she was beaten,

Until the end of World War 11,
trucks would rumble up to the
church daily, disgorging soldiers
into lines vo wait their turm,

For Lee, the days were spent
accommodating 10 to 15 soldicrs,
with occasional breaks to flee o
bomb shelicrs.

Frotn 1937 to 1945 as many as
200,000 young women, mainly
from Korea, were delivered to
military outposts around Asia
where they were forced to provide
sexual services for Japanese sol-
diers, historians say.

Filty years later their traumat-
ic story is being told by three sur-
vivors, who, in a race against
time, are demanding the Japancse
government at last be held ac-
countable for their suffering and
pay compensation.

Lee, 64, Kim Hak-sun, 69, and
a third plaintill, who also request-
ed anonymity, fled suit Friday
against the Japanese government,
each secking 20 million yen.

According to the few known ex-
isting documents and testimony
by former military doctors, the
practice of dispatching "‘comlort
girls" 1o military oulposls was
streamlined afier soldiers went on
a rampage in the 1937 Nanjing

massacre, raping and murdering
Chinese civilians by the thou-
sands. -

Military officials calculated that
soldiers would be more orderly if
they could engage in sex, but they
were concerned about the spread
of sexually transmitted discascs,
according to decuments present-
ed by the plaintills to the Tokyo
District Court.

The solution was young wom-
en from Korea, then a Japanese
colony, where deeply entrenched
Confucian valucs virually as-
sured they would have no previ-
ous sexual experience, the women
say.

Described at the time as “gifis
to the Imperial Army,'" the wom-
en were confined to military bar-
racks, where, according to regula-
tions spelléd out by the army's
education branch, they were ex-
pected 1o provide services from
noon to midnight, the women say.

Pained by Tokyo's denial that
neither the government nor the
military pariicipated in forced
prostitution, Kim said she decid-
ed to file suit to prevent her ex-
perience [rom being forgotten,

The Japanese government
repeated Friday that it has not yet
found documents proving official
government involvement. In
earlier statements the government
has asserted the brothels were the
work of privale companies.

Japan, softening its claim (ha
the government bears ne respon-
sibility for World War 11 **com-
fart girls,” said Wednesday it is
prepared 1o take into considera-
tion the sullerings of an unknown
number of Korean women forced

to engage in sex with Japanese
soldiers. :

““We must take into considera-
tion the suffering and scars that
were inflicied under past circum-
stances, and not respond to this
legalistically on the basis of a2

treaty,”” Chief Cabinet Secretary
Koichi Kate told a regularly
scheduled news conference.

Kato's remarks followed an
oflicial request by the South
Korean government Tuesday to
provide a list of the Korean wom-
en who were dispatched to
brothels on the front lines.

" Some 100,000 ta 200,000 wom-
en, mostly from Korea then un-
der Japanese rule, were allegedly
forced to become **comfort grls™
to Japanese soldiers,

Japanese officials earlier main-
tained that the women were un-
der private management and that
war reparations had already been
addressed by a treaty with the
South Korean government.

Kato said the government also
plans to intensify its investigation

"in the wake of heightened public

interest in the issue and the first
public statements by actual vie-
tims. The results will be relayed
to Seoul, he said.

The chiel government spokes-
man did not say whether the in-
vestigation would be concluded in
time for Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa's visit to Seoul, expect-
ed in mid-]anuary.

Last week three former comiort
wormnen wha said they were forced
o provide sexual services 1o
Japanese saldiers during the war,
along with 32 other South
Korcans aceking reparations for
wartime abuses, [iled suit
demanding compensation.

It was the first time for former
“comfort girls"' to call publicly for
Japan to state its involvement and

“award compensation.

Each plaintifl is seeking 20 mal-
lion yen.

The government, following a
visit here by South Korean Presi-
dent Roh Tae-woo in the spring
of 1990, initially said the women
would be included in a list of
forced laborers that it planned 1o
turn over 1o Seoul.

Nogtember s2. 287/



Documents

oov’t to ‘comfort girls’

DNocuments found in the
Diclense Ageney hilirary paiepeort-
cilly slicw e warlime Japanese
Linprerial Ariny's role in the foreed
prostitution of “comfart women'
misily frum ._._..._E._.r.._.‘ SOANMCCS e
veabeil Savurdivy,

e cxmistence of the documents
wiriled comermlicn the Japancse
govermanent’s asserions that the
Jagrnese nalitary played no part
i rupmng broghels for Japancie
sulilices i China.

A Clhuo Ulniversity professor in
Tokyo s the five documents

e

January 12, 1992

in the library Friday among clas-
sified letters exchanyed between
the Army Ministry and Japancse
forces in China and i diarics
written by units in China,

An Army Mimistry ducumem
dated Murch 4, 1938 vrdered
Jorces stationed in China 1o con-
trol the recruitment of the forced
prostitutes, and attention pad 1o
keeping the [orees' dignity and
avoiding social problems in
recruiling.

Alsa a report incorporated in
the document, dated April 1939
and drawn up by forces stationed
in south China, says that the mili-
tary police controlled 223 comfort
irls in the castern pant of
Guangdong.

A document written by a siall
officer of the Japanese forces in
porth China i July 1938 asked
for the quick establishiment of
comfort facilities 1o ollsel raping
by Japanese soldiers and the en-
suing anli-Japanese sentiment.

Yoshiaki Yoahimi, the profcs-
sor who found the decuments,
says that a_japanese maluary doc-
tor in Shanghai-reported that 80
percent of the loreed prostitutes
were Koreans, though the above
documents do not mention
whether they were Koreans.

“The documenis clearly show
that the Japanese Ariny recruiied
and managed (comfori girls). The
Japanese government should sur-
vey, apologize and compensate en
the maiter,”" il Yoshime

Ichiro Yoneyama, direcior of
the Defence Research Institute
where the documents were found,
said that he cannot commaent an
whether the delunct Japanese Limn-
perial Army was involved in the
case.

Meanwhile, in Hokkaido, a
group of rescarchers on comfort.
girls found a draft document that
supports the Imperial Army's
plan 1o invite Korean and Chinese
women as prostitutes to Japan.

The draft; drawn up by the
Army Ministry dated March 22,
1940, is on the transportation of
Chinese laborers o Japan, and
the fifih clause of article 11 of the
document is on *'the invitation of
Chinese, Koreans and prostitutes
in light of the sexual desire” of
laborers, It was found in a muse:
um in Sapporo on the history of
Hokkaido's development.

“"Whether the plan was carried
put is unclear, but the draft docs
prove the involvement of the
Japanese Army in the dealing of
comfort girls,'" said the
restarchers.

Some 100,000 o 200,000 wam-
en, mostly from Korea then un-
der Japancse rule, were allegedly
farced o work as prostitutes dur-
ing World War I1.

Three former comfort guls
from South Korea have hled a suit
secking compensation [rom the
Japanese government.

{Compiled from Mainichi and
Kyoido reporis)
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'Gov’t apologizes
to ‘comfort girls’;
reparations planned

T'hie guvernment s chiel2pokes-
rnan forinadly apelogized Monday
Fiar il limperial Anoy's involve-
mend i forcesl recruitment and
preostitution of Koreans annd otler
Muan wermen al military brothels
duting World War 1.

"The [apanese povernment
ellers an apology and cxpresses iis
renporse,”” Chiel Calinet Secre-
tary Koichi Kawo said in a stane-
moend pegarding Asian women
leveed] 1o provide sexual favors w
Japancse soldicrs during e war.
0's staternent is the govern-
ineni’s Nirst officeal acknowledg-
ment of the “cemfont wormen'”
sl came three days belore Prime
Wlinister  Kiichi  Miyazawa is
seheduled 1o leave for Seoul.

Clompensation for the women
will be handled scparately Trom
[RrCY HOLS wall Fe el un areange-
wiviaes due o “ematmnal jngu-
s ey sullered, Cluel Cibane
Secrclary Koichi Kato told a
regulardy scheduled news con-
Rivaice,

1hie government had repeated-
by manmstained there was oo ovi-
denee of governient panicipation
e provading  some  FOO,000 10

200,000 “comlort gicls'' 1o
Japanese soldiers on the front
lines, ansel thiat the rompensation
issue was closed with a 1965 war
reparalicns ireaty, v

"W are still i the midst of the
investigation, and a this stage we
can't say the extent (o which (ihe
army) was invaolved,'" Kato said,
" But, based on vanous materials,
we cannot deny thing the arrmy was
involved. "

The change cumes one month
alter thiree former “comiburt mrls™
filed sun agamst the govermment
here _.__..n.rm__i. ﬁ_:_:__._....-ﬂ..:.._.u: and
recogmnon of iy past deeds.

Kato sand he wished wo wan for
the court decision before expand-
ing on how Japan woull make
CORpensation,

Tt igsue i3 expeeted 10 come
up it mectings between Miyaza-
wa awml Prosadent Roh “Tae Woo
during the poane soeester’s three-
day visil.

I'he apuogy fullowed recent
revielations thal Defense Agency
archives conlain documents
detanling the Japaness military's
mle in recruiting **comior wom-
en."'

10



Schoolgirls linked to foreed labor

SEOUL (Kyodo) — Twa in-
Nuential South Korean dailies
Tuesday carried repons that the
warfime Japanese governmens
forcefully conscripied Korean
sixth-grade primary school girls
for labor in Japan.

The Dong-a libo and Joong-
ang llbo devoted considerable
space to the reponts which daimed
evidence for the allegation that the
girls were actually pressed into a
“wolunteer corps™ was contained
in a schoal register recently locat-
ed in a school in Seoul.

The new revelations are likely
to fan anti-Japanese opinion in
South Korea where during World
War I, the term “‘volunteer
corps’" was also used as a euphe-
mism for so-called **comforn

women'" forced into serving as
prostitutes for the Japanese Im-
perial Army.

The record cited as evidence for
ihe charge was made in the final
stages of the war at Pangsan
Primary School, since closed, in
central Secul. It was Jocated by
Masae Ikeda, 69, a former
teacher who worked at the schosl,

Ikeda, whao now lives in Tkoma
City in Mara Prefecture, was in-
volved in arrangements for con-
scripting girls at the time, but
elaims she did not knew the real

" reason for their conscription,

She recently locared the docu-
ments stored al another school
while trying to find out what hap-
pened 1o the girls.

Ikeda said that out of & dlass of

(Gov’t considering relief

The government is considering
possible reliel measures for form-
er forced laborers in Souwh Korea
Chiel Cabiner Secretary Koichi
Kato was quoted as saying
Tuesday.

However, Kato reiterated the
governmeni's long-running
stance that the government would
not provide individual compensa-
tion for their sufferings, the offi-
cials sad,

Kato disclosed the new govern-
ment move in a meching with Sa-
diav Yamahana, secrerary-general
of Mo, 1 opposition Social
Democranie Parny (3DF). Kao
was guoted as saying, Il there
are any good ideas amone the
SDP, plesse comact the poverns

ment.

The government maintains the
stand that the issue of war repa-
rations was sctiled at the govern-
ment level in a 1965 reary
between Japan and South Korca.

It is the first time that a senior
government official has spoken of
possibie reliel for former forced
laborers, a wvinual “‘compen-
sation. "

Observers said the government
apparently _.u_m_.hu.u pave the way
for & settlemient through political
decision, while maintaining the
general policy of nor compensal-
ing individunal viceims,

Meanwhile, citizens groups
called on the povernment Tues-
day 10 compeniaw the pramanly
horcan victims for its admaned
rale i wartime forced  pros-
tuion,

70 girls, five were sent to Japan
in July 1944 and one in February
1945,

She said all were repored ar the
time 10 have gone 1o a factory in
Toyama Prefecture run by the
construction  machinery maker
Fujikoshi Waorks, predecessor 1o
the present-day Nachi Fujikoshi
Corp.

The factory made airplanes at
the time and the girls reponediy
rﬁ_ﬂqﬁ choice but 10 work there.

"The Japanese rnment is
dlaiming it had Eﬁa do with
the drafiing of laborers, but there
was a queda given 1o the school by
the education commirtee,"" Tkeda
said.

"It is clear the government was
involved,"" she said.

for victims

Seven representatives from 13
groups dealing with Japan-
Korean issues made the plea ina
meeting with Deputy Chiel Cali-
net Secretary Motogi Kondo ar the
Prime Minister's Official Resi-
dence.

They gave him a statememt
calling Japan's aggression and
1910-1945 colonial rule of the
Korean Peninsula “injustice,”
saying that as a matier of the
Japanese society’s honor and
trust, the government should for-
mally apologize and pledge com-
pemEarion.

The groups” statement aluo
called for preserving historical
buildings, establishing memaoral
museums, and giving correen
descripions in textbooks so a8 no
W repeat the “imjustice, "

T 16,1592

Pacific War veterans call
‘Comfort Women’ hot line

Dozens of Japanese Imperial
Army vererans called a hot line
Tuesday 1o tell of theic ex-
periences using the services of
“comfon women'' prostitutes in
World War 11, a hot line organiz-
er said,

All but five of the roughly 70
calls logged by *'Comfont Wom-
en 110" a temporary telephone
service organized by civic groups,
on is first day came from men,
Keiko Yasuhara said,

Nearly 50 were men in their 70s
whao, as enlisted men in the war,
“did not have any [moral)
doubis™ about having sex with
the women, said Yasuhara, a
member of a Japanese group sup-
porting South Koreans who filed
a suit against the Japanese
government last month secking
compensation, charging forced
sex and conscription,

Cine former soldier said he felt
no guilt at the tme 2nd was an-
gered when a woman repeatedly
cursed him in Korean, Yasuhara
sl

But now, she quoied the man
as saying he fecls very painiul
when he thinks of the woman,

Another said the povernment
should pav pensions 10 lormer
““eomdort women,"" 4% i dors 1o

former soldiers, and another eried
while recalling his experiences
with the forced prostinaes, she
said,

But not all were sympatheiic,
Yasuhara said, citing one man
whi said he knew many women
who were making more money
than he. She said sympathetic
calls sutnumbered unsympather-
ie ones six o four.

Many of the callers talked
about Korean women, but some
speke of Chinese and Japanese
women, and one refereed 1o a 10-
year-old Chinese girl forced 10 be
a prostitute, she said.

Nine civic groups of | apanese
and South Korean residems an

Japan set up the hot line 10 cal-,

lect information on ' combor
women,”' mostly from Japanese-
occupied Korea, who were forced
to work in military brothels.

The groups installed the hot
line two days before Prime
Mdirisaer Kicht Mivazawa was wo
sart an official visn o South
horea

Thie hot line will be open Wed-
nesday and Thursday from 9:30
am. w XMW pm. with three
numbers — 03-3703-0447, 9458,
043%, Yasubara sand.
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(ov’t was not serious on ‘comfort girl’ papers

—Claims historian who made crucial discovery—

I'hie hisvorian wio fowid doou-
ments incrimiiating the linpen-
Al Ariny in forcing Asian woman
Ik v as prostitites for its Irups
sunil the povernment coulid have
wiwiwered thie matersal vaed i
me b o Serous search.

Closs Urniiversity  Professor
Yoduaki Yoshion saidl he was
researching a dilferent topic inoa
Delense Apency libniry when he

vame across documents that at-
tracied his atention.

Alier two days of investigation,
he found the secret 1937 anmy
papers that ended up being the
bead story in the Asahi Shimbun
on Jan, 11,

The report forced the govern-
ment 1o reverse s long-held po-
sition and admit that the Imperial
Army had been invalved in

Japan to offer apology to
N. Korea on ‘comfort women”

Japan will apologize to Nerth
Korea over the tens of thowsands

of Korean women it forced to pro-
vide sex for Japanese soldiers dur-
ing World War 11, Foreign
Blimistry officials said Thursday,

The officials said Japan will
make the apology at the sixth
round of normalization talks with
Morth Korea planned for lae
January in Beijing.

The |apanese delegation to the
Tokyo-Fyongyang talks will make
an apology similar 1o that ex-
pressed by Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa during his visi o
South Rorea last weck, the offi-
cials said.

I will also well Pyongyang that

Japan intends 1o probe the truth
on issues concerning the so-called
“eomfort women,'" they said.

On Monday, the (MNorth)
Korcan Workers Party newspaper
Rodong Sinmun urged Japan to
“sincerely apologize with a sense
of guit"” for the “'wnheard-of
crimes’’ it committed and to
sgquare itg account with the past.

Some 100,000 1o 200,000 wom:-
en, mostly from Korea, then un-
der Japanese rule, were
conscripted to work in Japanese
military brothels before and dur-
ing World War 11,

The esact date of the sixth
round of Tokyo-Pyongyang talks
has not yei been set,

recruiting the mainly Korcan
“eomfort girls'' and forcing them
16 b prostitutes for Japancse sold-
ters during World War I1.

Previously, the government
had mainiained that private en-
terprises arranged prostitutes for
the iroops.

The povernment announced
last month it would intensify in-
vestigation of the issue alier three
Korean women who said they had
been forced into prostitution sued
the government for damages,

On Faday in Seoul, Prime
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa ex-
pressed an apology over the issue
before the South Korean
Parliament,

Professor, Yoshimi said he
thought determined investigators
would easily find evidence of Im-
perial Army involvement in the
forced-prostitution  operation.
Asked why he had been able 1o
find matcrials that apparemily
cluded the government, he an-
swered, "“They weren't seriously
looking. "'

Jaw 9 r§52 %

£
Jam 2§, 992
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A Foreign Minisiry official de-
pied that the imvesiigation fad
licen lax,

“Many professors and news-
papers have been booking far such
documents and they didn't find
anything. 1 think (Yoshimiy migle
have just been lucky,™ suid the
official, who hy custom spoke on
eondition of anonymiy.

Chiel government spokesnian
Kaoichi Ko said Motulay that the
povernment is searching for
material “with heart and soul.™

Foreign Mimsiry officials said
last montdi's annosee ment of the
anfensihed probae marked the fics
Liime L ETRTNEY] povernment aden.
cics, including the Defense Apen-
cy, bl been instrovcted e search
For materials relaecd wo the com-
fore pirls.

Before that, one afficial said,
"we didn"s notice i s Kind of
thing existed, '

¥oshimi saud any povernment
investigation could not be trusted
because mosi of the relevant ar-
chives are secret and authories
might fover up revcaling materis
al,

I {1he povernment) docsn'i .
m.__q..n_:__;n e make public wlat

they e fowmd, o doesn't mean a
___.....r__._ he saul. (Al

e
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Seoul will seek redress for ‘comfort women’

SEOUL (Kyode) — South Korea will offi-
cially demand compensation from Japan for
having forced Korean women to provide sexu-
al services 1o Japanese soldiers during World
War Il the South Korean news agency Yon-
bap reported Tuesday.

The government made the decision in a
meeting to discuss counlermeasures on issues
concerning the so-called **comfort-women,”*
the report said.

Oiicials attending the meeting said circum.-
sggnces were seen 1o be dilferent from the time
when South Korea signed a treaty with Japan
in 1965, in which it renounced claims for war
reparalions, the report said.

They noted that Japanese authorities were
involved in the recruitment and management
of the “‘comfort women'" while the fact that
elementary school students were forcibly mobi-

lized for service as Teichinta, or volunieer cOrps,
waz verified recemtly.

Yonhap also said the Minisiy of Jusiice
reported thai Seoul has the right 1o officially
demand compensation and reparations from
Tokyo on this marter, on the basis of interna-
tional laws and relations.

Seoul will also set up a warking level group
panicipated in by several minisiries to probe
the truth of the Teishintai, the report said.

The group will hold its first meeting on Fri-
day and plans o discuss establishing a sysiem
to receive reponts from the victims, it said.

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, during an
official visit to South Korea last week, apolo-
gized for the forcible recruitment of the "'com-
fort women®' and said the government would
thoroughly investigaie the maner.

Same 100,000 to 200,000 women were forced
i become “‘comfort women'” for Japanese
soldiers. The majority of the women came from
Korea, which was then under Japanese colonial
rule,

Tokyo has acknowledged the Imperial Ar-
my's invelvement in the recruitment and
management of the *‘comfort women'" but has
refused 10 pay compensation.

Japan's ofTicial position is that war repara-
tions have already been senled under the 1965
treaty with the South Korean government.

On Monday, Miyazawa left open the possi-
bility that Japan might pay compensation to the
former *'comfort women,""

He said Seoul has never asked dearly for
compensation because of the 1965 treaty but
that he could not call the problem settled.

Jan22,/772

Gov’t may investigate other Asian ‘comfort women’

The gov't may expand its in-
vestigation of forced prostitution
in Warld War Il to include
Chinese and other Asian women,
a3 well as Koreans, the top
government spokesman  said
Friday.

The government cannol ignore
historic documents showing that
Chinese, Filipinas and ather na-
tionals were among the women
who were dispatched to provide
sexual services 1o Imperial Army
soldiers, Chiel Cabinet Secretary
Koichi Kato said at a regularly
scheduled news conference.”

*(Our handling is no differ-
ent,"’ for other Asian countries,
Kato saud, but the government
plans to first make a thorough sur-
wey of the Korean women,

Kawo said that, aside from
Seoul and Pyongyang, no other
government has approached

Tokyo about the so-called *'com-
fort women."'

He declined 1o say whether
Tokyo would apologize to other
governments as it has to Seoul
and Pyongyang.

He made the remark one day
after new evidence was made pub-
lic suggesting that then War
Minister Gen. Hideki Tojo was
party to the practice of conscript-
ing women from Korea and other
Agian countries io serve in front-
line military brothels.

Kato acknowledged that the
government is examining large
vodumes of documents found at
the Delense Agency library per-
taining to the dispatch of 1ens of
thousands of *'comlen women''
ter such brothels.

On Thursday Hideko Do, an
opposition Social Democraric
Pary legislator, made public a

1942 telegram found at the library
addressed to Tojo from a Japa-
nese Imperial Army commander
secking permission o dispaich
brothel managers 1o Bofheo.

The telegram was sent from the
Japanese Imperial Army forces in
Taiwan 1o Tojo.

:u_._nmt.mmu..n a request [ have
received from  South Thearer
Headquarters fo dispaich 50 com-
fort natives to Borneo, T ask your
permission to send the following
three selected by the military
police as (brothel) managers," the
telegram said.

Japan maintains that the issue
of compensation for the Korean
women was closed with a 1965
Agrecment ©n war reparaiions
that paved the way for establish-
ing relations with South Korea.

The government, however, has
said it will closely follow a lawsuit

filed last December by three form-
er Korean “‘comfont women"
who are secking compensation
from Japan.

Japanese lawyer Kenichi Taka-
g1, assigned 1o the three Korean
plaintiffs, was quoted as saying
the documents showed the gov-
ernment and the military were
“completely in charge of the
prostitution.”

iber War Ministry docu-
ments were released Thursday
shawing how the army supervised
recruitment and the management
of the brothels.

According 1o one rule, “'vom-
for girls ean take walks every day
only between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
and walks at other times require
the chicl officer’s consent,” {Carn-
piled from Kyods News Service and
AFF iy separts)

Lieb-8,/772
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Veteran shows
sketches of
‘comfort girls’

MATSUE, Shimane — A
former jJapanese Imperial
Army medical orderly on
Thursday displayed skerches
for the media that he drew dur-
ing World War Il of "*comlon
girls'* being tested for venereal
dizeases,

Hoichi Fujiwara, 79, a
former medical orderly mow
living in Mita Town, Shimanz
Prefeciure, worked at held
haspitals in the southern par
of Taiwan from 1944 1o the
end of the war,

He drew 653 sketches re-
presenting scemes in and
argund the hospitals, Ten of
the pictures depict *'comfort
girls.™

According to Fujiwara,
some 200 teen-age “‘comion
girls'" were forcedsinto prosui-
tution and examined for
venercal diseases once a week,
They were mastly from Korea,
but included women from Chi-
na and Taiwan, he said.

He said women infected
with vencreal discases were ex-
pelled with no feod.

** Japan should compensate
the women for the suffening
causced by the atrocities of its
army,’" he said.

Morth and South Korea
have demanded apologies and
carmnpensation for actions of the
Japanese Imperial Army dur-
ing the occupation of the
Korean Peninsula, Skewches ol “comfort girs.”
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FROM PILLAR TO POST:

THE DAILY LIFE
OF
KOREANS IN JAPAN

In peing forced to share the hardships
and suffenngs of Japan’s coiomal and mili-
arv aberration. Koreans were battered from
pillar 10 post. Most koreans were invoived
in hard labour (e.g. i 1929, halr were steve-
dores. coolies or miners), To feed Japan’s
milmary expansion. they were assigned 1o
munitions works. and 10 the primary indus-
tries. most often in wretched. dangerous hiv-
ing conditions for the lowest wages. In Hok-
kaido. for instance. Koreans maae up 43%
of mine workers. and 65% of them worked
deep 1n the coal pus. Language barriers. ill-
teracy and racial discnimination prevented
horeans from learning skills, and trom gain-
ing permanent empiovment or managerial
POSIONS.

In general, Koreans lived in crowded.
slum-tvpe  dwellings. were transient. and
were deprived of all save minimal education.
In 1936. for example. onlv | of 3 Korean
children anended school. Poverty and pow-
eriessness instilied i Korean parents a self-
demeaning hopelessness.  Manyv  children
were put to work, often from an carly age.
to help the family survive. For those
Koreans who did auend Japanese schools,
this was another degrading expenence. The
totalitarian race concept of the Emperor as
the father-godhead of a pure race family was
stressed,  while anvihing considered  not
Japanese (i.e. Korean) was belittled.

Dailv life taught Koreans bitter lessons
about themseives and the Japanese system of
repression and control. Two events espe-
cially fixed in the minds of koreans an image

of the Japanese and their views of Koreans.

The first was the March 15t Indepen-
dence Movement in Korea, The non-violent.
national demonstrauon of the Korean will
was ruthlessly crushed by the Japanese mili-
arv and police. Thousands were killed. tens
of thousands imprisoned. and the will of the
people suppressed. The fact that the move-
ment had its initial impetus from horeans in
Japan. and that tacn approval of the harsh
put-down was given by other colonial powers
{Britamn, France. U.5.A.). were not |ost
upon 1ne Japanese.

The second incident began on Sep-
tember 1, 1923, the dav of the Great Kanmo
Earthguake in the area around Tokvo. In an
atternpt 1o handle social unrest. the Japaness
police imuated rumours which were spread
guickly by the media about Koreans starting
fires, poisomng weils and noung  against
imperial authority. These rumours stirred the
Japanesa 10 form vigilante groups o “guard
against Koreans”. Thev hunted down
Koreans by thewr accents. using bambod
spears. clubs and bare hands to kill them.
Not a tew Japancse with strong rural dialects
also fell vicum. In all. 6.661 Koreans were
murdered. over half of the Koreans resident
in the Tokvo area at that time.

Today. very few Japanese know any-
thing about the March 1st inaident in Korea
ar the 1923 massacre in Japan. However. to
Koreans in Japan. they are an indelible part
of their history. lessons confirming the
experiences under both colonial and post-
colonial imperial race systems of Japan.
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THE PRZSENT SITUATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS
OF KOREANS IN JAFARN

Our strugele against the fingerprinting policy in the 19805 showed clearly that
the base of the human rights of the Horeems in Japan is pairfully frail.

The Japaness poyvemment, a8 well a5 the majority of the Japanese, has fiercely
cppressed o fight to win humen rights in Jepan. Japan, which has accepted the Inter-
mational Humen Rights Covenants and is known to the world as a democracy, is in fact
forcing assimilation of the Kopean minority. That is to 53y, t© the Koreans living

in Japan, the Japanese imperialism still lives.
I. Abolition of the Policy of Finperprinting at Age Sixtesn,

In Jepan fingerprints are taken of people who commit crimes. Howsver, fingerprint-
irg iz forced on outmiders, i.e., members of other natiomlities, as a meams of oppres-
sion and comtrol, to cbimin their submission, with the threet of criminal penaliy.

At age sixtesn, a most susceptible age emotionally, oo children are forced to
submit to criminal-like fingerprinting, for the sole resson that they are of Korean
parentage. Thiz policy applies o the Horean children of even the third end footh
pererations. Nesdless to say, no fingerprinting is required of Japanese children.
The Jopanese povernment alse requires that the Alien Repistration Card be carried at
all times, infraction of which iz paodshable by law. These policies, we believe, are
against the provisions of the Intermational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
of which fArticle 26 reads:

All persons are egual before the law and are entitled without any discrimine-
tion to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law shall prohibit
any discrimiration and puarantes to all persons egqual and effective protection
ggrinst discrimination on any gromd such as rece, clour, sex, langege, religion,
political o other opinion, natiomal or social origin, property; birth or other
statis.

1I. Guearantes of the Right of Re-emizy.

Article 124 of the Intemational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights reads,
o one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to eter his own country.”

Horeans have lived in Japan for nearly 100 years now, having produced third, fourth,
g even fifth pererations. However, their right to free travel is ot po=uant to
the provizions of the law but iz arbitrerily controlled by the discretion of the athomey
general .

A conscientioes chiector to fingerprinting has once requested "permission to “re-enter
gs she was about to leave Japan for the United States to stixly. Her reguest was
dended becmlme she had refused fingerprinting. She went ahead to the L3, but when
she returned, her right to permanent residence had been teken mwgy. Her right to retum
1o her oan country, the country of her birth, was infringed.

In 1985, when the Alien Fegistration Cards were being renewed by a large mmber

of aliens, the Japanese pgovermment used the re-entry policy as a whip to foree finger-
printing on them. Inspite of the threat, 13,000 either deliberately delayed or refused

fingerprinting.
The policy of “re-entry permission” rust be abolished immediately.
ITI. Guarantes of the Right to Reside gua Right.

Article 1 of the Uuiversal Declarefion of Humen Rights reads, ALl human beings
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are barm free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with resson and con-
science and should ect toward one gnother in a spirit of otherhood."

Although the Korears living in Japan have now produced third, fourth, amd fifth
pgererations, there iz mo goarentes to their right to reside in Japan as a huran right
gqua right., The right % reside, we believe, should not be given by the goverrment
but should be enjoved by &all & a matter of fwmen right. No person, for amy reason,
should be forcibly deported.

According to the widely accepted wview of intermational law today, nationality
isnot to be considered as a gymbolic atiribute of a mation but as a right, the right
to reside in a defined territory, i.e., territorial nationality. Thus it is that the
right to naticnality is garamtesd in the Intermational Humen Rights Covenants, Article
2id=z 3 reads, "2, Every child shall be regiztered immediately after birth o « & «
2«  Every child has the right to acquire a rationaiity . . . "

[V. Guarantese of Right to Political Participation.
Article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights provides:

Every c¢itizen shall have the right end the coportmity, without any of the
distinctions mentioned in article 2 and without wreasonshle restrictions:

{(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely
chosen representatives:

() To wote and to be elected at gemuine periodic elections which shall be
by wiversal and equal suffirage ard shall be held by secret ballot, guarenteeing
the free epreesion of the will of the electors:

{e) To hawe access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his
COUmrY .

We have demnded in open letters to the mayor of Kitalgusho-Shi (1975), the govermor
of Fulaxka Prefecture (1976), and the Prime Minister of Japan (1978) oo right to vote
for and be elected to the mmicipal legislature, the prefectiral legislatire, and the
maticmal Diet.

Before World War II the Koreans living in Japan had the right %o take part in
the political process, having elected representatives to city, prefecturnl, and natioral
legislatures, They had sxch a right in an Imperial Japan but lost it the day Japen
became democratic.

There is at present a widespread campaign to elect and be elected as representatives
to mmicipal and prefectiral lepislatures. In view of the fact that 30 percent of
sigaficant adninistative affairs iz hendled at the local level 3¢ the remainder
at the natiomal level it iz imperative that the right to participate in the political
process, Incliding the national level, be recogniced, if only to win flrther minority
rights.

V. Guarantes of the Right to I'ts Own Culbmre and Use of Tis Own Langusge as an Ethnic
Minority.
The Intemational Coverant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 27) provides:

In those States in which ethnic, religios or linguistic mnorities exist,
persons  belonging to suwch minorities shall not be denied the right, in comnity
with the other members of their pgragp, t© enjoy their own cultire, %o profess
ard practice their own religion, o to use their own languege.

VI. Consliesion.

On Mey 2, 1547, the Jepanese govertment decreed in Article 11 of the Alien Registra-
tien Law, which was the Ewperor's last edict, that Taiwanese and Koreans living in
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Japan were to be considered aliens for the time being. And on April 28, 1952, the
day the San Francisco Peace Treaty went into effect, the goverrment deprived en masse
all Koresns living in Jepan of their natiomality. This was the povermment's calculated
gtep toward futere epulsion and anticipated intermational criticism.

Koreas living in Japan are not “aliens' but, in terms of intermatdonal law,; an
etinic mincrity. As such they should enjoy the rights gerantesd by intermational
human rights covenants.

The fact that Japanese society consists not only of the Yamato people but of the
Adrus and Koresn people, too, oaught t© be legally recopnized.
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Japan Owns Up Late’ =

This was not a case of atroques bang
committed on the watch of an unsuspecting
or negligent mulitary command dunng a time
of war. Acts of inhumanity can and do occur
when governments go (0 war. even when
syilems are i to prevent the mis-
tregtment of innocents; that is the hideows
face of war, But i the case of the enslave-
ment of some G0U00 1o 100,000 women.
mostly Korean, and ther foreed prosutution
for the bemefit of Japanese soldiers in World
War IL it was the Japanese army itself that
encouraged and supported that purpose.

No more comprehensible is the fact that it
has taken the Japanese government nearty 50
¥years 10 own up to the cruelty and culpabality
of 115 colonial administration in Asia Unul
last week. Tokve had maintained that the
Japanese armed forces’ notorious degrada-
tion of women all over the Paafic theater
was the work of private merchants.

On Friday, Japaness Prime Minister Kii-
chi Mivazawa told the South Korean Na-
tional Assembly: “Recently, the issue of
‘comfort women' in the service of the impe-
nal Japanese army has come to light. |

Other Camment P

cannot help feeling acutely distressed over
thus, and | express my sincerest apology.”
He also said: “[ am determined o nurture
in the Japaness people, especially our
youth. the courage 10 face squarely the past
facts, understanding for the feelings of the
vichuns and a sense of admoniuon that
these misdesds should never be repeated,” -

The problem with the Japanese reaction
is not that people like Mr. Mivazawa are
not sincere, but rather that i has taken so0
long for the Japanese o own up 1o this
awiul behavior. For 1015 extremely doubiful
whether or when any of this would have
ccme fully to light without ( 1) the filing of a
class-action [awsui by a few of the suriv-
ing vicums on the 50th anniversary of the
aack on Pearl Harbor, (1) Prime Minister
Mivazawa's current and long-sought visit 1o
Korea, and (3} the discovery of incriminat-
ing military records by a Japanese histon-
an. Criven the persistent Japansse rejection
of this charge of government invoivernent
over several decades, the likelihood is that
the lid would have remained on the cover-up.

— THE WASHINGTON POST,

—

g

g i .

'I'imefﬂrTukyutnPay

When Prime Minister Kiichi Mivazawa of
IlpmdqrwupphnsmﬁmSmﬂ: Korea for
d summit meeting on problems between the
two countnes he knew it was gomg 1o be a
tough tnp. reseniment over Imperial
Japan’s rule of Korea lingers ac does fncuon
over Tokyo's refusal to lower trade barriers.
But the issue dominating the meeting that
ended inconclusively last Saturday was far
more dramatic — and embarrassing

Th:tﬂpicms:mm?,ﬂummb&
hﬁmdh]m&mymmg
innocent gifs off the swreers and oul of
school classrooms to work as prostitutes ser-
vicing Japanese troops in World War 11, It
was savage, bestial behavior for which no

proper compensation. can exist. However,
- lhsdmmnupl]i;::hcuscu:ﬂn that no anempt
lo ease t of these grls after had
besn discarded 1oward ﬂ&ﬂ:nd ofﬁwa.r
was ever made by any Japanese government.

Japan & carefully cultvammg relations with
the countries it does business with [t has
largely shaken off the image of a rapacious,
unethical, trade-hungry animal (except among
the uncompetitve American car-making [ra-
temity) and is moving wward plaving a great-
er roke in world affars. The last thing Tokyo
needs at this juncture is 2 protracted squabble
over events which happened before the major-
ity of the new Japan was born

Forget face, forget the rewriting of history
books and setde this most embarrassing of
1ssues om a direct. governmenti-to-govern-
ment basis. That is Tokve's most sensible
?pnmﬂtﬂﬁ;mmiamlmdtwmnd
ﬁlﬂ.hﬂ;ﬁg' i the pamn will go away, Tt
will only mnmlapmndﬁdj the
remmants of its inglonous past. Reparatons
need not be paid twice, but in this case it was
i mistake to pay none a1 all —a mustake that
honor demands be rectified withun the life-
tumes of the survivors of this cruelty,

— The Bamghkok Fost.
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