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Sexual and reproductive health and rights

Women'’s sexual and reproductive health is related to multiple
human rights, including the right to life, the right to be free from
torture, the right to health, the right to privacy, the right to
education, and the prohibition of discrimination. The Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) have both
clearly indicated that women'’s right to health includes their sexual
and reproductive health. This means that States have obligations
to respect, protect and fulfill rights related to women’s sexual and
reproductive health. The Special Rapporteur on the right of
everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health maintains that women are entitled to
reproductive health care services, goods and facilities that are: (a)
available in adequate numbers; (b) accessible physically and
economically; (c) accessible without discrimination; and (d) of
good quality [see report A/61/338].
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