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We cannot »usher in the 21st Century
: wtthout having responded to the cry of the "Comfort Women"
demanding pqqsecuﬁon,oflzhose who committed crimes against them.

I ribunal proposed at Geneva and
Scoul Conferences -

In response to the cry of the *Comfort Women" victimized by
Japan's military sexual slavery: "Ourbonounddigmty cannever
be restored until the papetrators of the cimes agzinst us we
. brought tojustice” ~weproposeto hold a Women's International
-War Crimes Tribunal on Japan's Military Sexua! Slavery sround
‘the time of International Human Rights Day in December2000,
‘which is the last month ofthe 20th Century, a cestury in which
countless women sufferedfrom sexual violence mwarandaxmed
conflicts,

"Violeace agmnst Women in War Netwotk (VAWW-Net)*
was rmed at the Internationsl Conference on Violence agamst
_ Women ip War snd Amed Conflict Situstions, held in
November 1997 in Tokyo. When VAWW-NET Japan proposed
the Women's Tribunal 2t a VAWW-NET meeting on April 9,
1998 .in Geneve, the proposal recsived strong support fiom
"VAWW-NET members and the idea was further endorsed at the

5th Asien Soliderity _anfumbcld.in Seoul on April 15-17. -

rosecution of the war criminalsand
mthxgatxonof the truth

" The *Comfort Women" movement startedin 1990, amismu
thax survivors fom Korea and other Asian oountries have come
fxward and testified their painfil experiences.. Futhemore;: the
systemsatic mass rape which took place over the same period
during civil warsin former Yugostavia and Rwanda shocked the
world. As 2 result, the "Platfm for Action” adopted at the UN

World Confrence on Women (1995, in Beijing) clealy stated
that violence agamn women in warand armed conflict situation, -
such as systematic rapeand miliuoy sexual slavery (the“Comfort -

Women" system) constiuies a wx dime, " demanding
investigation, . prosecution of perpetretors, and mdrus to the
victims.

However, the Japanese Government continues to refuseto uke

‘legal responsibility, ignoring the demamnds of victimized.

countries end the intemstiopal communiry. Instead, the

Govemment estsblished the Asizn Women's Fund in 1995 to .
_ facilitate fund-raising fromprivate citizens asa substitute forstate .

compensation, The victims protested this scheme, stating
*Money can never restore our dignity.” The Asian Solidarity

Conkrence in Secul confirmed that, with the decisions of the .

govermments of Taiwan and Koreato provide the survivors with

the same amount of money xs thst offeredby the fund, the focusof -

the “Comfrt Women" mavement shifed fom the controversy
aver the Asian Women's Fund to mve:ug;uon ofthe ficts and

prosecution Of parpetrators. .

I okyo War’l‘nbunal left

_war crimes against women unpunished

~ Morethan 40 participants from 20 countries and areastook past
in the Intenational Conférence on *Violence agsinst Women in
War and Armed Conflict Situations® i Tokyo. These included
not only Asian women who are involved in the "Comfont
Women" issue, but also women who are working on violence
against women in war and armed conflict situations—issue such
as sexual violence in the conflics in former Yugosiavia and
Rwanda The mqor s of the Conference was the guestion:
*Why have war arimes against women never been prosecuted?”
Accordingly, it was proposed that the Tokyo Tribunal and ail
other war tribunals that wereheld in Asian countries aftertWorld
War I should be thoroughly reviewed.
In the case of the "Comt Women" too, the issue of

: prosecution of perpetrators has not been suficiently dealt with.

This issue was maised by Korean women in 1993, bat the
Japanese movement hesitated to fice it. However, victimized

* women have continued to stress that "Without punishment of

those who are responsible, our dignity can never be restored.”
Therefore, it is urgent that a more concerted efnt be made to
identify those who were responsible formilitary sexual slavery.

. From the War Crinie Tn'bunﬁls for fofrher

Yugoslaviaand Rwanda to the establishment of
" the International Criminal Court ‘

Ifwomen fromhpm, the oﬂ'endmgcomtzy 1dentx1}' those who »'

_are responsible for such state war cimes agsinst women as the’

military sexual slavery system of *"Comfrt Women”, they may

.sls0 make a contribution to the global women's human rights
.. movement thxt is calling for dimination of violence” ognms:"

women in war end armed conflicts, Though inadequately, cases

of sexual vidlence were prosecutedat the War Crimes Tribunals
$r former Yugoslavia and Rwanda as 2 result of pressure.fom
women. The Intemationzl Criminal Court defined - sexual
violence a3 war crime at its establishment in July 1998

Furthermore, the apendix on "Comfort Women Station” offinal
report on Systematic mape, soual slsvery end slavery-like
practices during amed cooflict, which was submitted to the
Sub-commission on Prevention of Disaimination and
Protection of Minorities of the UN Commission on Human

. Rights by Specal Rapporteur Gay J. McDougall Isst August,

recommended that the Japanese gove.mmem establishes a

‘mechenism’ which ensures legal compensation nd crimingl

prosecution  (the . Japanese govemment rejected the

; neommeldnbon in mpon:e)



prosecution of sexual violence under war and mrmed conflict
situstions today. We have no time to loose as the victimized
women &re aging and dying.

In solidarity with women of victimized countries
and the international women's moverment.

We therebre decided to propose an "Honor and Justice to
"Combrt Women!"~Global Caupasign 2000" feusing on a
"Women's Intemationsl War Crimes Tribunal on Japan's
Military Sexual Slavery” to be held around the 8th of December
(Peari Harbor Day, marking the beginning ofthe Pacific War) snd
the 10th of December, International Human Rights Day. The
mgin cbjective is to pressure the Japanese govemment to admit
its legal responsibility and to prosecite the perpetrators of the
sexuel slavery system,

The proposal was enthusisstically suppocted by Yun Chuog-
ok, Co-Representative of the Korean Coundl ©r the Women
Drafied for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan, and Lee Mikyung,
Mamber of the National Astembly. They expressed hope that
women ffom many countries would cooperste to make the
Tribunal & success, Former "Comfbrt Women" responded by
saying: "Please try to identify the individual Japanese military
men who made us sufferso much!™ Their proposal wasincluded
in the resolutions that came out of the Seoul Conference.

We werealso encouraged that the proposal forthe tribunal was
supported by the women working in the field of violence against
women in war and armed conflict situation who attended the

VAWW-NET meeting in Geneva—women from the Philippines
{Asian Center or Women's Human Rights), Kores (Koresn
Coundil £x the Women Drafled fx Military Sexual Slavery by
Japen), Serbia (Automous Women’s Center Ageinst Sexual
Violence), Algeria (Women Living Under Muslim Laws),

3) ps (Internationsl gToup Or worien &
human rights); ete. The support fromwomen in these countries is
essential, because proseation of perpetraiors will require not
only access 1o the archives in Japan, but to archives in the
countries of the Hrmer Allied Powers, expertise in intemational
lsw, and reports fom the war ciminal counts ©r former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

et's conclude the 20th century of violence
against women with the women's tribunal

The 20th Century, a century unrivaledinisslevel of
war aime. against women, and the cemtury when women
broke their sil ence to stand up against such aimes, will dose
with bringing charges against Japan r its stateresponsibility
and post-war responsibility as an offending country. In doing
so, we hopeto pave a path 1owards creating 8 215t Century of
peace without violence, a fiture where wom en's uun an rights
sre reapecied and taken seriously. We Jook frwand 10
participation of NGOs and individuals that are involved in the
“Comfort Women" issue in Japan and abroad as well as the
coopemtion of experts in spedalized fields such as
intemational law and history.

adata

8 Objectiv

in order to meke the Japanese Government take legal responsibility for the "Confort Women"™ issue, clarify the
fact that the Japanese Military ssx system constituted a war crime against women, to identify the perpetrators
of the crime and their punishment, and to record the complete proceedings of the Tribunalin history.

= Approach

(1) A women's inftiative

(2) An intemational solidarity

(3) in partnership with specislists

(4) A grassroots movemennt

(5) Fromthe parspective of "women's human rights”
a i to proceed Tribunail

(6) Responsibiity of women from the offending
country

(7) Setting a precedentfor punishmentof war crimes
against women

(8) Pavingthe way for violence-free 21st Century

An International Committeawill be formed in order to investigate the truth through the following activities:
1. Investigate wartime documentswhich are keptby the national and local govemmentsin Japan.

2 Collecttestimonies and writings of former Japanese military personnel.
3. Request archives in China, Taiwan, Korea, and other victimized countries to disciose documents.

4. Request"Comfort Women"in each country to testify particularly on the Japanese military's involvementin

establishing and maintaining “Comfort Station™ system.

5. Screen out meterials on sexual vidlence from archives that w ese presenied tothe Tokyo Tribunal and other wa

ciimes trils that were held in various parts of Asia right afier WWII. _
6. Collect w artime documants from former Alied Pow ers, namely the United States, the United Kingdom, the

Netheriands, France, Australia.

7. Collect materials from war crimes tribunals of former Yugosiavia and Rwanda.

'8. Research and identify intemational and domesticlaws that are applicableto the Tribunal.
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