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Taipei Women’s Rescue Foundation
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Date Established: 1987
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Number of Employees: 12
Bag - (02) 27009595
Telephone: (02) 2700-9595
IBFZEL 1 (02) 27044882
Hot Line for Marriage Violence: (02) 2704-4882
fHE : (02) 27044854

Fax: (02) 2704-4854
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Address: 7F-1, No. 321, Sec. 1, Fuh Sing S. Rd.,
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

E-mail © twr95(@ms4 hinet.net
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The primary task of The Taipei Women’s Rescue Foundation
(TWREF) 1s to assist victims of gender specific violence, the abused
women, with the provision of shelters, support, legal, medical and other
services.

In the mid-1980s, women were found victims of trafficking and
involuntary prostitution. Being aware of the serious problems caused by
forced prostitution, some lawyers, sociologists, and social workers that
endeavor to combat trafficking in young women mostly associated with
prostitution called for the establishment of the TWRF in 1987. These



founders spend efforts to provide forms of assistance-to rescue young
women from forced prostitution, to assist those young women in
professional, personal, and social reintegration via consulting, training,
and employment arrangements. The TWRF also aggressively promotes
the legislation to prevent the sexual abuse against children.

In 1992, the TWRF became sure that there was another form of
slavery imposed on women-the so- called comfort women. Among those
who were drafted into the comfort stations, some were found Taiwanese.
What they did was to serve compulsorily the Japanese armed forces. The
TWREF thereby set up hot lines to take calls from victims, and helps those
comfort women in pursuing proper compensation, accessible consulting
and medical treatment. The TWRF also intensify its efforts by joining
conference worldwide. Via an international allied efforts, The TWRF
expects to demand that the Japan government shall apologize and
properly compenéate those comfort women for being suppressed and
abused.

In the context of changing socio-economic and cultural
conditions, victims of violence against womeﬁ in the family are
increasing. Calls for help escalate. The TWRF thereby undertakes the
task to provide immediate assistance to abused women. A group of
lawyers from the TWRF voluntarily provides free legal consulting. Hot
lines have been set up for taking calls that are in urgent needs related to
violence against women. Furthermore, the TWRF lobbies to make sure
legislators as well as policy makers ascertain the causes to prevent and
eliminate violence m family, and finally to reaffirm the dignity of these

women.
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What were done in 1998:

(1)Team on Comfort Women: Recording the history of a comfort
woman that has never been filmed in Taiwan before. Project an
international study on comfort women. Visit and aid individual cases
on the legal procedure of suiting the Japan government.

(2)Team on Marriage Violence: A conference on “Foreign Brides in
Marriage Violence” was held. Brochures were published for
educational purpose and for provision of a comprehensively
immediate assisting network to victims of violence against women
in family.

(3)Team on Rescue and Research: Keep supervising the

achievements of ' Child and Youth Sexual Transaction Prevention
Act | . Promote to revise " Law for The Maintenance of Social
Order jand " Undermine Public Morality Section in Criminal Law .

Also support the women victims of assaults and rapes during the

May riots in Indonesia in 1998.
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ristake they made durmanrld War I1,”
said Tkeda Toshiko, one of the lawyers.

A grotip of']apanm hwyets wrll sue'the !
apantese’ government ol behalf’ of formet
aiwan¢se” comfort” womien, ‘who' were

panese army during World War I
’I‘he sebemmember volunteer group

PR
comfort

erianding cormpensation for the women |
nd an official apology f from the Japanese’

mw:n on Mondzy to collect evidence.
hey ‘are “urging Taiwan’s military “to '

nvestigation.
“We hope this lawsuit will make the
4/ Japanese 'government' admit to 'the "

Six members' of the team arrived in. "

rovide any mformanon rele'vanl to thcxr &

The ' delegation is composed of
prominent lawyers, who have handled

~ severi similar cases involving comfort

women in Korea, China and other Asian

L counmes

“Currently, only, three of those cases
“have " been” “resolved ” ‘and ' legal
, compensation has not been awarded in
,.any of the cases.

"“We *demand ‘ that the Japanese
government admit to the tragedy and we
hope the ‘mission will succeed in their
efforts 'to " help Taiwanese comfort
women,” Henry Chuang, president of the
Taipei Women'’s Rescue Foundation, said.-

Chuang said that 44 former comfort
women in Talwan have con[acted the

Bv CADALINA Lm
STAFPREPORTER ;
A pmmment ]apanesc lawyer who
has handled several cases representing
former comfort women against Japan
says the“chances of Taiwanese women
winning a similar case’is very thin.
During an interview with the
China News yesterday, Aitani Kunio,
who is part of a team of Japanese

lawyers in Taiwan this week to collect,
evidence for'the case involving the’

Taiwaneséi women, said none’of the

previous cases has resulted in either’

legal
Jpglo A
‘It will be very difficult to win the,
case because Japan’s leadership still has?
not admitted to what they have!done?,
— forcing women to work as sex slaves
dunng the World War 11,” Aitani said. .

compensation  or a’ state

,that they have | dealt thh leg‘al
" ¢ompensation” for; whatever ‘damage |

Japan ha$ caused during the World War’, *
_ILafter signed the San Francisco Treaty”

The San Francisco Treaty clearly
outlined " Japanesé " compensation’' to
countries after World War 11. However,
Taiwan did not sign the treaty, said
Taipei Women’s Rescue Foundation
President Hepry Chuang.

Aitani,- who ‘also has repmsemed
Koréan - and . ‘Indonesian ' comfort
wornen, said the Japanese government
has refused' td ‘accept responsibility for &
its offenses against the comfort woriien.

“Facing the Japanese government’s
denial on what they have done to |
those «comfort womenyis” the¥ most |
difficult thing that I have to facewhen ?‘
deallng with such ‘cases,” Aitani said. . §

“We, hope Talwans case wou.ld be the ;
“They (japan gow:rnmeut) also think :I:it on ]
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foundation since 1992. Fourteen of them
have since died.

Comfort women refer to the some
200,000 Asian women who were forced
into sexual slavery by the imperial
Japanese army during World War 1. Most
of thém were from Taiwan, South Korea.
China, Philippines and other Asian
countries.

In 1993, the Japanese government
admitted that its army recruited comfort
women and operated military brothels
during the war. The government set up
an Asian Women's Fund in 1995 to offcr
each survivor 2 million Japanese yen
(about US$14,285) in compensation.

Most survivors turned down the offer
because it was not government money
and did not include an official apology.
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A-tao, left, a former comfort woman, receives flowers yesterday from

Talpel Mayor Chen Shul-bian, right, following the debut of a documen-
tary, which covers stories of former Taiwan comfort women sent over-
seas during the WW II. A-tao Is the first Taiwan victim to publicly speak
of the mournful sufferings as a sex slave.

— GEORGE TSORNG, THE CHINA POST

Taiwan comfort women
documentary debuts

By Irene Lin
THE CHINA PosT

A former Taiwan comfort
woman yesterday recounted
her suffering in Southeast Asia
during World War Two while
marking the debut of a docu-
mentary featuring the tragic
episode in Taiwan's history.

Using a pseudonym, A-tao,
the victim revealed a secret she
has hidden for a long time. “For
more than 50 years, I never told
anyone about my three years of
inhuman treatment. I was
ashamed, too ashamed of my-
self as a sex slave,” A-tao said.

“But I felt so relieved as I
spoke of my slavery to a social
worker of the Women's Rescue
Foundation three years ago,”
said A-tao. i

A-tao is the first among 45
former comfort women from
Taiwan to publicly articulate
sex abuses by Japanese sol-
diers during the war. She has
spoken at several international
events, attended by former
comfort women from Taiwan,
Korea, and other Asian coun-
tries.

A-tao said she was recruit-
ed at the age of 20, along with
other Taiwan girls, by a
Japanese man to offer medical
care for Japanese soldiers. But
later, they discovered they had
actually been recruited as sex
slaves for the soldiers, A-tao
said.

Showing conspicuous
scars on her fingers, A-tao re-
vealed how she was abused
sexually and physically during
her ordeal. “I contracted malar-
ia at some point and felt like dy-

“But despite my serious
illness, 1 was still forced to
‘work, to serve at least 20 sol-

diers a day,” A-tao said with
tears rolling down her cheeks.

“I came back to Taiwan af-
ter three years of miserable life
in Southeast Asia. And I never
got married for I can't have a
baby anymore after all the sex
abuse I suffered in Japan,” she
said.

“I would have still lived in
darkness, ashamed of myself,
had I not talked with a former
Korean comfort woman who
showed me another way of look-
ing at our slavery,” said A-tao.

“The Korean woman told
me it's the Japanese govern-
ment, not us, that should be
ashamed. And from then on, I
am no longer ashamed about
telling my misfortune,” she
said.

Stories of A-tao and 13
other former Taiwan comfort
women were vividly revealed in
the film produced by the Wom-
en's Rescue Foundation.

Lee Tzu-chun, president of
the foundation, said the film is
not meant to stir up hatred or
revenge. However; she said vic-
tims of brutal abuse will never
recover if they keep the night-
mare to themselves.

__The foundation, on behalf
of the former Taiwan comfort
women, staged several cam-
paigns in a bid to demand a for-
mal apology and compensation
from the Japanese government,
which has admitted the inci-
dents of sex slavery but refuse
to pay compensation.

The documentary will be
released at the Eslite Bookstore
on Tunhua South Road on
Sept. 20. The documentary's
exhibition overseas is also
planned to raise the profile of
the former Taiwan comfort
women issue.




